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between two major Spanish rivers, the Tajo 
towards the north and the Guadiana towards 
the south. One of its most unique features is the 
Appalachian relief, the result of the large folds that 
took place in this territory during the formation 
of the supercontinent Pangea, some 300 million 
years ago, and the processes of erosion and 
landscape formation since then. Amid the intricate 
web of valleys, mountains, peneplains, fractures 
and folds of the terrain, Risco de La Villuerca 
stands out as the highest point with an altitude 
of 1,601 metres. This exceptional viewpoint offers 
fantastic views until the borders of the provinces 
of Badajoz and Toledo. 

The Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global 
Geopark was incorporated into the European 
Geoparks Network (EGN) and the Global Geoparks 
Network (GGN) in September 2011, both formed, 
then, under the auspices of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO). In November 2015, following the 
approval of the International Geoscience and 
Geoparks Programme (IGGP) of UNESCO, it 
obtained recognition as a UNESCO Global Geopark.

It is located southeast of the province of Cáceres, 
in the autonomous community of Extremadura. 
Extending 2,544.4 km2, it is a massif situated 

THE VILLUERCAS-IBORES-JARA 
UNESCO GLOBAL GEOPARK

INTRODUCTION

PANORAMIC VIEW OF THE ROYAL MONASTERY OF GUADALUPE
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INTRODUCTION

The History of Earth

Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark 
offers you a journey through the history of Earth 
that extends to its multiple facets, namely geology, 
culture, ecology and archaeology. Of course, its 
main attraction is its rich and unique geological 
heritage but, since it is the factor that forms, 
shapes and sustains the physical existence of 
the territory, it is directly related to all the life that 
exists on it, be it the fauna, the flora or, needless to 
say, the humans. For example, the fossil remains 
of the first animal that produced a mineralised 
exoskeleton (external skeleton) are a must-see for 
every visitor. These belong to Cloudina sp. from the 
Ediacaran period (635-542 Ma), some of whose 
best specimens can be seen at the Geopark Visitor 
Centre in the town of Cañamero. 

At the Geopark you can learn, through the, through 
dozens of geosites, about the geological and 
biological evolution of our planet, the mechanisms 
and processes that have caused changes during 
the different periods and epochs of Earth, up to 
the present time. You can also discover how some 
of these geologically important enclaves became 
integrated into the everyday life of our species, 
either as the refuge or shelter (caves) or as the 
source of materials for various uses (mines). This 
visit will give you a closer look at the geology 
through a more direct and accessible approach like 
never before.

The history of the World

You can discover a rich historical and cultural legacy 
at the geopark, regardless of the nature of your 
visit—hiking, cycling tourism, birding, astrotourism, 
conventional, family or culinary tourism. For 
thousands of years, the different ethnic groups 
and civilisations that have inhabited this territory 
have left behind their physical traces and intangible 
traditions that tell us about their past, customs and 
traditions, ways of life, conflicts and struggles, their 
moments of glory and the years of decadence.

The Santa María de Guadalupe Royal Monastery, 
declared World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1993, 
stands out as the nucleus of this cultural heritage. 
Between its Mudéjar, Gothic and Renaissance 
walls, one can discover hidden artistic treasures, 

such as paintings by Zurbarán and El Greco, the 
museum of illuminated manuscripts, religious 
metalwork, the choir or the ashlar. The monastery 
does not only attract art enthusiasts, fascinates 
the spiritual and the religious ones too. Thousands 
of pilgrims come to this place every year to visit 
the patron saint of Extremadura, the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, “La Morenita” (Black Virgin) of Las 
Villuercas, who was also crowned under the title of 
Reina de las Españas (Queen of all Spains) in 1928 
through a canonical coronation.

Further away from Guadalupe, you will find many 
other points of cultural interest within the Geopark. 
Vestiges of the first inhabitants, such as the 
enigmatic rock engravings and schematic paintings 
like those of the Chiquita Cave or the Álvarez Cave 
in Cañamero, and dolmens like those found in 
Deleitosa and La Coraja in Aldeacentenera. 

The Bronze Age is represented here by the famous 
Treasure of Berzocana or the “estelas de guerrero” 
(warrior stelae) of Solana de Cabañas, Cabañas and 
Logrosán. Other must-see attractions include the 
Celtic hill forts; Vettonian zoomorphic sculptures, 
such as the ones in Villar del Pedroso, Valdelacasa 
and Peraleda de San Román; Roman settlements 

The Costanaza Mine. (Logrosán)



model has been developed here in Villuercas-
Ibores-Jara, known as geotourism. At the 
International Congress held in November 2011 at 
the Arouca UNESCO Global Geopark in Portugal, a 
declaration was approved stating that geotourism 
should be defined as tourism which sustains and 
enhances the identity of a territory, taking into 
consideration its geology, environment, culture, 
aesthetics, heritage and the well-being of its 
residents. 

Moreover, the territories are encouraged to 
develop geotourism focused not only on the 
environment and geological heritage but also on 
cultural, historical and scenic values. To this end, 
we encourage the effective involvement of the 
local citizens and visitors, so that they are not 
restricted to the role of spectators, thus helping 
to build a local identity and promote the authentic 
and unique characteristics of the territory. In 
this way, we will ensure that the territory and its 
inhabitants obtain environmental integrity, social 
justice, and sustainable economic development.

These recommendations are what guide the 
operations of Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO 
Global Geopark. Thus, the education community 
of the region is responsible for implementing its 
educational programme, carrying out multiple 
activities and preparing appropriate instructional 

such as Cerro de San Cristóbal hill of Logrosán; and 
Islamic fortresses, such as the Cabañas Castle in 
Cabañas del Castillo.

Add to this list a great number of churches, 
some of which have a remarkable cathedral-like 
appearance, such such as those in Berzocana 
and Alía, the latter being a Mudéjar style church. 
You can also visit the places that demonstrate 
how the water was supplied and used during 
different eras, from the mills and water wheels 
of the Guadalupejo River to the aqueduct of Las 
Herrerías, in Campillo de Deleitosa, not to mention 
the Arca del Agua of Guadalupe.

This broad range of activities is completed with 
traditional festivities such as the Carnaval de Las 
Ánimas (Carnival of Souls) of Villar del Pedroso, 
remembering the time when Catholic Monarchs 
stayed in these parts, the testimony of the mining 
activities that continued well into the 20th century, 
or the various stories and legends, such as the 
snake of the Chiquita Cave of Cañamero.

Model of geotourism and social 
cooperation

As we have already pointed out, you are in a 
geopark. Like all of the other geoparks, a tourism 

                         The Santa Lucía-Ruecas river syncline    
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materials, with the support of the Education 
and Science Committee of the Geopark. This 
model of cooperation and social participation 
in the project is reinforced with a management 
structure that involves the public administrations 
(town council, community of municipalities, 
Provincial Government of Cáceres and Regional 
Government of Extremadura), as well as the 
University of Extremadura, the Geological 
Association of Extremadura (AGEx), the local 
action group APRODERVI (Association for the Rural 
Development and Promotion of the Villuercas-
Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark), and the 
business network through the Geovilluercas 
association. 

You are at the beginning of a path that will amaze 
you, in a territory that combines geology, flora and 
fauna, history and tradition, culture and heritage, 
handicrafts and gastronomy, among others. At 
the top of its mountains, you will find traces of 
creatures that inhabited the depths of seas and 
oceans hundreds of millions of years ago. We truly 
hope that this path will inspire you, enrich you with 
experiences and emotions, and allow you to reflect 
on who we are, where we have come from and 
where we are going. We also hope that you will 
create unforgettable memories that compel you to 
visit again. 

Las Mohedas bridge. (Berzocana)

INTRODUCTION
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presented in a few basic concepts and with clarity, 
resulting from the combined efforts of scientists, 
interpretation experts and designers.

Therefore, on all occasions, we have tried to use a 
language that is thorough as well as accessible to 
all kinds of visitors. Moreover, it is complemented 
with photographs and illustrations to have a better 
understanding of the contents.

Structure of the guidebook

The different cultural sites and landmarks of the 
Geopark listed in the guidebook are arranged in 
chronological order. It begins with the sites dating 
back to the prehistory and ends with the most 
recent ones, such as the photographic legacy 
of Eugene Smith in Deleitosa or the viaduct of 
Guadalupe of the abandoned railway line between 
Talavera de la Reina (Toledo) and Villanueva de la 
Serena (Badajoz). 

This guidebook is designed with one key objective: 
to provide you with the necessary information for 
an unmatched experience of the main cultural 
enclaves within the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara 
UNESCO Global Geopark.

For this, we have taken into account the criteria 
established in the International Congress of 
Geotourism held in November 2011 at the Arouca 
UNESCO Global Geopark in Portugal. To our 
cultural heritage, we have applied the principles 
established in the declaration approved in this 
congress. Regarding the geological heritage, 
it states: Knowledge and information about 
geological heritage are often not presented in a 
way that are easily understood by the general 
public. As a rule, this information comes in the style 
of scientific treatises which, besides using highly 
specialised language, leave visitors in the dark and 
limit the touristic impact. The information must be 
accessible and intelligible for the general public, 

HOW TO ENJOY 
THE MAIN CULTURAL ENCLAVES

RECOMMENDED USE OF THE GUIDEBOOK

THE HOSPITAL DEL OBISPO. (Villar del Pedroso)
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RECOMMENDED USE OF THE GUIDEBOOK

For better understanding and placing each 
cultural reference point in a context or thematic 
group—prehistory, religious heritage, public works, 
museums, festivals—a different colour code and 
an icon has been assigned to each category.
The sections have been numbered so that it is 
easier to locate them on the site map included at 
the end of the guidebook.

Description of cultural sites

The cultural sites and landmarks indicated in this 
guidebook are described through sections or 
chapters, one for each. In some cases, such as 
the rock paintings and engravings, or the Islamic 
castles and villages, we first find a chapter on a 
general description of the subject and, following 
that, several specific sections highlighting the most 
prominent examples of that subject.

As for the general content of the chapters or 
sections, each one of them contains the following 
components:

• Kicker: a small sentence that, as a motto, 
defines the significance of each cultural site.

• Heading: a descriptive statement of the site or 
cultural landmark.

• Introduction: a lead paragraph that summarises 
each site or landmark, its importance and its 
main attraction for which it should be visited. 
This introduction is visually highlighted with 
the text of different colour and double-width 
column.

• Explanation: it is the main text of each of the 
sections. It includes all the information required 
to understand the cultural site or landmark 
described, the period that it belongs to, its 
historical context, its main technical, social and 
artistic features, etc. Additionally, it highlights the 
unique elements of the site that make it worth 
visiting for an extraordinary experience.

• Contact number: A telephone number is given 
wherever applicable, for requesting information 
about the place, or to arrange a visit (in cases 
where there is no open access).

• QR code or link: In the case of the enclaves that 
have a web page, a QR code or an interactive link 
that redirects us to it is included in the section. 
This way, we can have instant access to all the 
available information about that place.

• Other attractions: Information on other 
elements of the geological, fauna, landscape 
or culinary heritage found around the place 
described in each section.

Procession of Día de la Hispanidad (Hispanic culture Day). (Guadalupe)



                    Wall of the Fuerte de Castros fort. (Villar del Pedroso)
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THE PALAEOLITHIC FINDS OF LAS RAÑAS 
OF ALÍA, LOGROSÁN AND CAÑAMERO

“Las rañas” or fanglomerates of Alía, Logrosán and Cañamero, elevated areas 
in the form of a plateau, are an important archaeological site in which we can 
observe human presence from the Middle Palaeolithic, about 100,000 to 40,000 
years ago. One of the most astonishing facts is that not only do we find the 
vestiges of our species, but also of the Neanderthals. In these fanglomerates, we 
can find several “workshops” for the production of lithic tools (made from stone). 
Basically, lithic flakes that may have been used as scrapers, to tan hides or, after 
several retouches, as spearheads or arrowheads. 

Vestiges of a prehistoric Paradise

This phenomenon is very different from the 
river terraces, caves or rock shelters, which have 
traditionally been the focus of the studies on this 
era. Another fact that makes the site exceptional 
is the confirmed presence of not only the groups 
of humans of our species but also those of 
Neanderthals on this territory. 

Fanglomerates are large sedimentary formations. 
They are composed of thick superimposed layers 
of clayey and sandy materials, swept along by 
the river waters and deposited in these plains or 
sedimentary basins in which they can now be seen. 
These materials were produced by the progressive 
erosion that took place about two and a half million 
years ago due to the tectonic movements during 
the last phase of the Alpine Orogeny and the 

The most notable Palaeolithic finds of the territory 
within the Villuerca-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global 
Geopark is limited to the Middle Palaeolithic 
period, about 100,000 to 40,000 years ago, 
under the predominance of the Mousterian lithic 
tool tradition. In fact, the vestiges in this area are 
exclusively lithic, based on the finding of numerous 
engraved quartzite pebbles. These tools were 
made using the so-called Levallois technique. 
Thanks to this technique, several lithic flakes could 
be obtained from a quartzite core.

One of the peculiarities of these finds is that they 
are found on “Las rañas” or fanglomerates of 
Alía, Cañamero and Logrosán, out in the open.  

PREHISTORY

PANORAMIC VIEW OF THE FANGLOMERATE OF CAÑAMERO

1
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PREHISTORY

tropical climate at the end of the Tertiary period 
and the beginning of the Quaternary period. The 
periods of savanna climate (very dry) alternated 
with other, much rainier periods, in which the heavy 
precipitations carried along with them the eroded 
materials in an avalanche, thus forming these 
fanglomerates. “Las rañas” or fanglomerates of 
Cañamero, Alía, Logrosán and Valdecaballeros as a 
whole constitute an extensive plateau, demarcated 
by steep slopes, open towards the south with its 
vertex pointing to the valley of the Ruecas river.

In the pastureland of Alía, you can visit the Ermita de la Virgen 
de la Concepción (Our Lady of the Conception Hermitage), 
an exceptional building whose most remarkable feature is 
its facade composed of a semi-circular arch flanked by two 
elongated windows. Los Hornos de la Calera and Estrecho 
de la Peña Amarilla are two spectacular enclaves that have 
been declared geosites.

In the immediate vicinity of Berzocana, we can observe 
numerous examples of schematic cave paintings from the 
southwest area, dating between the Chalcolithic period and 
the Bronze Age, 4000-1000 BCE. They can be found in rock 

shelters or caves on the quartzite cliffs, such as Los Morales 
Cave, Los Cabritos Cave, the Cancho de las Sábanas Cave 
and the Risquillo de Paulino rock shelter.

In the town of Cañamero, you can also visit the Geopark 
Visitor Centre of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global 
Geopark where you can learn more about the geological 
history of this area. The Chiquita Cave or Álvarez Cave 
located in close proximity to the town houses some 
interesting schematic paintings. Not far from it, next to the 
Ruecas river, you can observe Cruziana or trace fossils of 
trilobites.

During the Middle Pleistocene, these plateaus were 
home to ecosystems with rich biodiversity, where 
temperate forests alternated with permanent 
lakes, streams and meadows abounding in fish 
and large herbivores. These were subsequently 
complemented by great many strong quartzite 
rocks that were optimal for the carving processes, 
the availability of clay to make rudimentary 
containers and huts, a very accessible topography 
that facilitated moving around and good visibility 
of the territory. All these elements constituted 
a perfect habitat for the first hunter-gatherer 
societies in that early phase of humanity. 

In strategic places, such as elevated areas near the 
edges of the plateaus, isolated hills, natural springs 
and lakes, sites of settlements or “workshops” for 
the production of lithic tools have been identified. 
The information recently gathered from these 
enclaves have helped address the gaps we 
had until now with regard to this period of our 
distant past. The vestiges allow us to assess the 
different settlement patterns in the territory—of 
our species as well as of the Neanderthals—and 
the technological evolution of our Palaeolithic 
ancestors. 

Palaeolithic artefacts of the Cañamero fanglomerate. 
(Photograph: Juan Gil Montes)

The Hornos de la Calera kilns

+34 675 06 19 82

Geopark Visitor Centre 
of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara 
UNESCO Global Geopark
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THE SCHEMATIC CAVE PAINTINGS
AND ROCK ENGRAVINGS 

The zone encompassed within the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global 
Geopark houses some important examples of the famous Iberian schematic art 
that dates back about 4,000 years. To this day, forty-one rock art sites have been 
located.  The most prominent ones include the Chiquita Cave or Álvarez Cave in 
Cañamero, the Risquillo de Paulino rock shelter in Berzocana, and the Cancho 
del Reloj outcrop in Solana de Cabañas.

Amidst art and magic

took place in the human societies and the 
ownership, control and defence of the territory 
and routes became important. This became more 
apparent with the proliferation of fortified villages. 
Moreover, this period marked the consolidation of 
aspects that had already emerged before, such as 
sedentism and agriculture, while metallurgy began 
to play a vital role.

Rock shelters and caves became less significant as 
their use was reduced to temporary shelters and 
burial sites. It was at that point that the schematic 
cave paintings and rock engravings appeared.  
They are characterised by the especially stylised 
and schematic representation of animals, humans, 
“anchor-shaped” and symbolic figures. 

In the better part of the territory we know today 
as Extremadura, we can find several traces left 
on the rocks by our ancestors about six millennia 
ago. With shades of ochre and black, they captured 
a symbolic universe in which they combined 
schematic figures of animals, people, idols, etc., 
and which we know practically nothing about. 

This type of manifestation originated in the in the 
final Neolithic period period (4th millennium BCE) 
and continued to the Bronze Age, in some cases 
extending to the early Iron Age (1st millennium 
BCE). During this period, a series of transformations 

PAINTINGS IN THE RISQUILLO DE PAULINO. (Berzocana)

2 PREHISTORY
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The paintings were usually made with mineral 
oxides, with reddish colours—sometimes even 
black and, exceptionally, white. The support used 
for painting was either the quartzite surface of 
certain rock shelters on the mountains or the 
granite surface. It is possible that they used their 
fingers as brushes and made the finer strokes with 
a piece of twig or stick. 

On the other hand, rock engravings were made 
through percussion, incision or abrasion on the 
surface of rocks generally located alongside rivers 
or strategic places of the routes. In this zone, 
thirteen examples of this type of prehistoric art 
have been discovered.

Some of the most representative examples are 
those of Cancho de Valdecastillo rock, those of 
Cañamero or those of Cerro de Santa Catalina´s 
hill in Alía, those latter representing curious starry 
shapes.

Several different hypotheses have been proposed 
for its interpretation. Perhaps these manifestations 
were some form of magical or religious expression 
or, maybe, they were linked to the world of legends 
and oral tradition.

In Solana de Cabañas, marvel at the geosite known as 
Cancho del Reloj, a magnificent outcrop of almost vertical 
quartzite strata. Situated near this cliff is the Sierra del 
Castillejo mountain range, named after the ruins of an Arab 
castle that sits on its peak. 

In Cañamero, a visit to the Geopark Visitor Centre of the 
Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark is highly 
recommended. It offers an opportunity to learn more 
about the geological history of the area and the history of 
life forms from the earliest eras. In the same locality, you 
can stop by the beautiful Ermita de Belén (Hermitage of 
Bethlehem), that has a single nave, and admire the stunning 
Baroque paintings inside. Dominating the town’s landscape 

is a rocky ledge, known as Castillo de Cañamero, that gives 
a panoramic view of the region. In 1220 the Leonés prince 
Sancho Fernando died in this castle combating a bear.

The Iglesia de San Juan Bautista church of Berzocana boasts 
a magnificent Mudéjar tower and houses the remains of 
saints Fulgencio and Florentina that were found in a marble 
sarcophagus. In the vicinity of the town, you can visit the 
famous “Roble de la Nava” tree, declared árbol singular 
(veteran tree) by the Regional Government of Extremadura. 
To learn more about the history and the prehistory of the 
area, a visit to the Regional Archaeology Interpretation 
Centre is a must.

Paintings of the Chiquita Cave. (Cañamero)

The Cañamero Castle

+34 675 06 19 82

Geopark Visitor Centre (Cañamero)

PREHISTORY
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THE CHIQUITA OR ÁLVAREZ CAVE

The legend of the snake

3 PREHISTORY

On the banks of the Ruecas river, near the Charco de la Nutria, surrounded by 
vegetation and sitting on a fertile gorge is a rock shelter covered with numerous 
cave paintings, known as the Chiquita Cave or Álvarez Cave. It was the first 
cave with paintings to be discovered for research in the province of Cáceres. This 
place has a legend linked to it that talks about a snake and it has been used 
either as a refuge or as a place for ritual gatherings for many centuries.

paintings were discovered during research in the 
province of Cáceres.  

The rock shelter is a large rectangular opening 
situated on a rocky outcrop of the gorge. This is not 
a deep cave, but a rather modest shelter shaped by 
the inclination of quartzite strata and their erosion. 
The black traces of smoke in some parts confirm 
the use of this place as a shelter for centuries. The 
remains of a stone wall also suggest that, at some 
point, it was closed. The paintings are divided into 
four groups due to which it looks like a large panel, 
the highest ones being seven metres above the 
ground. 

Making use of the quartzite walls as natural 
canvases, the paintings were made on the 

Situated in the gorge of the Ruecas river in 
Cañamero, very close to the Cancho del Fresno 
dam, is the rock shelter known as the Chiquita 
Cave or Álvarez Cave. You can observe over one 
hundred unique symbols drawn on its walls. 
They are catalogued within the Iberian schematic 
art, dating from the Neolithic period to the Late 
Bronze-Early Iron Ages, between the 4th-1st 
millennia BCE.

In 1916, the French abbot Henri Breuil, a forerunner 
of the study of this type of cave paintings, was 
fascinated by the profusion of images of this cave 
and captured it in his distinguished book Spanish 
Schematic Painting. This was the first cave whose 

A GENERAL VIEW OF THE ÁLVAREZ CAVE. (Cañamero)
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The Geopark Visitors Centre of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara 
UNESCO Global Geopark offers an opportunity to learn more 
about the geological history of the area and the history of 
life forms from the earliest eras. In the same locality, you 
can stop by the beautiful Ermita de Belén (Hermitage of 
Bethlehem), that has a single nave, and admire the stunning 
Baroque paintings inside. Dominating the town’s landscape 
is a rocky ledge, known as Castillo de Cañamero, that gives 

a panoramic view of the region. In close proximity to the 
Chiquita Cave, you will find a natural swimming pool on the 
Ruecas river, called Charco de la Nutria.

At this centre, among other things, you can observe 
exclusive specimens of Cloudina fossils, the first organism 
on the planet with an external skeleton.

The Geopark Visitor Centre

A closer look of the painting in the Álvarez Cave. (Cañamero)

smoothest parts, occasionally superimposed on 
other paintings. Some represent exceptionally 
schematised human figures, either shaped like 
an anchor or like a cross. These also comprise 
symbolic elements, such as circles, points and 
lines. One of the most remarkable paintings is the 
one depicting a kind of rectangle divided into three 
sections. Most of these have different reddish 
tones while some are white.

There is a reddish stain in the lower part of one 
of the panels, probably caused by the natural 
oxidation of the ferrous minerals which, according 
to tradition, is the snake, the main protagonist in 
the legend about this cave and that it is named 
after. According to this fable, there once lived 
a goatherd, named Álvarez, in this shelter. One 

day, he found a small snake next to the river. He 
adopted it, named it “Chiquita”, and began to take 
care of it by feeding it on the milk of his goats. 
Every afternoon, the shepherd called the snake by 
its name and it would quickly slither its way to its 
caretaker. But the shepherd had to go fight in the 
war and was away from the town for several years. 
Upon his return, he ran to the cave in search of his 
snake but, to his horror, he found that the snake 
had grown up and transformed into a huge beast 
that devoured people and livestock. The monster 
did not recognise the shepherd and devoured him 
in the blink of an eye, leaving a mark on the wall 
of the cave. 

The shelter is open for visitors and is easily 
accessible, featuring interpretative panels.
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THE RISQUILLO DE PAULINO ROCK SHELTER

The rock shelter that houses these paintings is named after its original discoverer, 
Paulino Tejero Aparicio, a native of Berzocana. It is surrounded by forests of 
oaks and chestnuts, crowning a small promontory, on the magnificent rocky 
hills known as Canchos de las Sábanas, from which a breathtaking landscape 
can be observed. Several groups of schematic figures depicting people, animals 
and unknown symbols can be found on the quartzite walls that bear witness 
to history since these were drawn several millennia ago. Among these, the most 
remarkable drawing is the one suggests a human face.

Prehistoric figures in the Canchos de las Sábanas hills

of the rocky hill whose natural inclination protects 
them from harsh weather conditions. The place, 
due to its wide field of view and dominating 
location in the valley, is undeniably a strategic point 
for the control and vigilance of the territory. 

The paintings are in shades of red, maroon, black 
and, exceptionally, white.  These are categorised 
into seven groups in which the most frequent 
figures are anchor-shaped human figures, 
cruciform figures, vertical strokes, stylised 
quadrupeds, etc.

The cave paintings of this shelter join those 
previously discovered from the same mountain 
range, such as the ones found in the Morales, 
Cabritos and Caballos caves and, in a broader 
sense, those existing in the mountain ranges of 
Las Villuercas.

This collection of paintings is found on one of the 
cliffs situated south of the so-called Canchos de 
las Sábanas. Instead of being in a cave or shelter, 
like other paintings, they are located on the surface 

PAINTINGS OF THE RISQUILLO DE PAULINO. (Berzocana)

4 PREHISTORY
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One of the most remarkable paintings of this 
collection is the one suggests a human face, with 
strokes that appear to be hair, beard, eyes and 
mouth. Another interesting figure is that which 
appears to be painted white, depicting a schematic 
human silhouette with a lyre-shaped headdress, 
or what can be interpreted as an ornate helmet, 
similar to the ones that appear in the stelae from 
Late Bronze Age. It is one of those pieces of 
information that suggest that this painting is from a 
time later than the rest of the collection.

It is also noted the existence of positive “hands” 
figures, some of them very clears, although 
their interpretation is open to discussion. On 
the one hand, it can be understand that they are 
representations of human hands, in all cases with 
four fingers. But, on the other hand, it can be also 
interpreted that they are partial representations 
of “suns”, with only some radial lines projected 
upwards. 

On the other hand, this collection also comprises 
fascinating figures representing quadrupeds 
shaped like combs, “pectiniformes”, some of 
which appear to have long tails while some show 
ears. Some of the groups of paintings have human 
figures mixed with those of animals, which raises 
the possibility that these are hunting scenes. 

Some of the paintings are superimposed on older 
ones, which suggests the reuse of the place over 
time. According to some of the cave painters, the 
execution was developed over several centuries, 
sometimes with long lapses of time, up to a 
thousand years, between some painters and the 
others.

In Berzocana, you can also visit the fascinating geosite of the 
Canchos de las Sábanas and the Cabeza del Moro hills. In the 
vicinity of the town, get a closer look at the spectacular “Roble 
de la Nava” oak which is over 400 years old. Standing 19 
metres tall with 4.5 metres of trunk diameter and crown that 
measures 29 metres, it has been declared “árbol singular” 
(veteran tree) by the Regional Government of Extremadura. 

Take a tour of the history of this territory, from Prehistory to 
the Middle Ages, at the Regional Archaeology Interpretation 
Centre. Another must-see attraction of Berzocana is the 
church of S. Juan Bautista. With a remarkable cathedral-like 
appearance and a magnificent Mudéjar tower, it houses an 
marble sarcophagus that, by tradition, contained the remains 
of San Fulgencio and Santa Florentina. 

Paintings in the Risquillo de Paulino. (Berzocana)

The oak of La Nava

PREHISTORY
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THE CANCHO DEL RELOJ
OUTCROP IN SOLANA DE CABAÑAS

The first rays of the sun

5 PREHISTORY

Since time immemorial, the Cancho del Reloj has been known by this name in 
the region because it is the first cliff that is illuminated by the first rays of the sun 
every day. Like a clock, it announces the beginning of each new day. It is one of 
the geosites of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark and houses 
one of the best collection of cave paintings in the Geopark. The site where these 
are located has been baptised by tradition as “El letrero” (The sign).

routes of the valley. This is substantiated by not 
only the cave paintings but also the existence of 
the Arab castle and a wide settlement.

On the smooth quartzite surfaces facing west of 
the outcrop, there are three groups of schematic 
cave paintings extending seven metres across. 
This is considered one of the best collection in the 
Geopark and was already widely known thanks to 
Mario Roso de Luna, the scholar from Logrosán 
who described the archaeology and geology of the 
area.

Situated in the Sierra del Castillejo mountain range, 
named after the ruins of the Arab castle that sits 
on its peak, is the Cancho del Reloj, a magnificent 
quartzite outcrop. It is surrounded by abundant 
vegetation composed of common oaks, cork oaks 
and scrubland, and is located right between the 
syncline of Santa Lucía and the Trujillo-Cáceres 
peneplain towards the west.

The place enjoys important strategic connotations, 
covering a wide field of view and controlling the 

THE CANCHO DEL RELOJ. (Solana de Cabañas)
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Close to Solana de Cabañas, you can marvel at the geosite 
of Cancho del Reloj, a magnificent outcrop of almost 
vertical quartzite strata. This cliff is in the Sierra del Castillejo 
mountain range, named after the ruins of an Arab castle 
that sits on its peak. Both of these points give excellent 
panoramic views of the vast landscape from where you can 
observe the traces of the geological processes that have 
shaped this zone for millions of years.

Heading towards the north, not very far from here, in the 
direction of Cabañas del Castillo, you can visit the geosite of 
the Santa Lucía-Ruecas river syncline. This is a spectacular 
example of an “Appalachian” type relief (it derives this name 
from the famous Appalachian Mountains of North America 
due to the similitude in their characteristics). It constitutes a 
topographic elevation with regard to the anticlines that flank 
it and that have been subjected to the effects of erosion to 

a great extent. In this area, we can observe several fossils, 
such as the Cruziana, which are the traces left behind by 
trilobites as they moved along the seabeds.

It is also the perfect place for bird-watching as various 
species take advantage of the elevations of the mountains 
to establish their nesting sites.   

A few kilometres east of Cancho del Reloj is the source of 
the Almonte river and the anticline of the same name, also 
classified as a geosite. It is a megastructure of a fold that 
originated approximately three hundred million years ago. 
It constitutes another good example of “Appalachian” relief 
and several fossiliferous remains from the ancient times 
have also been found in its sediments. One of the most 
prominent finds has been the oldest of all the fossil algae 
filaments discovered in the Iberian Peninsula.

Of these groups, the most abundant is the one 
in the centre in which several hundred motifs in 
tones of dark red and orange are drawn. They 
depict numerous anthropomorphic “ancoriforme” 
(anchor-shaped) and cruciform (cross-shaped) 
figures. They also consist of symbols in the form of 
parallel bars or points. 

There are figures with a radial pattern that can 
be associated with solar motifs, while others 

represent stylised “pectiniforme” (comb-shaped) 
quadrupeds, some of them cervidae and others 
ungulates. Next to these representations, it can 
be observed animals with some curious stylized 
anthropomorphic figure, a variant of the human 
figure called “swallow type” with the long body 
axis and arms extended to the height of the trunk. 
Other interesting motifs with boomerang form and 
some with half-moon form complete the whole.

The Santa Lucía-Ruecas river syncline

A closer look of the cave paintings in the Cancho del Reloj. (Solana de Cabañas). (Photograph Juan Gil Montes)
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THE DOLMENS

The megaliths are monumental structures made of large stones, hence the name. 
The dolmens found in the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark are 
perfect examples of these, the most exceptional ones being in Deleitosa and La 
Coraja of Aldeacentenera. These vestiges are the most perdurable traces of a 
belief system and social organisation that originated between the 4th and 3rd 
millennia BC and, to this day, enfold some of the greatest enigmas of science. 
These megalithic structures are spread across much of Europe and have special 
relevance in the southwest of Iberian Peninsula.

The ancient burial monuments

different from the “dehesas” or pasturelands of 
Extremadura that we know today, alternating with 
cereal crops. 

The advancement in the use of this territory during 
the emergence of the Neolithic period brought 
along a more complex society that was unheard 
of until then. The nomadic hunter-gatherer 
communities, that previously inhabited the 
territory, were replaced by sedentary farming and 
cattle breeding communities. These people built 

The current territory of Extremadura experienced 
a significant expansion of the settlement by 
human societies during the Neolithic and the 
Chalcolithic periods. This was due to the increase 
in agricultural production and surplus food, and the 
ensuing population growth. All this indicates that 
the landscape’s use complied with an agricultural, 
livestock and forestry system and, according to 
the archaeological record, the landscape in which 
these ancient societies were settled was not very 

THE DOLMEN OF LA CORAJA. (Aldeacentenera)

6 PREHISTORY



25

dolmens and erected menhirs for over a thousand 
years, of which about three hundred have been 
discovered in Extremadura thus far.

The dolmen, the most common of the megaliths 
found in Extremadura, is a monumental structure 
made of stone slabs. These were used as 
collective burial chambers and have been divided 
into four different categories based on their size 
and whether or not they have a passage. 

The Dolmen de Deleitosa is a burial mound 
with a passage in the form of two circles. It is 
situated in Deleitosa, at the foothills of the Sierra 
de la Breña mountain range. Although it has not 
been excavated, it is believed to date back to 
the Late Bronze Age. This dolmen has a unique 
characteristic that distinguishes it from most: 
the passage is arranged in the south-southeast 
direction, instead of being on the east-west line.

In Aldeacentenera, you can visit the passage 
dolmen of La Coraja, some of whose orthostats 
(blocks or vertical slabs of stone that the dolmen’s 
wall is made of) bear symbolic engravings on 
them. It is located inside what used to be a 
Vettonian hill fort, one of whose walls has been 
used to construct the dolmen.

The “Mesa de las Brujas” (Table of the Witches) 
of Cañamero is possibly a dolmen and is located 
near the remains of the castle, on the gorge of 
the Ruecas river. Despite its table-like appearance 
along with a large stone slab on the top and the 

legends linked to this place, it is not known for 
certain whether it is a megalithic monument or a 
natural rock formation. There is another dolmen in 
Cañamero, although it sits beneath the waters of 
the Cancho del Fresno reservoir. This one has an 
anthropomorphic representation, known as the 
“Cañamero Idol”.

The other two dolmens of the Geopark are 
found in Nava de Berzocana and in Logrosán. 
These dolmens are smaller in size but feature 
some decorated orthostats and, sometimes, 
anthropomorphic representations such as that of 
the Idol of Cañamero.

The Dolmen of the Finca La Nava. (Berzocana)

+34 681 26 43 19

Archaeology Interpretation Centre 
of Berzocana

The area near Deleitosa has another special feature that 
adds to its uniqueness: not only does it belong to the 
Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark but is also 
part of the Monfragüe Biosphere Reserve.

This area offers numerous attractions like the series of 
fractures of the Sierra de la Breña mountains and the 
fanglomerates of Deleitosa which extend to the immediate 
vicinity of the Almonte River.

This interesting set of landscapes can be observed in all its 
glory from the Ermita de la Breña chapel situated on a pass 
of this mountain range.

From this point, you can see how the arrangement of 
the quartzite rock formations is interrupted by a series 
of transverse fractures running parallel to each other, 
commonly known as strike-slip faults.

The Monfragüe Biosphere Reserve

PREHISTORY
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THE WARRIOR STELAE OF CABAÑAS DEL 
CASTILLO AND SOLANA DE CABAÑAS

If there is one element that genuinely belongs to the Bronze Age of the southwest 
of Iberian Peninsula, it is the collection of “estelas de guerrero” (warrior stelae). 
These stone slabs are up to 2.30 metres tall, bearing engravings, on one of their 
faces, of schematic figures of men with their war equipment, or of women wearing 
headdresses and accompanied by their trousseaux. These have been discovered 
in different parts of Alentejo and Extremadura, some of the most important ones 
being those found within the Geopark. Their purpose continues to be a mystery 
and the interpretation vacillates between different hypotheses such as funerary 
ceremonies or territorial control. 

The emergence of the oriental traces

albeit symbolic, of the territory occupied. Thus, 
although their connection to funerary ceremonies 
is not ruled out, possibly related to cremations 
that left no traces behind, the investigations point 
to their purpose as elements to “signpost” the 
landscape, which probably acted as boundary 
markers between territories or as milestones for 
commercial trade routes or livestock routes.

There are two most distinguished types of these 
pieces: the slabs, flat stone columns that were 
possibly used as covers for “cists” (small individual 
megalithic funerary monument); and the ones 
called stelae, designed to be hammered into the 
ground as milestones. The objects represented 
schematically around the human representations—

During the Late Bronze Age in the southwest of 
Iberian Peninsula, engraving on large stone slabs 
became common, depicting warriors surrounded 
by their weapons and various personal objects 
such as mirrors and combs, or women wearing 
headdresses and other ornaments. These are 
known as “estelas de guerrero” (warrior stelae). 
Traditionally, these manifestations were interpreted 
as exclusive funerary elements, although today 
that hypothesis is questioned. Nowadays, after the 
series of new discoveries that have been shedding 
light upon us, these are defined as markers on 
the landscape, as a testimony of the need of the 
society, that created these, to indicate the control, 

PRE-ROMAN PEOPLES

A CLOSER LOOK OF THE WARRIOR STELA. (Solana de Cabañas)

7



27

PRE-ROMAN PEOPLES

buckles, mirrors, swords, helmets, combs, carts—
indicate the existence of oriental influence. The 
“estelas de guerrero” are considered to be the 
examples of the first signs of oriental trends that 
emerged afterwards. Nevertheless, the custom of 
engraving on stone slabs already existed in what is 
now known as the Alentejo, reflecting the melting 
pot of cultures that the southwest of the Iberian 
Peninsula was almost three thousand years ago. A 
melting pot in which the local tradition, the Atlantic 
influences and the oriental style were all mixed 
together.

The most impressive of all the “estelas de 
guerrero” discovered in the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara 

UNESCO Global Geopark is the one known as 
Estela de Solana de Cabañas. It was discovered 
in 1898 during some farming work and was sent 
to the National Archaeological Museum by the 
lawyer and writer Mario Roso de Luna, a native of 
Logrosán. 

It is an almost rectangular slab of sandstone 
- greywacke to be precise. One of its faces is 
flattened and prepared, through percussion, for 
engraving designs. A fracture in its lower part has 
partly damaged the engraving. It bears a depiction 
of a round shield with a V-shaped notch (incision 
or indentation on the edge to accommodate a 
spear) and with dots of rivets in alternate series 
of two and three. In the centre of the shield in 
the representation of its grip. On the right, there 
appears to be a human figure with its legs bent. In 
the upper part of the stele is a sword and a spear 
and in the lower part, what is interpreted as a 
four-wheeled cart pulled by a pair of animals—all 
represented very schematically. 

The factor that highlights the importance of this 
piece is that it was the first one to be catalogued 
by the National Archaeological Museum from the 
series of decorated stelae or warrior stelae of the 
southwest. Besides this, more such stelae have 
been discovered in the Geopark, such as the one 
in Logrosán and another in Cañamero. Visitors can 
take a look at the recorded reproductions of their 
routes at the Archaeology Interpretation Centre of 
Berzocana.

A few kilometres from Cabañas del Castillo, in the direction 
of Retamosa and Deleitosa, you will find yourself at another 
geosite called Apreturas del Almonte or Portilla del Almonte. 
This, too, is one of the most magnificent places in the entire 
Geopark. On its way to the west, towards the Tagus River, 
the Almonte River has formed a narrow gorge on the hard 
quartzite surface where you can clearly see the so-called 

“pliegue en rodilla” or monocline. In addition to its impressive 
landscapes, you will find several interesting trace fossils, 
such as the tracks of trilobites (Cruziana) and burrows of 
lugworms. In the rocky outcrops, you can spot a wide variety 
of bird species, such as Egyptian vulture, Bonelli’s eagle, 
Eurasian eagle-owl, peregrine falcon and vulture.

A bird lookout

+34 681 26 43 19

Archaeology Interpretation Centre 
of Berzocana

The warrior stela. (Solana de Cabañas)
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THE HILL FORTS

The hill forts (“castros” in Spanish) of Aldeacentenera, Berzocana, Retamosa and 
Fresnedoso de Ibor are perfect examples of the indigenous cultures of the Iberian 
Peninsula. Located in some of the most strategic places of the Villuercas-Ibores-
Jara UNESCO Global Geopark, these were small fortified villages in which their 
inhabitants developed a culture based on agriculture, livestock and trade. This 
settlement type existed until shortly after the emergence of Roman culture.

Fortified vestiges of indigenous cultures

the western part of the province of Cáceres, and 
the Celts, who occupied the southwest of Badajoz. 

Among the Iberians were the Turdetani, occupying 
the west of the province of Palencia, and the 
Turduli, who settled in the southeast.

The origin of these cultures dates back to the 
10th century BCE. Their decline was brought by 
the Roman conquest of the Iberian Peninsula 
between the 2nd and 1st centuries BCE, although 
some villages survived for a while under the new 
dominance.

Before the arrival of Romans in the Iberian 
Peninsula, the territory we know today as 
Extremadura was inhabited by different tribes 
that maintained contact with peoples of Meseta, 
Portugal, Sierra Morena and other more distant 
places. These settlements were divided between 
groups of Celtic and Iberian origins. 

Those who lived in the regions of Villuercas, Jara and 
Ibores belonged to the former group, specifically 
Vettones. Other Celtic peoples established in 
Extremadura were the Lusitanians, who settled in 

AERIAL VIEW OF THE HILL FORT OF LA CORAJA. (Aldeacentenera)
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Within the Geopark, you can observe some 
outstanding examples of these Vettonian hill forts 
in which the indigenous peoples lived.

One of them can be found in Aldeacentenera, 
located five kilometres from the town on the La 
Coraja estate and dating back to the 4th century 
BCE. The hill fort is enclosed by a perimeter 
wall inside which a group of houses have been 
discovered. An important feature of this site is 
the ancient landfill of the settlement, situated on 
the outside of the wall, in which an abundance of 
ceramic and metallic artefacts have been found. 
Just a few hundred metres from the hill fort is the 
necropolis where more than 70 graves with burial 
urns have been excavated, some containing grave 
goods composed of personal objects and dishes. 
Not very far from this site is the El Ejido nature 
park where an impressive Celtic hill fort replica has 
been built in order to carry out cultural, informative 
and tourism activities.

Another very important hill fort is that of the 
Dehesilla. It is a settlement dating back to the Early 
Iron Age, although it was reused in Roman times. 
It is located between Berzocana and Cabañas del 
Castillo, upon a river terrace with a steep edge, 
near the confluence of the Rivers Berzocana and 
Almonte. The orography of its location provided 
it with an excellent natural defence system, 
reinforced with the wall made of rocks that 
surrounds the hill fort. Some of the areas have a 
double wall and there once was a fortified tower 
inside the enclosure. Within the settlement, an 
abundance of ceramic artefacts, with a peculiar 
decorative feature of concentric circles, have been 
discovered.

Another such example in Berzocana is the Terrero. 
One of its most interesting aspects is that the 
famous “Treasure of Berzocana” appeared in 
its immediate vicinity. It is a set consisting of 
two “torques” (necklaces shaped like a circular 
horseshoe) decorated with 24 carat solid gold and 
the bronze “patera” (shallow dish or bowl) that 
apparently contained them. The site is located in a 
rugged area with rocks and crags, sitting between 
two cliffs that together act as its natural defence 
system. Even today, it is possible to observe and 
appreciate the remains of numerous houses and 
of the fortifications that surrounded the hill fort. 
Numerous ceramic artefacts, remains of mills, tiles 
and other materials have been found at the site, as 
well as at the nearby hillsides.

Within Berzocana, on a hill between the Joyuela and 
Sajorní streams, are the remains of another hill fort, 
known as Castrejón. It was possibly this settlement 
type that was inhabited for a longer period than the 
others found in the area since evidence suggests 
that it remained in use until the Early Middle Ages. 
The Roman remains and Visigothic tombs located 
in its immediate surroundings indicate an intense 
colonisation in the area over the centuries. The site 
is protected by two lines of walls, each preceded 
by separate ditches. 

Other sites with remains of this indigenous 
culture and its fortified vestiges are the hill forts of 
Retamosa and Fresnedoso.

In Aldeacentenera, the medieval bridge Puente del Conde, 
consisting of six arches, has been recently restored. It held 
great importance in the era of transhumance, allowing for 
the cattle to cross when the Almonte river, swollen by the 
rains, would come sweeping down.

In Berzocana, near the town, there is a granite cross 
monument. This is the place where, according to tradition, 
the mortal remains of Visigothic saints Fulgencio and 
Florentina were found in a marble sarcophagus in the 13th 
century.

The medieval bridge Puente del Conde 
and the granite cross in Berzocana

+34 681 26 43 19

Archaeology Interpretation Centre 
of Berzocana
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THE VETTONIAN ZOOMORPHIC SCULPTURES

 In the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark, you can observe several 
remarkable representations of animals carved in stone, known as “Verracos 
de Piedra” (pigs of stone). They are found in the towns of Villar del Pedroso, 
Valdelacasa de Tajo and Peraleda de San Román. These exceptional cultural 
and archaeological manifestations by the Vettones are mainly present in the 
territory between the Tajo (Tagus) and Douro rivers. They date back to the time 
period between the 4th century BCE and the 1st century CE. What was their 
purpose or significance? That still remains a mystery. 

The stone “verracos”

however, several theories have been proposed 
in this context. These were probably religious 
monuments meant for the protection of the 
pastures, symbolising their safeguarding by the 
deities. 

Another possible interpretation is that these stone 
animals served as milestones marking the most 
important grazing lands and routes for droving 
livestock. It must be taken into account that for 
these peoples of the Iron Age, livestock was of the 
utmost importance.

Although today we can only see their strong 
shapes carved out of stone, it is believed that, 

These zoomorphic stone sculptures are 
traditionally known as “verracos”, which means 
male pigs that are used for breeding. However, 
sometimes they seem to represent bulls—“Toros 
de Guisando” (Bulls of Guisando) may be the most 
famous examples of all—while some represent 
wild boars. Their features, fairly simplified and 
schematic, always represent a male animal 
standing on all fours upon a plinth and are almost 
always sculpted out of granite. 

These sculptures were made by the Vettones 
and their purpose and significance are unknown, 

A VERRACO. (Villar del Pedroso)
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originally, they could have been polychromatic, 
and some holes on their surface suggest that they 
might have had horns made of another material. 

With the arrival of the Roman culture, the tradition 
of erecting these sculptures became increasingly 
rare, until it completely disappeared towards the 
2nd century CE. The Roman culture gave other 
connotations to these sculptures, sculpting them 
especially for funerary purposes.

Villar del Pedroso offers an opportunity to observe 
three such verracos, currently located in the city 
centre of the town. One of them is known as the 
“Toro mocho” (dehorned bull). For a very long 
time, it was lying half-buried under an oak tree in 
the Dehesa de la Oliva, until it was discovered and 

moved to the Calle de las Eras Chicas. Its limbs 
are sculpted on a pedestal out of the same rock 
and have an interesting position that suggests 
a threatening posture. Hooves and tail can be 
noticed in its shape which indicates that it could be 
a bovine animal. 

Not far from this place, in a park next to the 
provincial road CC-20.2, you can observe another 
verraco. This specimen was part of a building of the 
town, as an ashlar, until it was recovered and placed 
in its current location. It bears a Latin inscription 
along with several cup marks and, in spite of its 
rough shape, the morphological characteristics of 
the depicted male animal can be distinguished.

The verraco in Valdelacasa de Tajo, due to its 
bulky forehead and its prominent snout, seems to 
represent a wild boar. On one side of the sculpture, 
you can observe numerous cup marks that were 
possibly used in ancient rituals. Currently, it is 
placed on a granite support as the sculpture does 
not have its original pedestal. It was donated by 
the individuals who kept it preserved and today it 
is one of the most important monuments of the 
town.

Some more verracos have been discovered in the 
region, such as the one in Peraleda de San Román.

In Villar del Pedroso, we encourage you to visit the Carnaval 
de Ánimas Interpretation Centre, where you can learn about 
the key aspects of this splendid festival that dates back to 
the 17th century. In close proximity to it is the stone cross 
of the Calvary and, in the church square, you can observe a 
Roman granite tombstone with an inscription that refers to 
the burial of a 25-year-old woman named Duelia. 

In Peraleda de San Román, one of the most important 
monuments is the parish church of San Juan Bautista, built 
with granite ashlars upon what used to be a temple. At the 

foot of the nave is the magnificent choir, with a diminished 
arch, featuring two statues in the passage, one male and 
one female, both bare-chested, which tradition identifies as 
Adam and Eve.

Meanwhile in Valdelacasa de Tajo, marvel at Our Lady of 
the Assumption parish church built in the 16th century with 
different styles of architecture. Within the town, there is a 
16th century cross monument with ornaments at its base 
and depictions of the Virgin and the Crucifixion on the upper 
part.

The Roman inscriptions

+34 681 26 43 19

Archaeology Interpretation Centre 
of Berzocana

A verraco. (Valdelacasa de Tajo)
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THE TREASURE OF BERZOCANA

In April 1961, a fourteen-year-old goatherd, Domingo Sánchez, was herding 
his goats in the Los Machos farm, about three kilometres from Berzocana. In 
the distance, he saw something that shone in the foothills near the so-called 
Castro de El Terrero hill fort. It was a metal vessel that contained two solid gold 
necklaces inside—three, according to some versions. He had just discovered what 
would later be known as the Treasure of Berzocana. The young shepherd was 
not aware that his discovery would contribute, to the annals of the history of the 
Iberian Peninsula, one of the most emblematic and significant archaeological 
records of the Bronze Age in Extremadura.

Rituals and luxury in the bronze age

clandestinely sold to a silversmith from Navalmoral 
de la Mata and that ended up being converted into 
rings, jewellery parts and dental prostheses. 

After its discovery, the set was handed over to the 
Justice of the Peace Court of Navezuelas—a nearby 
town—and subsequently passed to the Provincial 
Archaeological Museum of Cáceres. In 1964, it 
was transferred to the National Archaeological 
Museum, where it is currently exhibited. 

The dating of these pieces has undergone several 
changes. At first, they were considered as objects 
originating from the “orfebrería lusitana” or 

The set consists of two “torques” (necklaces 
shaped like a circular horseshoe) decorated 
with 24 carat solid gold and the bronze “patera” 
(shallow dish or bowl) that apparently contained 
them. The torques have a maximum diameter of 
15 centimetres and weigh 951 grams. They have a 
circular section that is thicker at the centre than at 
either side and has button-shaped ends. They are 
decorated with geometric patterns made by using 
burin on their middle third and on the areas close to 
both ends. There is sufficient evidence to assume 
that there was a third, smaller torque, which was 

TORQUE OF THE FAMOUS “TREASURE OF BERZOCANA”. (Berzocana)
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Lusitanian metalwork of the Late Bronze-Early 
Iron Ages of the Mediterranean region—although 
related to the Atlantic metalliferous basins—
dated back to the 7th and 6th centuries BCE. 
Subsequently, its age was revised and established 
back to the 8th century BCE linking it to the Central 
European cultural trends. Despite this, in the 
National Archaeological Museum, they appear to 
be dated back to the 10th century BCE. The bronze 
patera containing the torques is considered a 
piece of eastern Mediterranean origin, specifically 
Egyptian. The solid base and the wide rim are the 
features that draw a connection between the piece 
and the metalwork of that region.

Pieces similar to the Berzocana torques are 
known to have been used by Gauls, Celts, 
Germans and Persians.  Initially, it was common 
for representations of Celtic deities to wear one 
of these jewels around their necks. Later on, they 
were used as accessories for women’s attire and, 
eventually, were considered a symbol of nobility 
and became war medals. Their considerable weight 
and low ductility suggest that they were used as 
ceremonial jewellery and were not for common 
use, therefore, their primary role is speculated to 
be as the dowry of women from wealthy families. 
Sometimes it has been suggested that they were 
necklaces, although their less than seven-metre-
wide opening makes it impossible for an adult to 
wear them. Due to their heavy weight, as already 
pointed out, it is also unlikely that these pieces 

were intended for use by children. Its use as a 
currency has also been considered, a theory that 
would be supported by the fact that it weighs 41 
shekels, a measure of weight and currency used 
in the Middle East and Mesopotamia in the ancient 
times.

But its value was not merely material. As is the 
case with other emblems made of bronze in this 
historical period, such as swords or “falcatas”, 
these valuable objects were considered as bearers 
of spiritual or mystical values, far beyond their own 
material value. Perhaps their use was overlapped 
in a belief system that observed these objects in 
the context of a journey beyond their bearer. 

The significance of this set becomes apparent with 
the fact that the torques of Berzocana, together 
with the double torque of the Treasure of Sagrajas 
(Badajoz), point to one of the characteristic 
emblems of the metalwork of the Late Bronze Age 
in the west of the Iberian Peninsula. 

Although the set is exhibited in the National 
Archaeological Museum, replicas of the torques 
are kept on public display at the Archaeology 
Interpretation Centre of Berzocana.

The interesting places to be visited around Berzocana are 
the geosite of the Canchos de las Sábanas, geological 
enclaves such as La Cabeza del Moro and La Peña Gorda, 
Celtic hill forts, and the “Huertos de San Juan” botanical 
garden in Finca la Sierra.

In this town, you can visit the catholic parish church of San 
Juan Bautista. With a remarkable cathedral-like appearance, 
it features a magnificent Mudéjar tower. It was declared a 
National Historic Monument in 1977. Legend has it that in 
the 13th century, at the foothills of the mountains close to 
the town, in an olive grove—now known as the “olivar de los 
santos” (olive grove of the saints), a farmer found a Palaeo-

Christian marble sarcophagus that contained the remains 
of San Fulgencio and Santa Florentina. These remains were 
placed at the church in a reliquary donated by King Philip II 
of Spain. 

Numerous examples of schematic cave paintings from the 
southwest area, dating between the Chalcolithic period 
and the Bronze Age, 4000-1000 BCE, are found in the 
immediate vicinity of Berzocana. They can be observed in 
rock shelters or caves on the quartzite cliffs, such as the Los 
Morales cave, Los Cabritos cave, the Cancho de las Sábanas 
cave and the Risquillo de Paulino rock shelter.

The Cabeza del Moro hill

+34 681 26 43 19

Archaeology Interpretation Centre 
of Berzocana
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The mineral wealth of the mountains of Villuerca has been widely known and 
exploited since ancient times. One of the sites where this inveterate exploitation 
materialised is the Cerro de San Cristóbal hill where tin—a component of 
bronze—was extracted since the times of the mythical city of Tartessos. In fact, 
it is one of the few mine of Tartessian tin known in the world. The ore extracted 
from this deposit was of great importance and was transported through the trade 
routes of the Mediterranean and the European Atlantic coast. 

THE MINERAL DEPOSITS 
OF CERRO DE SAN CRISTÓBAL

The tin of Tartessos

monumentally stands out from the plains around 
it. Due to this feature, it had an important strategic 
value in ancient times and offered control of the 
territory that extends from the foothills of the 
mountains of Villuercas to the valley of Guadiana 
River.

This hill has an excellent mining prospect which 
drew the attention of several ancient cultures. 

Cerro de San Cristóbal is one of the most 
splendid geosites of the Villuercas-Ibores-
Jara UNESCO Global Geopark. Located just 
southwest of Logrosán, this granite elevation is 
also known as Batolito de Logrosán (Batholith of 
Logrosán). Almost 700 metres above sea level 
and 200 metres above the surrounding land, it 

THE CERRO DE SAN CRISTÓBAL. (Logrosán)
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It is formed by different types of granitic rocks, 
also known as “piedras berroqueñas”, which 
are geologically classified as the plutonic rocks 
(formed by slow cooling of magma at great depths 
and in large masses). In its extreme west, there 
is an abundance of cassiterite deposits in which 
Europe’s best crystals of this mineral have been 
found. It is a tin dioxide mineral from which tin is 
extracted and it derives its name from Cassiterides, 
an ancient geographical name given to the tin 
sources of the west of the Iberian Peninsula. 

Around this site in San Cristóbal, several traces 
of protohistoric mining activities have been 
discovered that date between the 9th and 6th 
centuries. Vestiges of different human settlements 
spanning from prehistory to the modern world 
have also been unearthed in these areas. 

The most important find among these, from the 
historical point of view, has been the evidence of 
the site’s exploitation by the Tartessians in the early 
Iron Age, towards 7th century BCE. Several mining 
galleries, ditches and tools have been discovered 
at the top of this hill that have been linked to this 
Orientalising cultural trend. San Cristobal is one 
of the few Tartessian tin exploitations known in 
the world. It lends immense value to this site, 
considering how important this metal was during 
that period, being exported via trade routes 
that extended through much of Europe and the 
Mediterranean. The importance of Extremadura’s 

territory for the mythical kingdom of Tartessos is 
primarily attributed to the cassiterite deposits of 
San Cristóbal.

Many distinguished scholars have contributed 
towards uncovering the archaeological heritage 
of this hill, including Mario Roso de Luna (a native 
of Logrosán), José Ramón Mélida (director of the 
excavations of Numancia and Mérida), Vicente 
Sos Baynat (creator of the Extremadura Geology 
Museum) and Craig Meredith.

This ancient mining centre and the geosites of 
Costanaza mine and Serranillo mine are collectively 
called the “Logrosán mines”.

In addition to the archaeological and historical importance 
of the Cerro de San Cristóbal hill, it is also a geosite located 
within the Geopark. Its geological importance lies in how 
clearly one can observe the granite rocks formed by an 
extensive mass of magma converted into plutonic rocks.

It is also quite a remarkable spot for enjoying beautiful 
landscapes as from its peak, you can get a wide panoramic 
view of the territory of Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO 
Global Geopark. You can admire the stunning Los Poyales 
and Las Paredes mountain ranges to the north, enjoy the 

views of Cañamero and the Sierra del Pimpollar mountains 
to the east and appreciate the interesting Raña de Cañamero 
and Raña de Logrosán fanglomerates to the southeast.

On the outskirts of Logrosán, there is another magnificent 
geosite: the Costanaza mine.  This site was used for mining 
operations between the 19th and 20th centuries and, today, 
you can visit several of its mining galleries as well as the 
facilities in which the ore was processed. An interpretation 
centre offers an opportunity to understand how mining was 
done at this site. 

The Costanaza Mine

+34 927 36 01 80

Costanaza Mine, Phosphate I.C., 
“Vicente Sos Baynat” Museum of 
Mining and Geology

Tartessian ingot with the characteristic shape of bull hide
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THE ROMAN MINING

The subsoil of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark is abundant 
in rich mining resources that have captured the attention of different inhabitants 
of its territory since ancient times. However, it was not until the Roman period 
that large-scale projects were undertaken for the extraction of minerals from the 
bowels of the land. Lead, tin, iron and copper. were some of the most sought-after 
metals that could be obtained in this area. Remnants of those important mining 
operations are some of the most fascinating vestiges found in the Geopark. 

A thousand-year search for precious metals

mining centres dating back two thousand years. 
It derives its mineral wealth especially from the 
rich profusion of cassiterite, a tin mineral. In Pre-
Roman times, this metal was of vital importance 
because when combined with copper, it was used 
as an alloy to form bronze. It is thus inferred that 
the Roman mines of this area were preceded by 
others that had already been operating for over a 
thousand years. 

Several ancient trade routes from Logrosán were 
used to export tin to other territories. But the 
exploitation of Cerro de San Cristóbal was not 
just limited to mineral extraction, it was used for 
metallurgy as well, as evidenced by the remains of 

At the beginning of the 1st century CE, Strabo, Greek 
geographer, traveller and historian, dedicated an 
entire volume of his famous work, Geography, 
to Iberia, in which he described the foothills of 
the septentrional (northern) bank of the Anas 
River (present-day Guadiana) as “metalliferous 
mountains that extend to Tágos (present-day 
Tagus)”. A reference that encompassed the 
territory of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO 
Global Geopark.

The geosite of Cerro de San Cristóbal hill can 
probably be considered one of the most authentic 

ROMANS AND VISIGOTHS
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slag, crucibles and moulds found in the area. This 
important activity resulted in the establishment of 
a new settlement, known as the pagus or vicus of 
the Morra de San Cristóbal.

In the municipal boundary of Castañar de Ibor, 
other vestiges of Roman mining have been 
discovered, especially in close proximity to the 
course of Ibor River. A good number of mines and 
the majority of the mineral transformation facilities 
from those times have been located here. These 
include not only adits but also numerous test pits 
and small, shallow mining galleries. Sometimes, it 
has been speculated that the magnificent chestnut 
grove (castañar in Spanish) where this mining site 
is located owes its origin to the Romans’ use of 
chestnut wood. In fact, they used it to brace the 
mining galleries, to construct stamp mills, to make 
beams, pegs, etc., which made it the most highly 
appreciated tree species among the miners.

Located about 3 km north from the Peraleda de 
San Román is the valley of Gualija and next to its 
river sits the Marialina mine from Roman times 
whose miners came from the neighbouring 
city of Augustóbriga (later known as Talavera la 
Vieja and today submerged under the waters of 
Valdecañas reservoir). This mining site was used to 
extract copper and galena, ore from which lead is 
obtained. In the modern era, this site was again put 
into operation in 1871 by an English company and 
was called El Triunfo de San Julián mine. The last 

license for its exploitation dates back to 1917 and 
it is currently abandoned, although the remains 
of their facilities can still be observed by those 
who visit this area. More specifically, the valley 
of Gualija, San Román and the Marialina mine 
constitute a geosite of the Geopark.

There is another interesting kind of mining 
exploitation from Roman times in Las Villuercas 
and Los Ibores. These are “caverminas” (cavern-
mines), caves excavated in the Armorican 
quartzite rocks of the mountains in search for 
the iron ore. This metal was extracted from iron 
oxides and hydroxides such as limonite, hematite 
and goethite, through the use of fire and cold 
water that allowed the fragmentation of the hard 
quartzite. Normally, these cavities were associated 
with small smelting furnaces, as evidenced by 
the remains of forge slag around them. The most 
outstanding examples of these “caverminas”, due 
to their great extent, are Cueva de la Mora of Risco 
del Castillo in Cañamero; Cancho de las Narices 
in Castañar de Ibor; Cueva de los Maragatos in 
Guadalupe; Cueva de Peña Amarilla in Alía; the 
Cueva de Los Doblones in Alía; and many others 
spread across the outcrops of these regions.

Logrosán is home to three excellent geosites of the 
Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark, all of which 
are linked to mining operations. One of these is the Cerro 
de San Cristóbal hill, a batholith (very large granite mass 
extending to great depths beneath the Earth’s surface) which 
reveals thousands of years of mining history. The other two 
are the Costanaza Mine, which offers a great opportunity 
to learn about the mining heritage of this territory, and the 
Serranillo Mine, whose exploitation was discontinued by the 
end of the 20th century and where you can also observe 
trenches from the Spanish Civil War.

There are four other geosites that you can visit in Castañar 
de Ibor. The Raña de las Mesillas fanglomerate is a great 
example of the plains formed in the Tertiary Period due 
to sedimentation. The Castañar Cave, with a spectacular 
repertoire of concretions and crystal formations, can be 
accessed, with certain restrictions, from May to Sept. and 
upon prior request. The Chorrera de Calabazas is a waterfall 
that gives you the chance to appreciate the great biodiversity 
in this region. The Camorro de Castañar is an “inselberg”, 
sculpted by erosion of the hard quartzite rocks to form a 
plateau, which preserves numerous fossils inside it.

The Serranillo Mine

+34 927 36 01 80

Costanaza Mine, Phosphate I.C., 
“Vicente Sos Baynat” Museum of 
Mining and Geology
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THE ROMAN AND VISIGOTHIC REMAINS

Romans and Visigoths also left their mark on the territory of the Villuercas-
Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark. Although not considered the most 
prominent vestiges, these do testify to their presence, such as the close proximity 
to the ancient Roman city of Augustóbriga, in the neighbouring region of Campo 
Arañuelo, or its strategic location in the route that connected Augusta Emerita 
with Caesarobriga (the present-day Mérida and Talavera de la Reina). One of 
the most obvious factors that lured these people to the mountain ranges of the 
Geopark was its great mineral wealth, which continues to be a prominent feature. 

From the dawn of the common era

as Talavera la Vieja, until it submerged under the 
waters of Valdecañas reservoir in 1963), towards 
the north, undoubtedly influenced the inhabitants 
of this region.

Numerous Roman inscriptions have been 
discovered in these territories, of which the 
ones found in Villar del Pedroso are the most 
remarkable. Near the facade of the church of this 
town, there is an exceptionally well-preserved 
tombstone bearing an inscription that reads: “Here 
lies Duelia, daughter of Camalo, 25 years of age. 
This (tomb) was erected by Camalo, son of Avelio, 
and Duelia, daughter of Armonio, in memory of 
their daughter. May the earth rest lightly on you”. 

The lands that constitute the Villuercas-Ibores-
Jara UNESCO Global Geopark did not experience 
the same Roman presence as other nearby 
territories, although its landscape is dotted with 
vestiges of that era. The majority are agricultural 
or mining settlements, in addition to the roads that 
connected important cities. 

The route that linked Augusta Emerita (Mérida) 
and Caesarobriga (Talavera de la Reina) remained 
in use for many centuries and was known as the 
Camino Sevillano during the Middle Ages. The 
nearby Roman town of Augustóbriga (later known 

ROMAN ARTEFACTS FROM THE NECROPOLIS OF THE DEHESA DE VALHONDO PASTURELAND. (Berzocana)
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Another beautiful granite stela can be seen outside 
a residential building on the Calle de la Pasión 
street, dedicated to a 70-year-old Caesio. Near the 
same building, you can observe a second piece, 
although its inscription is practically illegible. Also, 
a Vettonian verraco stands in the same urban area 
of this town, bearing a Latin inscription possibly 
related to a funerary ritual. It is interesting to note 
how the same sculpture was used for different 
purposes in different centuries. 

Two more examples of these Roman stelae were 
found in the nearby town of Valdelacasa de Tajo: 
a marble stela dedicated to several deceased 
individuals, and a slate stela which is a bit more 
deteriorated. Unfortunately, none of the two is 
accessible to the visitors since they were moved 
to the National Museum of Roman Art in Mérida 
(MNAR), where they are stored but not displayed.

The origins of many of these Roman artefacts 
can presumably be explored in the ruins of 
Augustóbriga (later known as Talavera la Vieja).

From the 4th century CE, after the Roman conquest, 
several Barbarian kingdoms from Europe began 
to establish in the Iberian Peninsula. The Iberians 
started embracing Christian faith while the Roman 
cosmogony was coming to an end, as well as its 
territorial division. The Visigothic Kingdom did not 
leave behind an abundance of vestiges in these 
lands, however, there is enough evidence to infer 
that their settlement remained uninterrupted. 

One of the roads that went through this territory 
during the Visigothic period was that connecting 

Logrosán with Guadalupe, used as one of the 
pilgrimage routes to the Marian shrine. Today, it 
is one of the routes that can be travelled to reach 
the monastery and is known as Camino Visigodo 
(Visigoth path). 

One of the sites that best represent the Visigothic 
period, within the Geopark, is the Necropolis of 
Miguel Pérez in Berzocana. It is located next to 
the Valvellío River and occupies a wide area. The 
findings so far point to a significant population 
related to this necropolis. Almost all the tombs 
are excavated into the rock, many of which are in 
anthropomorphic form and most are closed with a 
slate cover. Some of the niches contain cremated 
remains indicating that the place was used by 
people with different funerary rites. The site has 
been linked to a mining operation and remains of 
ceramic objects, tegulae (roofing tiles) and some 
construction have been found on its surface.

Another important discovery of the Visigothic 
period is the alabaster sarcophagus found in 
Berzocana. Legend has it that a farmer found it 
in the 13th century while he was working an olive 
grove. It contained the remains of San Fulgencio 
and Santa Florentina and is currently in the custody 
of the parish church of San Juan Bautista. One 
theory suggests that its place of origin is Seville 
and that, after the Islamic invasion, it was buried in 
these parts by some priests.

Situated in the vicinity of Berzocana, on the road that goes 
towards Navezuelas, is the geosite known as Collado 
del Brazo. Its charm lies in the fact that it is located on the 
watershed between the basins of Tagus and Guadiana 
rivers. Another important feature is the traditional threshing 
floor known as “Era del Gato” which, having lost its original 
use, has been converted into a magnificent observation 

point. From here we can see some of the most distinctive 
rocks and cliffs of the Geopark.

In Berzocana, we encourage the visitors to visit the Regional 
Archaeology I.C. which offers an opportunity to travel 
through the history of human settlements in the territory, 
from the Prehistory to the Middle Ages.

The Collado del Brazo hillock

+34 681 26 43 19

Archaeology Interpretation Centre 
of Berzocana
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THE ISLAMIC CASTLES AND THEIR PEOPLES

For almost the entirety of the Middle Ages, Extremadura was quite distinctly a 
frontier territory. This meant intense warfare and frequently changing borders. 
These events were witnessed by the numerous fortresses that mark the most 
strategic points of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark.

Territorial defence in the times of upheaval

In the 13th century, when the kingdom of Castile 
conquered the Muslim kingdom, the city of Trujillo 
also recovered its lands and became part of the 
royal domains, which included Logrosán. One of 
the Moorish strongholds of this area used to sit 
atop the Cerro de San Cristóbal hill. Today, you can 
still observe remains of this hisn (castle) as well as 
an Arab settlement around.

Another interesting Moorish fortification in the 
Geopark is situated in Cañamero. The desolate 
ruins of a castle and fragments of some sections 
of the rampart are perched on a quartzite outcrop 
containing ancient vestiges of the Chalcolithic 
period. The cistern and a central tower can still be 
discerned in these remains. In 1220, the fortress 
was already abandoned and, in the 15th century, 

Until 13th century, when the Reconquista (Spanish 
for reconquest) ended, the border between the 
Christian kingdoms and Islamic territories was 
subjected to numerous changes due to which it 
was sometimes located in the vicinity of Córdoba 
and Seville, while sometimes in the valley of the 
Tagus River. This resulted in the construction of 
defensive structures such as alcazabas (Moorish 
citadels) in the most strategic places, such as high 
mountains and hills. Although these buildings were 
destroyed and rebuilt throughout Reconquista, 
many of them are still standing proudly at their 
lofty vantage points, lording it over the landscape 
and, often, the toponymy. 

MIDDLE AGES

REMAINS OF THE CASTLE OF LOGROSÁN
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MIDDLE AGES

was ordered to be demolished since it served as 
a refuge for criminals who attacked and robbed 
the pilgrims of Guadalupe. Located very close to 
it is the Mora cave that evokes the image of Arab 
occupation of these cliffs in the past.

In Solana de Cabañas, near the Cancho del Reloj 
outcrop, you can observe the remains of another 
such fortress. At the highest point of the Sierra del 
Castillejo mountains, as a prominent reference to 
the old building, you can find the remains of one of 
these strong fortifications and a wide settlement.  

Also, the written sources in Alía mention the 
existence of this structure. Some documents from 
the 16th century state that this castle “questá a 
quarto de legua de Halía fue morada antigua de 
moros y ou dia pareçen edifiçios deçimientos y 
casares asiento de pueblo y planta de árboles...”. In 
the interrogations of the Real Audiencia (appellate 
court) in 1792, the question about the existence 
of castles in Alía was answered negatively. Their 
vestiges are located located on the Santa Catalina 
mountain, next to which the town is located. This 
place, from where a good part of the valley of 
Jaligüela can be seen, houses several scattered 
remains of buildings as well as ceramic objects 
and cave paintings.

The Castillo de Espejel castle is situated in 
Valdelacasa de Tajo. Certain records attest to 
its existence since the 12th century, according 

to which Alfonso VIII donated it to the Order 
of Santiago, dating its construction back to the 
10th century. It is a perfect example of this type 
of fortresses featuring a quadrangular central 
bastion with towers in the corners. The remains 
of its barbican and walled corridor can be seen 
even today. The building materials used for its 
construction include granite, mortar and slate. The 
ancient name “espechel” indicates its function as 
a watchtower.

Close to the Tagus River is the Castillo de Alija 
castle, perched on the granite blocks that guard the 
estuary from where the Gualija River runs into the 
Tagus River. It has a special strategic location from 
where it controlled the passage of the ancient road 
that, through the Búho and Conde bridges, led to 
the plains of Campo Arañuelo. On the other side 
of the valley stood the watchtower of Peñaflor 
and all that is left of it today are the vestiges of its 
foundations.

Other Islamic strongholds that can be found in the 
Geopark are the Castillo de Cabañas castle and 
the Fuerte del Castro fort of Villar del Pedroso. 
Because of their considerable relevance, each of 
these deserves a separate chapter.

The strategic location of the Islamic fortresses on the 
highest points of the territory allows the visitors to admire 
the breathtaking landscapes of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara 
UNESCO Global Geopark. Several natural vantage points 
located all around the mountain ranges of this area offer an 
opportunity to observe the diverse geological formations 
characterised by the Appalachian relief, the fanglomerates 
as well as the synclines and anticlines.

Atop many of the cliffs where these castles are located, you 
can still see the vestiges of ancient settlements of these 

strategic locations. For instance, the rock shelters with 
schematic cave paintings that exist on several quartzite cliffs 
of the mountain ranges of Villuercas and Ibores.

The Regional Archaeology Interpretation Centre of 
Berzocana offers an interpretative journey through the 
different periods of prehistory and history. It is an ideal space 
to learn more about the medieval circumstances that led to 
the emergence of Islamic castles in this area. 

The natural vantage points

+34 681 26 43 19

Archaeology Interpretation Centre 
of Berzocana
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THE CABAÑAS CASTLE

For almost a millennium, on one of the most imposing vertical hillsides in the 
western area of the Villuercas, an Islamic fortress has been standing tall over the 
town of Cabañas. In the past, from this Islamic watchtower, control was exercised 
over the routes and roads that extended between the Ortijuela mountain range 
and the valley of Berzocana River to the southwest, and the Almonte valley to the 
northeast. The remains of the fortress continue to be spectacular to this day and, 
wrapped in a legend, rise with a glorious equilibrium atop the cliffs. 

The watchtower of las Villuercas

hands of the Ducado de Frías (duchy) and the 
fortification was then known as Castillo de Frías.

The fortress was strategically important due to 
its location on a rock that is difficult to access, 
with an altitude of 70 metres and dominated by 
two valleys. The land’s natural relief provided 
additional defence to the ramparts of the castle. 
This was especially significant when Extremadura, 
and particularly, the area encompassed in the 
Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark 
today, was distinctly considered a frontier territory. 
This bastion was part of the Islamic defence 

The origin of this fortification has been linked to the 
12th century, however, all the evidence suggests 
that it was constructed upon another Islamic 
building. In the 14th century, after the Christian 
kingdoms reconquered the territories of Trujillo, 
the Castillo de Cabañas castle became part of 
the Señorío de Oropesa (feudal lordship) and the 
Marquesado de Jarandilla (nobility). García Álvarez 
de Toledo, to whom it was conceded by King Henry 
II of Castile, thereby undertook its refurbishment. 
Subsequently, the castle was transferred into the 

PANORAMIC VIEW OF THE CASTLE OF CABAÑAS ATOP A CRAGGY HILL. (Cabañas del Castillo)

15 MIDDLE AGES
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system intended to defend the Andalusian 
territories towards the south of Tagus River, an 
area demarcated as Middle March or Al-Tagr Al-
Awsat during the time of Umayyad Emirate of 
Córdoba.

The castle of Cabañas was built with materials 
from the region—quartzite and mortar. For the 
openings of doors and windows, brick was used. 
Some of these windows remain preserved in 
which the shape of a beautiful small horseshoe 
arch can be seen, one of the rare ornamentations 
appearing in a structure designed specifically for 
defence purposes. The best-preserved part of the 
construction today is what was possibly the tower 
keep, standing out from the rest of its ruins. The 
remains of another smaller tower, prism-shaped 
just like the previous one, and fragments of several 
sections of the rampart can also be observed. The 
rest of the castle, maintaining equilibrium, extends 
to a tapered quartzite crest due to which it has an 
irregular, narrow and elongated shape. Its entrance 
was protected by a bastion with its wall standing 
on the edge of the cliff. Next to this is the main 
entrance which was also fortified.

In the lower part of the rock on which where the 
fortress is located is the town of Cabañas del 
Castillo, a town whose history and name are 
entirely linked to those of the castle.

There is an interesting legend about this place 
that explains the origin of the fortress. According 
to tradition, there lived a gigantic lizard in these 

mountains, so huge that, with one swish of its 
tail, it could cause landslides and move enormous 
rocks. The reptile dominated seven leagues and 
the people of those valleys were so frightened that 
they dared not go near that area. One day, a thief 
who was being pursued by the law for stealing 
from a church of the nearby town of Jaraicejo, hid in 
the mountains. When the lizard tried to attack him, 
the man blinded him with the flash of a gold paten 
and killed him with a dagger. The burglar suddenly 
became a hero and was permitted to build a castle 
in the same place where he killed the monster.

Near Cabañas del Castillo, adjacent to the road that connects 
Deleitosa with Berzocana, and next to the bridge that spans 
the course of the river, is the geosite Apreturas del Almonte. 
This is a splendid fluvial gorge through which the river of 
the same name flows out from the Navezuelas-Almonte 
anticline, through a fracture in the quartzite formations. From 
there, it runs towards the Tagus River, where it debouches, 
but not before creating one of the most precipitous and 
magnificent landscapes of the Geopark.

This area has a high ecological significance as it offers 
a wonderful opportunity to observe large raptors such 
as griffon vultures and black storks. The vegetation is 
represented by common junipers, holm oaks and cork oaks 
in the higher parts, close to the cliffs, and by riparian woods 
(gallery forests that usually appear along the rivers) of alders 
and ash trees on the riverbanks.

The Apreturas del Almonte fluvial gorge

+34 927 15 12 05

Town Council of Cabañas del Castillo

Window of the castle of Cabañas. (Cabañas del Castillo)

MIDDLE AGES
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THE CASTROS FORT 
OF VILLAR DEL PEDROSO

In the Caliphate of Córdoba, a series of defensive structures were erected to stop 
the Christian forces towards the south of the Tagus River. This strip of territory 
was known as Middle March or At-Tagr al-Awsat. The territory encompassed 
in the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark was part of this frontier 
territory and the Fuerte de Castros is one of the fortresses whose remains have 
survived to this day.

A fortress of the Middle March

Its origin dates back to the 10th and 11th centuries 
and it was possibly commissioned by Abd ar-
Rahman II in 918. Despite this fact, the name “del 
Castro” suggests that the place was previously 
occupied by a pre-Roman settlement. This fortress 
was part of the defence system of La Jara and, 
alongside the castles of Gualija and Espejel, it 
watched over the borderline of the Tagus.

Its location, in addition to being influenced by the 
natural protection provided by the orographic 

The mouth of the Pedroso River towards the Tagus 
is quite remarkable for two reasons: the charming 
waterfall formed by the tributary in its final stretch, 
and the stunning views of the scenery around it. 
Here, on an elevation between the Pedroso and 
Tagus rivers, lording it over a strategic complex, 
stands the Fuerte de Castros fort. It is a citadel 
around which, and under its protection, an Arab 
town was settled. 

RUINS OF THE TOWER OF THE FUERTE DE CASTROS FORT. (Villar del Pedroso)

16 MIDDLE AGES
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features of its surroundings, was chosen for the 
defence of an old bridge that spanned the Tagus. 
You can still see the remains of two starlings 
(bulwarks built to ease the flow of the water 
around the bridge) of this massive structure that 
was a crucial point to ford the river.

Two fortified towers of this fortress also remain 
preserved to this day, between which you will 
find the entrance to the rampart constructed 
with granite masonry. Inside this wide space, you 
can discern some remnants of the quadrangular 
cistern, an indispensable structure in this type of 
castles that were meant to supply water in case 
of a siege. You can also see the remains of a huge 
tower that was possibly a keep. The area covered 
by the citadel extends to a small plateau—created 
by levelling—on the abrupt hillock. It adhered to a 
fairly widespread model in Al-Andalus, consisting 
of a rectangle formed by square towers and 
adapting to the elevation of the site.

Surrounding the walled construction are the 
vestiges of the town where you can observe 
the remains of the walls of houses. These had 
rectangular floor plans and were modest in size. 

According to the chronicles, after the Reconquista 
(Spanish reconquest) and the Christian rule of 
the valleys of Tagus, this place was perpetually 
deserted.

In Villar del Pedroso, you can visit one of the spectacular 
geosites of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global 
Geopark: Desfiladero del Pedroso gorge.  This stream, due 
to erosive activity, has been carving through hard layers of 
rock over time, creating a course full of waterfalls and giant’s 
kettles, also known locally as “pilancones”. It is located a 
little over two kilometres from El Puente del Arzobispo 
of the province of Toledo, on the border between the two 
municipalities.

The mass of rock that the fluvial course runs through in this 
area is composed of a type of granite, called “microgranite” 
or aplite, characterised by its toughness and resistance to 
erosion. However, it shows a great propensity to fracture, 
forming perpendicular joints or fractures which the river 
keeps carving through. The most spectacular part of this 
gorge is about 750 metres long and is closer to the town. 
In this craggy place, you can observe some interesting 
rock formations caused by the weathering of granite. 

These include large rounded boulders, balancing rocks and 
mushroom rocks. 

Not far from the Fuerte del Castro, remains of several 
windmills and a hammer mill have been discovered. Within 
the areas of the Geopark, this type of hydraulic structures, 
which include gristmills, watermills and fulling mills, were of 
vital economic significance.

In the town of Villar del Pedroso, you can see several 
archaeological treasures such as the Vettonian zoomorphic 
monuments and various Roman inscriptions.

A visit to the Carnaval de Ánimas Interpretation Centre is 
also highly recommended. Here, you can learn about the 
history as well as the special features of this ancient and 
unique festival that dates back to the 17th century and is a 
combination of religious and military celebration.

The Desfiladero del Pedroso gorge

Wall of the Fuerte de Castros fort. (Villar del Pedroso)

+34 927 55 50 02

Carnaval de Ánimas 
Interpretation Centre

MIDDLE AGES



46

THE MEDIEVAL ROUTES OF GUADALUPE

For centuries, people from all parts of Castile, including the royalty, the nobility, 
people from religious institutions, merchants as well as pilgrims, have come 
to visit the Royal Monastery of Santa María de Guadalupe. Since a statue of 
the Blessed Virgin appeared in the early 14th century and a hermitage, now a 
monastery, was built in her honour, the site became one of the most important 
religious and cultural centres. As its pilgrimage grew in importance, an excellent 
network of pilgrim’s ways and infrastructures emerged to respond to the needs 
of the travellers. Hospital del Obispo, San Román, La Avellaneda and Rincón de 
los Frailes are some of the best examples of these medieval structures that we can 
admire even today.

Roads, bridges and inns for pilgrims and kings

was necessary to establish a network of pilgrim’s 
ways that were funded by the civil and religious 
authorities. Nowadays there are twelve pilgrimage 
paths to Guadalupe: Camino Real, from Madrid; 
Camino de los Montes de Toledo, from the city of 
Toledo; Camino de la Jara, from Calera y Chozas 
in the province of Toledo; Camino de Cabañeros, 
from Alcoba; Camino de Levante, from Saceruela; 
Camino de los Mineros, from Almadén; Camino 
Mozárabe, from Monterrubio; Camino Romano, 
from Mérida; Camino Visigodo, from Alcuéscar; 
Camino de los Descubridores, from Cáceres and 
Trujillo; Camino de Monfragüe, from Plasencia 
and Camino de los Jerónimos, from Yuste. These 

Throughout history, Guadalupe has been gaining 
prominence as a religious epicentre and has 
become one of the major pilgrimage destinations 
in Europe. The pilgrim with the biggest contribution 
to the popularity of this shrine was, undoubtedly, 
Isabella the Catholic, whose visits were registered 
at least 16 times. 

The influence of Guadalupe extended beyond 
the religious enclave and spread throughout the 
west of the Iberian Peninsula. To facilitate access 
for all the people who visited the monastery, it 

LOS ÁLAMOS BRIDGE. (Inmediaciones de Guadalupe)

17 MIDDLE AGES
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pilgrim’s ways, excellent natural paths that go 
through spectacular and varied landscapes, were 
vital routes that connected cultures and traditions, 
thus constituting an extraordinary historical 
heritage. This network of pathways comprised all 
the elements essential to the pilgrims’ journey, 
such as bridges, inns and cottages.

Hospital del Obispo is located on the Camino Real 
route in the valley named after it. This building is 
surrounded by lush forests and was built in the 14th 
century to provide shelter to the travellers during 
their journeys through these uninhabited mountain 
ranges. It appears to have been constructed 
over a hunting lodge of Pedro I and underwent 
expansions in the successive years. One of its 
remodelling projects was carried out by the Bishop 
of Sigüenza, whom it derived its name from. It 
became especially important during the 15th and 
16th centuries and gave shelter to numerous 
pilgrims, however, its use diminished during the 
late 18th century as it gradually descended into 
abandonment. After the Spanish Civil War, it was 
converted into a station of the National Guard in 
order to fight the Spanish Maquis. 

Another interesting place along these centuries-
old routes is San Román, a small village by the 
banks of Gualija River which was abandoned in the 
16th century. Legend has it that the inhabitants of 
this place had to abandon it and settle in Peraleda, 
due to an ant invasion. Since then, Peraleda was 
renamed Peraleda de San Román. The ashlars and 
columns found in the remains of the buildings that 
are still standing, although barely, suggest that this 

Just ten kilometres from Guadalupe is one of the most 
important medieval bridges through which the Camino Real 
crosses the Ibor river.  

Many parts of the lush forests near the Hospital del Obispo 
are covered by “trampales” or peat bogs. These are small 
pools formed by the accumulation of organic matter—
moss—which, due to the acidic content of the medium, 
does not decompose, thus resulting in the creation of a 

unique ecosystem. Carnivorous plants are some of the most 
extraordinary beings that have adapted to live in the peat 
bogs.

Near Fresnodoso de Ibor, you can marvel at the magnificent 
“giant’s kettles” or potholes of the Ibor river. The force of the 
water combined with continuous rotations of the stones, 
trapped inside rock cavities, goes on digging round holes that 
eventually lead to the formation of small pools.

The bridge over the Ibor and the peat bogs

+34 927 36 94 29

Pilgrim’s Ways of Guadalupe

MIDDLE AGES

place was occupied during the Roman times. These 
remains include the facade of the old church. Very 
close to this uninhabited village, just downstream 
from the valley, there is an ancient bridge with a 
single arch known as the Roman bridge.

Not too far from here, there is another abandoned 
village in Fresnedoso de Ibor with an incredibly 
similar history. This small village is called La 
Avellaneda. Towards the 15th century, it suffered 
an exodus of its people to Castañar de Ibor, due 
to a termite infestation. Despite this, the village 
continued to have a small population, until a new 
termite infestation surfaced in the late 18th century. 

Another must-see attraction is the Rincón de 
los Frailes or Casa del Rincón de Valdepalacios 
which is situated in Logrosán. It is an estate 
with numerous buildings and rooms, initially 
intended for the supply of agricultural products 
to the monastery of Guadalupe. It combined this 
production activity with the role of the hostelry, 
providing shelter to those who travelled from the 
south, gradually converting into a small village. It 
was disentailed in the 19th century and yet it carries 
out its agricultural activity as well as continues to 
maintain its manor house, the Franciscan convent, 
what used to be the hostelry, the refectory and 
the church. It has been able to partly preserve the 
exceptional arrangement of Talavera tiles from the 
16th century that served as an altarpiece.
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THE SANTA CATALINA CHURCH OF ALÍA

The municipality of Alía is home to probably the best representation of religious 
Mudéjar art in Extremadura. The Iglesia de Santa Catalina (Church of Saint 
Catherine) is certainly a magnificent example of the architecture conditioned 
by the long period of Reconquista (Spanish reconquest) of the Middle Ages. The 
Mudéjar is a unique and unconventional style that originated in the Christian 
kingdoms of the Iberian Peninsula and in which a strong influence of several 
Moorish alarifes (masons and master masons), who continued to live there after 
the reconquest, is clearly visible.

The ultimate Mudéjar architecture

around that time. The dedication of the church to 
Santa Catalina, patron saint of the friars, supports 
this hypothesis.

One of the characteristics that make this temple 
unique is that it has maintained its original 
appearance and structures practically intact. As a 
result, it is one of the most spectacular Mudéjar 
temples in the region.

The Iglesia de Santa Catalina church is situated at 
the highest point of the town, dominating the Plaza 
de Dos Bonillas, at a site where, as per tradition, 
there used to be an ancient castle.

The building dates back to the 15th century and 
its construction was possibly influenced by the 
Hieronymite monks who had arrived in Guadalupe 

THE IGLESIA DE SANTA CATALINA CHURCH. (Alía). (Photograph Juan Gil Montes)
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Being the perfect example of this style, it was 
constructed using pieces of rock, especially 
quartzite and slate, for the majority of the 
building—walls, buttresses, pillars and the tower. 
Brick was used for the more decorative parts as 
well as for the arches, windows and entrances. 

The most striking feature of the temple is its robust 
tower, entirely made of stone, standing at the 
western facade and, judging by some construction 
aspects, seems older than the rest of the church. 
The shape and structure of the tower evoke typical 
architectural designs of fortifications, suggesting 
that it was part of a walled enclosure. If so, it would 
substantiate the local tradition. There is a large 
door that has been kept closed for centuries and 
three hollow spaces that serve as a belfry. The 
transition of the tower into an apse made with 
brick is especially interesting. 

The external appearance of the church is solemn 
and austere, in contrast to the dynamism created 
by the succession of formeret arches. The arches 
in the centre and between the naves are ogival, 
while the side arches are semicircular. The largest 
of all is the one that gives access to the apse. The 
hexagonal pillars that support the arches, also 

made of brick, add elegance to the structure. 
These arches and pillars define different spaces 
that resemble the components of a mosque. 

The main entrance is a semicircular arch made of 
coloured brick. This material is also used to make 
the chancel that has a hexagonal layout, although 
quite irregular. It rises above the main nave and has 
several ogival arches in its upper part that make 
the temple especially luminous. Due to numerous 
refurbishments carried out over time, all but two of 
these openings are closed off today.

In the outer part of the temple, in one of the 
buttresses of the apse, there is an ancient 
embossed sculpture depicting a face, in addition to 
the granite sculpture of Santa Catalina.

In the dehesa or pastureland of Alía, you can visit the 
Ermita de la Virgen de la Concepción (Chapel of Our Lady 
of the Conception), an exceptional building whose most 
remarkable feature is its facade composed of a semi-circular 
arch flanked by two elongated windows. Elements such as 
its small portico and its three windows add great beauty to 
this complex.

The  Birds Special Protection Area (BSPA) Villuercas and 
Valle del Guadarranque, a protected area that covers a 
large portion of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global 
Geopark. 

Within its municipal boundary, you can visit geosites. 
One of them is the Estrecho de la Peña Amarilla strait, a 
spectacular gorge formed by the Jarigüela River running 
past the Armorican quartzite strata. This place has great 

geological importance since it shows the transition from 
the Ediacaran-Lower Cambrian period to the Ordovician 
period (about 485 million years ago). Another geosite are 
the Hornos de cal de la Calera located about 10 kilometres 
north of the town centre of Alía. They together form an 
ensemble of six lime kilns, and the structures associated 
with them, which were once used to obtain lime for the 
construction of the Royal Monastery of Guadalupe. Lastly, 
you can visit the Cancheras del Charco de la Trucha which 
is accessed through a 20-kilometre forest trail, starting from 
the road that connects Alía with Puerto de San Vicente in 
the province of Toledo. This is a natural enclave in which the 
steep riverbed of Charco de la Trucha has been excavating a 
gorge that is home to an important relict species—surviving 
representatives of a formerly diverse or widespread group in 
an isolated area—of the Prunus lusitanica or Portugal laurel 
(loro in Spanish).

The Villuercas and Valle del Guadarranque 
Birds Special Protection Area (BSPA) 

+34 927 36 60 27

Santa Catalina Church

+34 927 36 60 02

Town Council of Alía
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THE NUESTRA SEÑORA DE BELÉN CHAPEL 
OF CAÑAMERO

This chapel houses the patron saint of the town, the Virgin of Bethlehem. It is 
situated about 3 kilometres from the town centre on the banks of the Ruecas 
River, surrounded by quartzite cliffs, which makes a natural passage on the 
route to Guadalupe. Between its walls and the paintings that adorn its apse, 
a beautiful combination of the Mudéjar, Baroque and Rococo styles has been 
gradually incorporated over the centuries, giving it an unprecedented image. 
The Ermita de Nuestra Señora de Belén (Chapel of Our Lady of Bethlehem) is 
a unique temple that, in addition to being an important historic, artistic and 
cultural site, is highly valued for its exceptional surroundings.

A magnificent blend of Mudéjar and Baroque architecture

nave and an interesting hexagonal apse. All the 
exterior construction was done using stone, 
however, brick was used for making the edges of 
the apse and its windows. This gives the building 
an austere and sober aspect.

The nave that occupies the entire space inside is 
composed of an arcade made of bricks rising from 
the ground and supporting the barrel vault. The 

This small Mudéjar chapel is located on the route 
that leads to the Royal Monastery of Guadalupe, 
just before the slope of Puerto Llano in the Belén 
Valley. 

The temple reveals some extension of the original 
construction and consists of a single rectangular 

THE IGLESIA DE NUESTRA SEÑORA DE BELÉN CHAPEL. (Cañamero)
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interiors are neatly painted white, except the last 
section of the vault and the chancel area, where 
you can see a profusion of beautiful ornamentation. 
The chancel boasts a remarkable collection of 17th-
century Baroque frescoes which include astral 
elements, such as the sun and the moon, as well 
as various plant patterns, decorations based on 
acanthus leaves and allegories like the Tree of Life.

There are more paintings in the decorated part of 
the barrel vault, although these are from the 18th 
century. In this case, the frescoes are of Rococo 
style and depict cherubs with musical instruments, 
plant motifs, etc.

Adjoining the chapel is the Casa del Santero, 
where the sanctuary custodian lived. In return, he 
could enjoy the fresh produce from the chapel’s 
orchard, in addition to using the aforementioned 
accommodation.

From the collection, certain elements of the 
sculpture of the Virgin with the Child make 
it particularly interesting. This 15th-century 
Gothic-style image is sculpted in polychromatic 
cedarwood. She is dressed in a v-neck tunic with 
geometric and plant patterns, very much in tune 
with the times. The sculpture has undergone 
various mutilations and restorations that have led 
to its current appearance. The latest restoration 

had shown the crown that nowadays wears the 
Virgin.  

Twice a year, the chapel opens its doors to the 
people of Cañamero. Firstly, on 24th January, 
when young people, called the “quintos”, hold a 
pilgrimage to celebrate their coming of age. And 
secondly, on Easter Monday, which is when the 
entire town holds its main pilgrimage.

Not far from the Ermita de Belén chapel is the Cancho del 
Fresno reservoir. Built on the Ruecas River, it offers the 
chance to observe various aquatic bird species. It is also an 
ideal place for black bass and carp fishing, in addition to other 
species.

Just downstream from the dam is the Charco de la Nutria and 
a natural swimming pool, formed by the cold and crystalline 
waters of the Ruecas, which is surrounded by alders, black 
poplars and ash trees. It is a highly recommended place to 
make a stopover along the route during the summer months.

On one of the slopes surrounding this natural pool, on its 
right edge, sits the Chiquita Cave or Álvarez Cave, a rock 
shelter that houses an extraordinary collection of schematic 

cave paintings and is open to visitors. This cave is enveloped 
in a legend about a snake whose silhouette, according to 
tradition, can be seen captured on one of its rocky walls.

The Geopark Visitor Centre in Cañamero, situated in the old 
schools on the main road of the town, is the perfect place 
to learn about the geological and natural wealth of the 
Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark. Within its 
premises, familiarise yourself with the characteristics of the 
Appalachian relief and the geological history of the geopark 
and the Iberian Peninsula. It also houses an important 
collection of fossils. The most remarkable among these is 
the Cloudina carinata (a 550 million years old fossil), one 
of the first animals with a mineralised exoskeleton, whose 
specimens can be seen in one of the display cases.

The Charco de la Nutria

+34 675 06 19 82

Geopark Visitor Centre (Cañamero)
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Virgin with the Child. (Iglesia de Ntra. Sra. de Belén, Cañamero)
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THE NUESTRA SEÑORA DE LA PEÑA CHURCH 
OF CABAÑAS DEL CASTILLO

Among the best vantage point of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global 
Geopark is the granite cliff embracing the desolate ruins of what was once a 
formidable Moorish castle—later taken over by the Order of Alcántara—from 
which the town derives its name. Situated at the foot of this imposing rock 
formation is the aptly named Iglesia de Nuestra Señora de la Peña (Church of 
Our Lady of the Rock), one of the many important examples of the Mudéjar style 
found in this territory.

At the foot of the moorish fortress

kingdoms of the Iberian peninsula converge 
with the construction technique of the Moors 
under their dominance), especially with regard to 
religious architecture. 

The pattern of the Mudéjar works of Extremadura 
in evident in its design and appearance with simple 
wall faces and hardly any openings. Moreover, 
elements of the Mudéjar architecture of Guadalupe 
can also be observed here that, with the rise of the 

The Iglesia de Santa María de las Peñas, also 
known locally as Parroquia de la Virgen de la 
Peña (Parish Church of the Virgin of the Rock), is a 
temple built mostly with stone masonry, although 
some of its elements, such as the bell tower or 
the entrance arches and windows, are made with 
brick. This combination of materials is typical of 
the Mudéjar style (in which the trends of Christian 
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Hieronymites in the Royal Monastery, extended its 
scope of influence to the entire area of the current 
Geopark.

This late 15th/early 16th-century church consists 
of a single central nave with a raised polygonal 
chancel. In this type of constructions, the absence 
of buttresses from the side walls is fairly common 
as they were not required when the central nave 
was covered with wood ceilings.

On the exterior, a quadrangular tower rises on the 
left side—the Gospel side—of the central nave. Its 
facade features a beautiful brick doorway with a 
basket-handle arch and Gothic-style mouldings. 
As a finishing touch, it has an ogee moulding 
surrounded by an alfiz (decorative element that 
frames the opening of a door). The style of this 
doorway, one of the main attractions of the 
church, is Gothic-Mudéjar. This facade also has 
some superimposed layers of brick between the 
entrance and the corners of the tower.

Inside the church, the central nave is formed by 
a succession of large semicircular arches and 
there is a modest choir at the other end with three 
smaller arches. 

On one of the sides of the central nave, there is a 
small altar with gorgeous Renaissance-style tiling, 
that shows references of the Marian devotions as 
well as diverse iconography.

Close to the church, the town’s medieval 
“picota”—a column usually made of stone with a 

cross or a ball on its capital—still stands tall. Unlike 
others, its fairly distinctive feature is that its shaft is 
entirely made of brick. Four iron snake mouldings 
are projecting from its top. This monument attests 
the status of villa (medieval honorary title for 
fortified towns) acquired by its people during the 
Late Middle Ages.

Every second Sunday of September, the citizens of 
Cabañas del Castillo celebrate the feast day of the 
Virgen de la Peña at this place.

All the churches of the municipality formed the 
Royal Abbey of Cabañas under royal patronage. Its 
important activity remained until the middle of the 
19th century, when his last abbot died.

A must-see attraction here is the natural vantage point of 
the Moorish castle that dominates the town’s landscape. 
It can be accessed through a path that runs parallel to 
the rocky wall. It is not advisable for people with limited 
mobility. The route is not excessively long and is just a half-
hour trek, but the incline is considerably steep. However, 
the reward is phenomenal: one of the most stunning 
views of the landscape of Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO 
Global Geopark. Appreciate the panorama of the synclinal 

geosite of Santa Lucía - Ruecas River in all its glory, and an 
unmatched perspective of the Appalachian relief (named 
after the famous Appalachian Mountains of North America).

Cabañas del Castillo has three other small towns: Retamosa, 
Roturas and Solana. A visit to these quaint mountain towns is 
highly recommended, not just to appreciate their cultural and 
historical heritage but to admire their natural surroundings.

The sidewalk to the castle

+34 927 15 12 05

Town Council of Cabañas del Castillo
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THE SAN JUAN BAUTISTA CHURCH 
OF BERZOCANA

Legend has it that in 1223, a farmer found one marble sarcophagus in an olive 
grove. It contained the remains of San Fulgencio and Santa Florentina, Visigothic 
saints from the 6th century, natives of Cartagena and residents of Seville. These 
sacred remains are currently in the safe custody of Iglesia de San Juan Bautista 
(Church of Saint John the Baptist), in a reliquary donated by King Philip II of 
Spain. The fascinating history of this temple, with its magnificent cathedral-
like appearance and around which the town of Berzocana was born, combines 
elements of the Late Roman, Visigothic, Mudéjar, Baroque and Renaissance 
periods.

The treasure of the relics

the Evangelist, that suggest the existence of an 
ancient Visigothic temple in its place. Later on, it 
was almost completely demolished, except for its 
tower which is the only structure left of the original 
building. In the 16th century, it was rebuilt by the 
bishopric of Plasencia, which gave it the current 
Renaissance-Gothic appearance. 

Outside of the building, its different construction 
stages can be distinguished based on distinct 
aesthetics and styles. Towards the west, its 
remarkable facade and the tall rectangular tower 

This structure, declared a National Monument in 
1977, stands out from the rest of the town due to 
its especially large dimensions. The east-west axis 
of the central nave extends 35 metres in length. 
The documented information dates back to the 
origin of the temple around the 14th-15th century. 
However, there are elements such as the column 
that holds the pulpit, the marble base of the holy 
water font and a granite relief sculpture of John 
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are accompanied by a doorway set in ashlar with 
an ogival archivolt, that represent the oldest phase 
of what still remains standing. On the Epistle side 
(the right side facing the altar), you can see a portico 
with a segmental arch and a Renaissance doorway. 
Above it, there is an elevated relief structure of 
Saint John the Baptist. The unique combination 
of brick and stone indicates that this is a Mudéjar 
piece, closely related to the usual architectural 
style of the Order of Santiago spread across 
Extremadura. Other exterior elements, such as the 
semicircular windows, a lobed archivolt, the large 
window of the chancel and a cross with balustrade, 
point to the Renaissance style.

The interior of the church consists of three 
extensive naves of equal height. Between these 
is a series of six slender compound piers with 
magnificent rib vaults extending over it. The main 
chapel is octagonal and is also covered with rib 
vaults.

Another important element of the temple is its 
choir, with exceptional stonework, a balustrade in 
the centre with the bishop’s coat of arms, which 
occupies the three final sections of the church. This 
part of the temple features a lavish stellar vault 
with rich ornamentation. It is crowned with basket-
handle arches. The ensemble of the choir is an 
example of Late Gothic art. 

But perhaps the most outstanding element in the 
whole church is the Capilla de los Santos (Chapel 
of the Saints). This space houses the chest made 

of ebony, nacre, ivory and gold that contains the 
remains of San Fulgencio and Santa Florentina. 
This reliquary was donated by King Philip II. The 
marble sarcophagus in which the saints’ remains 
were found is of Late Roman origin. It cannot 
be observed properly as it is kept almost hidden 
behind the baroque altarpiece.

According to the chronicles, the chapel was 
inaugurated in 1610, although, a folk song sung 
during the Fiesta del Ramo feast in Berzocana, 
indicates a different year:

On Saint Peter’s Day
God’s grace through and through
This altarpiece was placed
In the year thirty-two.

This chapel consists of a lower section and an 
upper section. The first consists of several Tuscan 
columns and a proto-Baroque altarpiece with 
images of the two saints. The second is an Ionic-
style platform or gallery which is accessed by 
an open staircase to the presbytery. Its wall is 
covered by an 18th-century Solomonic altarpiece 
with figures of saints, elaborate ornamentation 
and a large pelican at its top. The wall surfaces are 
adorned with Baroque ceramic ornaments. 

Berzocana is home to two interesting geosites.  One is the 
Cancho del Reloj, an almost vertical quartzite outcrop located 
in the Sierra del Castillejo mountains. The vertical strata that 
form these rocks are the sediments of an ancient seabed 
that dates back 480 million years. On a fine-sand bottom of 
a shallow sea, the trilobites left their tracks, trace fossils—
called Cruziana—that can be seen today in these mountains. 
Near this outcrop, you can observe several remnants of a 
medieval settlement along with an abundance of important 
schematic cave paintings that have been discovered within 

these rock formations.

The other geosite is the Cancho de las Sábanas on the 
southwestern slope of the Sierra de Berzocana mountain. 
As in the Cancho del Reloj, here you can observe outcrops 
of hard materials, such as quartzite, which have resisted 
erosion better than the soft rocks that surrounded them. 
This is where you will find famous caves like Los Cabritos 
and Risquillo de Paulino housing important schematic cave 
paintings. 

An ancient seabed of 480 million years

+34 681 26 43 19

Archaeology Interpretation 
Centre of Berzocana
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THE SAN MATEO CHURCH OF LOGROSÁN

The Iglesia de San Mateo (Saint Matthew’s Church) of Logrosán is one of the best 
examples of religious Gothic architecture in the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO 
Global Geopark. So much so that, if the Gothic architecture of Villuercas was 
to be classified as an independent architectural style, this would be one of its 
archetypes. As in most temples from the same period, its current appearance is 
the result of successive refurbishments performed throughout the history. These 
renovations, far from reducing their value, turned these buildings into witnesses 
of the evolution of cultural trends.

The Gothic arquitecture of Villuercas

main chapel, the immediate section around it and 
the sacristy. These newer ones are Renaissance-
style structures and were built in the 16th century. 

It has an extensive rectangular layout that is 
divided into three sections—a central nave and 
two side aisles. Like the other temples of this 
style, its central nave is wider and higher than 
the two aisles. Robust cruciform piers separate 
the three naves and extending above these are 
ogival transverse arches (integrated into the barrel 

The Iglesia de San Mateo, dedicated to the 
apostle and evangelist Saint Matthew, is the most 
remarkable historic-artistic building in Logrosán. Its 
construction has been dated to 15th-16th century. 
It is a Gothic-style structure, although it also has 
some Renaissance elements. The building has 
two rather distinct parts: the older construction 
that makes up most of the church; and the fairly 
modern construction that is represented by the 
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vault) and formeret arches (arches parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the nave). The result of the 
arrangement of these piers is the division of the 
central nave into squares and of the side aisles 
into rectangles. These spaces, on the other hand, 
are covered with groin vaults. At the end of the 
central nave and the side aisles is the chancel, 
connected through a crossing, with Gothic rib 
vaults. A magnificent triumphal arch with a shell-
shaped vault separates the chancel from the rest 
of the church. An interesting feature is that the 
keystone (the final piece to be placed that ensures 
the solidity of the structure) is embellished with a 
boss depicting Saint Matthew.

The sacristy, situated adjacent to the main chapel, 
is also covered with a rib vault. From the sacristy, 
you can access the bell tower using a beautiful 
spiral staircase made of stone.

Another remarkable feature inside the church is its 
elegant pulpit with Gothic decoration on twisted 
columns.

The temple’s imagery and decorations, made 
by some of the best craftsmen at the time, are 
outstanding. One of the most important works 
among these is the image of Our Lady del 
Carrascal. It is a 13th-century proto-Gothic wood 
sculpture that depicts a Virgin sitting with the child 
in her arms.

Outside the church, the old bell tower resting on a 
section of the facade captures all the attention with 
its machicolation and reminiscences of defence 

in wartime. Strong masonry walls, reinforced 
with ashlars, reaffirm those connotations of the 
temple’s role as a bastion. The interior of the 
building can be accessed through two entrances, 
one at the front—flared and with a basket-handle 
arch—and another facing south—with an ogival 
arch and elaborate archivolts. In both of these, the 
typical decorative elements of the 15th-century 
Gothic architecture can be discerned. The chancel 
has elongated windows with semicircular arches 
and crosses with balustrades.

Referring to the refurbishments and renovations 
that the temple has undergone, there is an 
inscription on the lintel of the entrance to the 
sacristy which reads: ANNO 1563. Is was the 
year when the biggest remodelling work began, 
incorporating the majority of the Renaissance 
elements of this building. Some of the important 
master masons who participated in this work, 
which lasted 41 years, include Pedro de Cámara, 
Francisco Hernández and Pedro Ibarra. 

On the walls of the main chapel and the sacristy, 
you can observe the sgraffito of the coat of arms of 
the then Bishop of Plasencia who instigated these 
renovations. Mentioned below it is the date of its 
completion: 1604.

While in Logrosán, you can visit El Helechal, the place where 
the washerwomen used to go for washing clothes. It has 
been rehabilitated and is a great place for recreation.

Another green area in this locality is the Alcornocal Park in 
the outskirts of the town. It is a century-old cork oak forest 
that was converted into the main park of Logrosán in the 
1970s. Today, it is equipped with cultural centres and sports 

facilities because of which it attracts a great number of 
visitors.

In the vicinity of Logrosán, you can visit the abandoned train 
station as well as the so-called Roman bridge.

Also, this locality is home to three geosites: the Cerro de San 
Cristóbal hill, the Costanaza mine and the Serranillo mine. 

The Alcornocal Park

+34 927 36 08 15

+34 927 36 00 22

The Mario Roso de Luna Culture House

Town Council of Logrosán
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THE SAN PEDRO CHURCH 
OF VILLAR DEL PEDROSO

Located a day’s walk from Guadalupe, Villar del Pedroso used to be an important 
port of call for the pilgrims arriving at the royal sanctuary from the north. For 
this reason, the 13th-century temple dedicated to Saint Peter the Apostle won 
the favour of locals and foreigners alike which led to its persistent growth along 
with the enrichment of its heritage. Thanks to this, today we can observe a 
magnificent expression of altarpiece art developed over different periods with 
the use of various materials.

The altarpiece art

an elevated choir. The interior space of the church 
is divided into three sections—a central nave and 
two side aisles. They don’t have the crossing and 
the central nave is much larger than the two aisles. 
The main chapel is covered with rib vaults, the 
central nave with tiercerons (supporting rib on a 
vault in late Gothic architecture) and the side aisles 
with simple diagonal ribs. There are two sacristies 
attached to the main chapel.

The current building of Iglesia de San Pedro (Saint 
Peter’s Church) is the result of a reconstruction in 
the early 16th century. All that is left of the original 
structure are the remains of the bell gable in the 
church tower. The rest of the elements have their 
origins in a subsequent remodelling according 
to the traditional design of the kingdom of the 
Catholic Monarchs: a polygonal main chapel and 
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Some of the best artistic treasures found in this 
church are its altarpieces that date between the 
16th and the 18th centuries. The most remarkable 
among these is the one placed in the chancel, 
commissioned to some artisans from Toledo in 
1557. The main highlights of the lavish iconography 
of this plateresque-style altarpiece are scenes 
of the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ; the 16 saints and virtues; 4 Doctors of the 
Church; and the central figure of the lower register 
dedicated to Saint Peter the Apostle. On the epistle 
side (right side of the church facing the altar) there 
is another 17th-century altarpiece with valuable 
paintings from the same period as well as several 
contemporary paintings and two panels from the 
16th century. The magnificent artistic repertoire of 
this church is completed by two other interesting 
18th-century altarpieces decorated with Talavera 
tiles. 

Outside the building, the sturdy appearance of the 
wall faces set in ashlar and the buttresses of the 
walls draw special attention. A porch supported 
by three columns protects one of the entrances. 
At the foot of the temple—the facade opposite the 
chancel—stands the modest and austere tower 
which is possibly its oldest element. On this facade, 
entirely made from ashlar like the rest of the 

building, you can observe the remains of brickwork 
on a doorway and two windows that are currently 
walled up. These vestiges probably belong to the 
entrance of the original church.

Owing to this extraordinary profusion of heritage, it 
has been declared a National Monument.

In Villar del Pedroso, there is an 18th-century chapel 
dedicated to Our Lady of Burguilla, although it was probably 
a Visigothic temple originally. It is a small and modest 
baroque-style building with a square layout and a dome 
placed on pendentives.

The importance of the town during the pilgrimage to 
Guadalupe can be seen through the old 16th-century 
hospital, one of the many facilities created to provide 
accommodation and medical care to the travellers who 
came to the Royal Monastery.

This town is also adorned by one of the geosites of the 
Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark: The 
Desfiladero del Pedroso. It is a spectacular gorge formed by 

a constant carving of the rock by Arroyo del Pedroso stream, 
resulting in a deep channel that runs through the fractures or 
joints of the granite mass. The giant’s kettles and waterfalls 
that it creates along its course are especially stunning. 
The different kinds of erosive activity on the hard layers of 
granite have led to some interesting rock formations, such 
as balancing rocks and mushroom rocks.

Not far from here, you can admire the ruins of several 
gristmills and the splendid Fuerte de Castros fort still 
standing with its defensive walls and the surrounding 
houses. It is an Islamic fortress built in the 10th century next 
to the nearby Islamic city of Vascos for the defence of the 
middle frontier of the Tagus. At this river, you can see the 
pillars of an old bridge associated with this fortress.

The balancing rocks

+34 927 55 50 02

Town Hall of Villar del Pedroso

Altarpiece of the Iglesia de San Pedro church. (Villar del Pedroso)
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THE “ROLLOS” OR “PICOTAS” OF THE VILLAS

Several towns of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark, such as 
Logrosán, Deleitosa and Cabañas del Castillo, have preserved a very peculiar 
type of monuments that take us back to an era where the execution of the laws 
could turn out to be extremely gruesome. The mere presence of a “rollo” or 
“picota”, a column usually made of stone with a cross or a ball on its capital, 
at the entrance of a villa (medieval honorary title for fortified towns) could be 
interpreted as a warning or message of persuasion to those who dared to break 
the laws of the jurisdiction. 

The most bloody face of the medieval justice

authority of the feudal lord. In those times, the villas 
could be royal demesne (under the jurisdiction of 
the king) or under lordship (when the power was 
delegated to a noble). The symbol of that noble’s 
jurisdiction was represented by the rollo. That is 
why they were often decorated with the heraldic 
shield of the lord of the villa. Sometimes, the 
concept of rollo has been differentiated from that 
of picota, the former being meant to symbolise 
the power of the lord and the latter to execute the 
sentences.

Between the 14th and 16th centuries, rollos or 
picotas began to be erected in all the Spanish 
kingdoms. These ornate stone columns were 
intended to exhibit the criminals condemned to 
public derision—shackled to the column for the 
duration of the sentence—as well as the body, or 
perhaps just the head of the criminal executed by 
the civil authority. In addition to their exemplary 
role, they were also the symbols of the power or 
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MIDDLE AGES

When the Cortes of Cádiz abolished the privileges 
of the nobles over their townspeople, the 
demolition of all the rollos and picotas was also 
ordered, deeming them symbols of serfdom. 

However, in many villas the order was disregarded, 
while in some others, the rollos and picotas 
were converted into cross monuments, which 
is why many of them have survived to this day, 
constituting finest examples of the architectural 
and cultural heritage.

The rollo in Deleitosa is the oldest in Extremadura 
and dates back to the 14th century. It is situated in 
the Plaza de España and has the shape of a stone 
column with cylindrical sections upon three circular 
ashlar steps. Its finial has a pyramid-shaped 
pinnacle and a Tuscan capital with four protruding 
lion figures. This rollo is from one of those villas 
that avoided the order of the Cortes of Cádiz by 
being transformed into a cross monument. To this 
end, a wrought iron cross, which is now missing, 
was incorporated into its capital.

While the one in Deleitosa is the oldest in 
Extremadura, in Logrosán we can observe one 
of the rollos erected in the subsequent period, by 
order of Charles IV in the 18th century. It was placed 
at what used to be the entrance of the town at that 
time, upon being classified as a villa. It comprises 
a column of ashlars rested on a set of four steps.

Another important rollo to be observed in the 
Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark is 
that of Cabañas del Castillo. Dominating its alfoz 
or rural territory, this monument, known as Rollo 
de la Villa, is located in the current Juan de Ureta 
square, in the upper part of the town. This is one of 
the most interesting monoliths of its kind. Rather 
than being made out of stone like most, it is made 
entirely of bricks, forming a cylindrical shaft that 
once was completely covered with plaster. It rests 
upon four circular steps, also made of bricks, while 
four iron snake mouldings are projecting from its 
top.

In Berzocana there was a rollo, made of brick, 
from the 16th century, when the villa became 
independent from Trujillo. In the documentation 
with which the exemption was granted, it was 
specified that it be placed in front of the court, 
contrary to the place where the gallows were to 
be placed, in Cerro Cestero, on the outskirts of 
the town. In the 70s of the 20th century it was 
demolished.

In Logrosán, you can admire the numerous examples of 
seigneurial houses of Extremadura, consisting of large 
mansions owned by wealthy families of the yesteryear. 

Another prominent feature of this town is its close 
connection with the world of mining, which you can explore 
through two geosites: Cerro de San Cristóbal hill and the 
Costanaza mine.  The former is a hill near Logrosán and on 
its peak, vestiges of mining operations—trenches, galleries, 
tools—have been found that date back to the periods such 
as that of the Tartessian culture.

As for the Costanaza mine, it is one of the most important 
phosphate deposits in Europe. You can opt for a guided tour 

inside this mine located at the exit of the town in the direction 
of Cañamero, as well as visit the Phosphate Interpretation 
Centre and the “Vicente Sos Baynat” Museum of Mining and 
Geology.

In Berzocana, admire the spectacular “Huertos de San Juan” 
botanical garden in the Finca La Sierra, where numerous 
autochthonous vegetative species coexist, and observe 
fossils like Cruziana.

The ruins of the convent of San Juan Bautista or San Juan 
de la Penitencia, founded by San Pedro de Alcántara around 
1560, can be observed in Deleitosa.

The Huertos de San Juan botanical garden

+34 927 36 01 80

Costanaza Mine, Phosphate I.C., 
“Vicente Sos Baynat” Museum of 
Mining and Geology
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THE VIA CRUCIS OF PERALEDA DE 
SAN ROMÁN AND VALDELACASA DE TAJO

The Via Crucis or Stations of the Cross of Peraleda de San Román and Valdelacasa 
de Tajo are among the best examples of the devotional monuments of Castilian 
tradition. Various religious acts have taken place around these for centuries, not 
only in Castile but also in areas under their dominance, such as La Jara, whose 
western towns are encompassed in Extremadura and, more specifically, in the 
Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark. 

Memories of the castilian past

This way, it was ensured that the devotion was 
extended to the largest possible number of 
parishioners. 

Subsequently, they began to build the Via Crucis 
outside the religious buildings, which became 
monuments in many towns and villages. 
Traditionally, these were composed of fourteen 
stations that represented the incidents of the 
Passion of Christ, from his death sentence to his 
burial. The Via Crucis were usually erected on the 
outskirts of the towns or their routes to a chapel 
or temple. Even today, their presence is linked to 
collective religious celebrations, especially those 
related to Holy Week.

The tradition of making a religious journey 
through the different phases of The Passion of 
Christ originated in the Holy Land.  It involved 
travelling through each of its important places, 
from the arrest to the burial, and saying a prayer. 
The 4th century, during the reign of the Emperor 
Constantine, there marked the beginning of an 
important movement of pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
to perform this rite. 

In the 17th century, Pope Innocent XI, given the 
difficulties involved in travelling to the Holy Land for 
the faithful, gave permission to the Franciscans to 
replicate the penitential stations in their churches. 

THE VIA CRUCIS. (Peraleda de San Román)

25 RELIGIOUS HERITAGE



63

In Peraleda de San Román as well as in Valdelacasa 
de Tajo, you can observe Via Crucis that are quite 
similar in terms of their features, type and location. 
In both cases, the fourteen traditional stations are 
represented. The first thirteen are composed of 
a single cross each, sculpted in several pieces of 
granite, placed on a hundred-metre-long path. At 
the end of the devotional journey, the fourteenth 
station, composed of a set of three crosses on 
a pedestal of ashlar masonry, is placed at the 
entrance of the town. 

You can see the Via Crucis of Valdelacasa de Tajo 
upon entering the town through the road of Villar 
del Pedroso, on what used to be the pilgrimage 
route to the Ermita de Santa Ana chapel. Its 
construction dates back to 1821, when the town 
still belonged to Castile, and its cost was defrayed 
with contributions from the citizens. Given the poor 
condition in which some of the crosses were found, 
it was restored in recent times and several of the 
shafts were replaced. This ensemble is the centre 
of two deep-rooted celebrations of Valdelacasa 
such as Holy Week and, on 3rd May, the Fiesta de 
la Santa Cruz (Feast of the Holy Cross). 

In Peraleda de San Román, the Via Crucis is 
composed of crosses with hexagonal arms, unlike 
that of Valdelacasa where they have quadrangular 
arms. Since the rest of the features are similar, 

they can be dated chronologically to the same 
period. It is located alongside a paved route, next 
to an old stone wall. When the journey through 
the fourteen penitential stations was carried out, 
a passage from the Gospels and, in some cases, 
some popular story or verse was read aloud or 
rendered at each cross.

Peraleda de San Román boasts two wonderful geosites 
known as Berrocal de Peraleda and Cancho Valdecastillo. 
Here you can admire some interesting rock formations 
caused by erosion in the berrocal (craggy place), as a result 
of the weathering of the granite. Fractures or joints in the 
granite mass lead to enormous boulders made smooth and 
round by erosion. In Cancho Valdecastillo, a large granite 
mass shaped like a ship’s prow, there is a cave used since 
time immemorial as a shelter and perhaps as a sanctuary. 
Several petroglyphs, engravings, cup marks and inscriptions 
bear witness to how this place captured the attention of 
different communities in the Chalcolithic and Neolithic 
periods as well as during the Roman Empire.

Another interesting geosite of the Geopark adorns the lands 
of Peraleda de San Román and is called Canchos de Vadillo. 
This magnificent quartzite outcrop is over 100 metres high 
and extends almost a kilometre to both banks of the Gualija 
River. This is where soft materials, such as the weathered 
granite from the batholith of the Berrocal of Peraleda de San 
Román, and the Armorican quartzite come together. This 
geosite consists of superimposed strata of conglomerates 
and sandstone deposited in the shallow seas around 485 
million years ago. 

The ornithological significance of these rocky areas adds to 
their high ecological value. Golden eagle, peregrine falcon, 
Bonelli’s eagle, griffon vulture and Egyptian vulture are 
some of the emblematic species of this natural complex.

The Canchos de Vadillo outcrops

+34 927 57 61 02

Town Council of Valdelacasa de Tajo

The Via Crucis. (Valdelacasa de Tajo)
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LA JARA

Within the territory of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark, La 
Jara has retained a traditional and vernacular architecture with an unmistakable 
character. Even today, it is possible to find some noteworthy examples of a 
genuine architectural style in an area located halfway between Castile and 
Extremadura, with a strong influence of León nearby.

The vernacular architecture

city of Talavera de la Reina for centuries, constitute 
a territory that, regardless of the administrative 
divisions, possesses a distinctive character. One of 
the best representatives of the identity of a town is 
its architecture.

The vernacular architecture of Extremadura 
could be divided into two categories: the one 
not associated with the population centres and 
the one that is. The first category includes rural 
buildings located in the countryside portraying the 

The towns of La Jara are divided between the 
provinces of Toledo, Ciudad Real and Cáceres. 
Carrascalejo, Garvín, Navatrasierra, Peraleda de San 
Román, Valdelacasa de Tajo and Villar del Pedroso 
are part of the province of Cáceres. Together they 
form the so-called Jara Cacereña and are situated 
in the extreme northeast part of the Villuercas-
Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark. Their special 
locations, linked to the province of Toledo and the 
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elements of a society that was heavily dependent 
on agriculture and livestock. The pigsties, 
traditional shepherd’s huts and drystone walls 
are some examples of the common structures in 
the southwestern Iberian Peninsula that represent 
the most primitive and elementary construction 
methods. 

In these small huts and pigsties, the use of corbel 
vault was quite common—an archaic yet practical 
design. They were evidently constructed with local 
materials and knowledge and usually without the 
supervision of experts. You can also see circular 
sheep pens—meant to protect the herd from 
wolves at night—and, less frequently, “posadas de 
colmenas” or traditional apiaries, that were made 
with the same structure as the stone walls. These 
peculiar apiaries were designed for the protection 
of hives from bears that, until a few centuries ago, 
inhabited these mountainous areas. 

Somewhat between the small huts and the houses 
as such, are the so-called “cocinillas” or “casillas”. 
These are modest buildings equipped with larders 
and chimneys which served as home to those who 
had to stay away from the town for long, whether 
around the threshing floor, in the olive groves or 
the grazing lands.

The second category of the traditional architecture 
of La Jara is found in the towns. These are strong 
and austere structures with practical designs 
giving little importance to ornamentation. Their 
construction involved the use of local materials, 
such as granite and slate, accompanied by wooden 
beams and Arabic tile. 

Normally these are single-storey houses, although 
some have two floors in which the higher floor 
is used like an attic and a pantry. The walls are 
generally found without plaster, which allows you 
to appreciate the stone masonry, except for the 
plastering around the entrances. Also, the walls 
are usually reinforced with blocks of ashlar at the 
corners that, together with the lintels of doors and 
windows and the threshold of the entrance, used 
to be the only carved pieces. 

Many of the houses had adjoining structures of 
farmyards or barns in which part of the harvest 
was stored, domestic animals were raised and the 
beasts of burden were given shelter.

The passage of time, the abandonment of the 
countryside and the rise in the urban aspects 
of the towns have turned these elements of 
immeasurable cultural value into relics of the 
past. But, even today, walking through any of the 
towns of La Jara Cacereña, it is possible to discover 
extraordinary examples of vernacular architecture.

From Navatrasierra, a minor local entity of the municipality 
of Villar del Pedroso, you can go towards one of the geosites 
of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark: the 
Sinclinal del Guadarranque syncline. It is the best place from 
which to admire the gigantic syncline that extends through 
the geopark from northwest to southeast. It is a geological 
fold through which the Guadarranque River flows towards 
the Guadiana River and the Gualija River flows into the Tagus 

River. This formation features about 490-million-year-old 
strata containing fossils of brachiopods, bivalves, trilobites,...

The Fossil Interpretation Centre in Navatrasierra offers an 
opportunity to learn more about these through an excellent 
collection of fossils from the Ordovician and the Silurian 
periods. A series of panels show what marine life was like 
450 million years ago.

The Sinclinal del Guadarranque syncline

+34 927 55 52 46 

Fossil Interpretation Centre  
(Navatrasierra)

+34 927 55 30 04

Town Hall of 
Peraleda de San Román
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THE HAMMER MILL AND AQUEDUCT OF LAS 
HERRERÍAS IN CAMPILLO DE DELEITOSA

This remarkable feat of hydraulic engineering in the Colmenar Valley of the 
Campillo de Deleitosa, located in the heart of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO 
Global Geopark, is one of the many treasures hidden in this territory. In its 
process of conveying a course of water across the abrupt terrain, it reaches a rare 
magnitude, in spite of which it is part of a lesser-known heritage of Extremadura.

The monumental construction hidden in a valley

it would collect the water and transport it through 
the channel that runs along the steep slope of the 
Descuernacabras River. 

Its route constantly adapts to the terrain level 
bends in order to maintain a certain angle for the 
continuous movement of the water. The entire 
canal is plastered with lime to prevent leaks and 
remains very well preserved. 

But this system reaches its greatest magnitude 
and shows its most spectacular image when it 

The aqueduct of Las Herrerías is an old hydraulic 
infrastructure originally designed to supply energy 
to a forge in Campillo de Deleitosa. Subsequently, 
it would also be used to supply three mini power 
stations. The aqueduct is, in fact, only part of 
a comprehensive system that consists of a 
7-kilometre-long canal and the structures linked 
to it. This canal originates in a dam built precisely 
where the gorges of Los Batanes, El Colmenar 
and Los Torneros converge. At this strategic point, 
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crosses the Colmenar Valley, where a score of 
arches and a large wall form an 8-metre-high 
aqueduct. Take a moment to appreciate the 
magnificence of this structure, the mastery of its 
construction and the perfection of its design. It is 
made of slate and mortar, just like the entire canal 
and the aforementioned dam, although the upper 
part of the canal is finished off with bricks. 

At a certain point, a branch goes off that carried the 
water to an old forge. There used to be a hammer 
mill here that, using the force of water and a 
mechanism of curved vanes and camshaft, moved 
a large hammer or mallet of the forge. Although 
currently in ruins, all factors suggest that this forge 
is coeval with those discovered in other parts of 
the Geopark, such as at the Guadalupejo River. If 
so, the forge and the canal that provided hydraulic 
power would date from the 15th century, although 
there are records that establish their origin in the 
17th century. Probably, this blacksmith’s forge was 
part of an extensive metallurgical complex, as 
indicated by the toponymy of the ancient mining in 
this area: Cerro de las Minas, Las Minillas, Herrería, 
Torneros, Cerro Calero, etc.

The conduction continues downstream and, in the 
20th century, used to supply three small power 
stations whose dilapidated structures are still 
standing. These “fábricas de luz” (light factories), 
as they were called in these areas, allowed a 
town like Campillo de Deleitosa to enjoy electricity 
much earlier than the bigger and better-connected 
towns in the region.

The landscape around this extraordinary 
construction makes this visit all the more 
fascinating. It is surrounded by a variety of plant 
species that are rare in the rest of Extremadura, 
such as the Portugal laurel (loro in Spanish) and 
holly. The presence of otters is common in the 
gorges while the quartzite cliffs are frequented 
by large raptors like griffon vultures and golden 
eagles.

In Campillo de Deleitosa, the second least populated 
municipality of Extremadura, you can stop by the 17th-
century parish church and admire its Late Renaissance 
appearance along with an old-fashioned belfry.

You can visit La Cueva de Juan Caldilla which is located very 
close to the aqueduct and is visible from a good part of its 
access route. It houses some interesting cave paintings and 

once served as a hiding place for guerrillas and shepherds.

The neighbouring town of Deleitosa is home to the Ermita de 
la Breña chapel, from where you can enjoy an exceptional 
panoramic view of the peneplain of Cáceres and the 
fanglomerates of the geopark. The foothills of Deleitosa 
belong to the same reliefs that are encompassed in the 
Monfragüe National Park to the northwest.

The Juan Caldilla cave

+34  675 06 19 82

Geopark Visitor Centre (Cañamero)

A closer look of the mills. (Campillo de Deleitosa). (Photograph 
Juan Gil Montes)
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THE ROYAL MONASTERY 
OF SANTA MARÍA DE GUADALUPE

Located in the heart of Villuercas, the Royal Monastery of Santa María de 
Guadalupe, declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 1993, is unique in 
many ways. Its construction began in the 13th century and continued for over 
500 years with a majestic combination of different architectural styles, such as 
Gothic, Renaissance, Mudéjar and Baroque. The Monastery houses the famous 
statue of Virgin of Guadalupe, dating at the beginning of the 14th century, 
the patron saint of Extremadura and Queen of the Hispanic World, and is one 
of the most important religious centres and pilgrimage destinations. For its 
unparalleled culture, history, art and heritage, Guadalupe is considered to be a 
site of tremendous significance.

A destination of cultural, religious and historical routes

The popularity of the place began to transcend 
beyond the region, until it reached the court and, 
eventually, the ears of King Alfonso XI who decided 
to pay a visit to the holy place. The monarch noted 
that it was a small chapel, almost in ruins and 
without any accommodation or provisions for the 
pilgrims who still visited the shrine, so he endowed 
it with lands and funds for the construction of a 
church. 

With the passage of time, successive monarchs 
also showed their interest and devotion for the 

According to tradition, the history of Guadalupe 
began when a shepherd, named Gil Cordero, was 
looking for a lost farm animal in the vicinity of Alía. 
When he found it dead on the bank of Guadalupe 
River, he tried to flay the animal by making a cross 
in its chest with his knife. To his astonishment, the 
cow was resurrected and a celestial voice told him 
where the statue of the Virgin was hidden. That 
same voice told him that this particular spot was 
the best place to build a new chapel to house the 
statue. 
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shrine. Among them were Juan I, who entrusted 
the church to the Hieronymites, and Isabella 
the Catholic, who became a frequent pilgrim to 
the place. Precisely in Guadalupe, the Catholic 
monarchs welcomed Columbus three times. As 
the number of pilgrims increased, so did the wealth 
which was accumulated by the Hieronymites. 
This allowed them to undertake successive 
expansions of the monastery, with simultaneous 
augmentation of the religious community.

By the 14th century, the temple had become a 
basilica and the construction of the Mudéjar cloister 
surrounded by spaces such as the dormitories and 
the refectory had been initiated. 

The construction of the Mudéjar cloister was 
concluded between the 15th and 16th centuries 
and the religious administrator’s building, the 
Gothic cloister and the atrium were erected, 
among other structures. During the same period, 
the temple was also remodelled by incorporating 
Gothic architecture and the monastery gradually 
began to attain its grandeur.

It was not until the 17th century that the Camarín de 
la Virgin (a chamber behind the altarpiece) and the 
Sacristy of the monastery of Guadalupe were built. 
Subsequently, the new church was constructed in 
the 18th century, which was later converted into 
an auditorium. Manuel de Larra Churriguera was 
responsible for the construction of the choir and its 
stalls in the mid-18th century.

Thereupon, the title of “Royal” was bestowed on 

the Monastery of Guadalupe by King Alfonso XI. 
It was also declared a National Monument in the 
year 1879. In 1955, Pope Pius XII conferred the 
title of “Minor Papal Basilica” on the shrine while 
UNESCO recognised it as a World Heritage Site in 
1993.

The expansion of Guadalupe was not restricted to 
the walls of the monastery, its influence extended 
to the entire region. La Puebla de Guadalupe 
(the town of Guadalupe) emerged, developed 
and gradually grew around it as a place of 
worship. Furthermore, an important Hieronymite 
community was responsible for some significant 
construction works such as water piping, ice 
houses, farms, etc. The arrival of more and more 
pilgrims led to the construction of bridges, shelters, 
hospitals and pilgrimage routes. Today, it is a lively 
town and a tourist destination of the Villuercas-
Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark which 
welcomes a great number of visitors from all over 
the world every day. 

Over the centuries, the Royal Monastery has 
acquired a huge collection of important works of 
art and cultural heritage. Several museums were 
developed for their care and preservation and 
can be visited within the monastery. The Sacristy 
boasts a series of especially noteworthy and 
exquisite paintings by Zurbarán.

Apart from the monastery, it is highly recommended to 
visit the Historic-Artistic Complex of La Puebla that dates 
between the 14th and 16th centuries and features some 
spectacular streets and buildings with arcades. 

Some of its must-see attractions are the historical buildings 
of Hospital de San Juan Bautista (15th century) and the 
Colegio de los Infantes (16th century), both together 
converted into a Parador Nacional de Turismo, a network of 

state-run luxury hotels. 

Another remarkable site is the picturesque Judería (Jewish 
Quarter) which was built between the 14th and 16th 
centuries. Near the Tres Chorros square, you can admire 
a beautiful group of buildings that feature typical wooden 
arcades and balconies generously decorated with plants. 
They have an exceptionally well-conserved vernacular 
architecture.

The Parador Nacional de Turismo

+34 927 36 70 00

Royal Monastery 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe
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LA PUEBLA DE GUADALUPE

La Puebla de Guadalupe (the town of Guadalupe) emerged and grew around 
the Royal Monastery and derived its name from the river in which the famous 
statue of the Virgin appeared. But Guadalupe, declared a Historic-Artistic Site 
in 1943, has much more to offer than just a magnificent monastery. This small 
town, located in the heart of the Geopark, is surrounded by a scenic landscape 
and preserves its charming traditional architecture. Strolling down the narrow 
streets of La Puebla de Guadalupe will take you back to the time when the influx 
of Sephardims merged with that of the most distinguished pilgrims who travelled 
from different places, and where you can observe the traces of the royalty and 
the nobility from the Middle Ages to the present. 

The vernacular architecture in the shadow of the Royal Monastery

that extends to the premises of the monastery. 
Located in the centre of this square is a beautiful 
fountain which, as per tradition, was the baptismal 
font of the first American Indian to arrive in Europe, 
brought along by Columbus. 

From here, the streets will lead you to the Antigua 
Judería (Old Jewish Quarter) which is known for 
its uniquely charming characteristics, such as 
the wooden arcades, old balconies generously 
decorated with plants, and an intricate and narrow 
urban layout. The two-storey houses feature 
a hallway and are constructed with beams of 
chestnut wood, an abundant species in the region. 

One of the must-see attractions of this mountain 
village is its interesting historical centre which has 
remained practically unchanged since the 14th-
16th centuries. The most prominent features of 
this area are its fascinating arcades, balconies and 
small squares. 

The modest structures and the strong vernacular 
buildings contrast with the lavish Royal Monastery. 
This is what its charm predominantly lies in. This 
dramatic contrast can be best appreciated at the 
Plaza de Santa María, the epicentre of the town 
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converted into a space dedicated to the promotion 
of handicrafts. 

The town has five medieval arches which once 
gave access to the monastery. The most notable of 
these are the arch of Seville, the oldest of all, and 
the arch of San Pedro.

It is interesting to note that La Puebla has been 
visited by many famous people over the centuries. 
Miguel de Cervantes, a devotee of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, travelled here to offer the shackles 
with which he was imprisoned. A few centuries 
later, Dr Fleming practised medicine at the Hospital 
de Hombres, where he made his first contact with 
the fungus that would help him change the world: 
the Penicillium notatum. 

CIVIL HERITAGE

The highlight of the Tres Chorros square is its 
famous fountain that sits between some of the 
best preserved streets.

Another remarkable building of La Puebla is the 
Colegio de Infantes or Colegio de Gramática 
school, founded in the 16th century, which attracted 
numerous scholars of grammar, Latin, humanities, 
etc. This exceptional Mudéjar-style building is now 
part of the Parador Nacional de Turismo.

An equally important building is the old Hospital 
de San Juan Bautista, also known as Hospital 
de Hombres. It features a splendid Renaissance 
facade with a history worth reminiscing. The first 
autopsy of the Western world was performed here 
with the permission of Pope Eugene IV. This event 
attracted distinguished medical scholars from all 
over Europe. Moreover, for centuries, it was one of 
the few places where surgeries were performed. 
Many doctors of the royal court received their 
training here. 

Between the 14th and 16th centuries, other 
hospitals were built to tend to pilgrims and the sick, 
such as the Hospital Nuevo or Hospital de Mujeres, 
Enfermería de Monjes, Hospital de la Pasión and 
Hospital de San Sebastián. 

Another must-see attraction is the Iglesia Nueva, 
a Baroque-style temple attributed to Manuel de 
Lara Churriguera. The building has three naves 
with transepts and domes, boasting a grand 
Baroque facade, and was built between the years 
1730-1735 under the aegis of the Duke of Veragua, 
a descendant of Christopher Columbus. It was 

In Guadalupe, you can appreciate the opulent Royal 
Monastery and its various museums.  You can also admire 
the numerous examples of unmatched architecture related 
to the services and logistics of the monastery. The most 
prominent ones among these are the geosite of the mines 
of Arca del Agua, the ice house, several medieval bridges 
for crossing the streams and rivers, and the hydraulic mills. 
Near the town, you can stop by the Mudéjar-style Ermita del 

Humilladero chapel, declared a Cultural Heritage Site (BIC). 

In close proximity to Guadalupe, while moving towards 
Navalmoral de la Mata, you can explore the Risco de La 
Villuerca geosite. Standing tall with an altitude of 1,601 
metres above sea level, it is the highest point in the Montes 
de Toledo mountain range and the highest peak accessible 
by road in the whole of Extremadura.

The Risco de La Villuerca peak

+34 927 15 41 28

Tourist Information Centre 
of Guadalupe

The fountain of the Tres Chorros. (Guadalupe)
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THE MUSEUMS 
OF THE MONASTERY OF GUADALUPE

For centuries, the Marian devotion for which Guadalupe has been the centre 
of attraction, as well as the importance contributed to the place by nobles and 
kings, resulted in the huge collection of prominent works of art on the walls of 
the Royal Monastery. The museums of Guadalupe manifest this impressive legacy 
and have converted the place into an excellent cultural center so that it can 
be appreciated by those who come to visit the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO 
Global Geopark.

The treasures of culture, art and history

of the 15th century. These include intricately made 
religious clothing, ceremonial attire, elements of 
liturgy and monastery services, cowls, veils, capes, 
cloaks, etc. using rich materials by the best artisans 
of those times. 

The Museum of Sculptures and Paintings is located 
in the Mudéjar cloister where the old pastry shop 
used to be. In this space, you can find distinctive 
works of artists such as Goya (Confession in 
prison), El Greco (The Coronation of the Virgin, 
Saint Peter and Saint Andrew), Juan de Flandes 
and Zurbarán, among others. The museum also 

The uniqueness of the museums of Guadalupe not 
only lies in the abundance of valuable pieces they 
house but also in their impressive architectural 
styles and the buildings in which they are located. 
One such example is the Embroidery Museum 
which was inaugurated in 1928 and is located in 
the former refectory of the monks. This space has 
undergone very few modifications with respect 
to its original appearance. It houses numerous 
handcrafted pieces made in the embroidery 
workshop of the monastery since the beginning 

MUSEUMS AND INTERPRETATION CENTRES

THE SACRISTY OF THE ROYAL MONASTERY. (Guadalupe)
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houses elaborate sculptures by artists such as 
Hanequin de Bruselas and Egas Cueman, and 
a beautiful little ivory crucifixion attributed to 
Michelangelo.

Immediately next to it is Museum of Illuminated 
Manuscripts, also situated in the Mudéjar cloister, 
that contains a great collection of over one hundred 
codices. The especially spectacular ones are the 
enormous 15th-16th century choirbooks, large 
enough to be read by the entire choir of monks 
during the religious services, intricately illustrated 
with a rich profusion of allegorical, geometric and 
plant motifs. Other choicest examples preserved 

in this museum are the two 15th-century 
passionaries. Many of these volumes were written 
on calfskin and were decorated with gold leaf. 
Most of these were made in the scriptorium of 
the monastery itself during the three centuries in 
which it remained active.

Although not strictly a museum, the Sacristy of 
the monastery houses an impressive collection 
of artwork within a few square meters and, 
hence, is known as “la capilla sixtina española” 
(the Spanish Sistine Chapel). A wealth of jasper 
ornaments, sculptures, paintings and mirrors 
serve as a majestic stage for some of the finest 
pieces of the monastic ensemble of Guadalupe. 
The most outstanding of these is undoubtedly the 
collection of eight large canvases by Zurbarán. The 
works were commissioned to the Extremadura-
born painter by the Hieronymites and can be seen 
in their original location even today. The paintings 
represent the Hieronymite monks who lived in 
the monastery during that time and depict the 
eight fundamental principles of monasticism. 
The chapel adjacent to the Sacristy, the Capilla de 
San Jerónimo, houses one of the best Baroque 
paintings by Zurbarán: The Apotheosis of Saint 
Jerome.

In the Monastery of Guadalupe, you can visit the Camarín 
de la Virgen, a chamber behind the altarpiece, which is 
considered one of the most important places in the entire 
sanctuary and is decorated with lavish ornaments. In this 
17th-century room, the story of the Virgin of Guadalupe is 
told through thirteen anonymous canvases. The four-lobed 
floor of the camarín is divided into four exedrae (semicircular 
recesses), inside which there are nine large paintings by 
Luca Giordano.

Further inside the monastery, you will find a wide 
repertoire of artwork in the Iglesia Mayor (Main Church) of 
the sanctuary. It contains several 18th-century canvases 

and paintings by Jerónimo de la Fuente, separated by the 
altarpieces. Another highlight is La Gran Anunciación, an oil 
painting by Juan García Miranda, the painter of the royal court 
of Philip V. The splendour of the main altarpiece is enhanced 
with the paintings by Vicente Carducho and Eugenio Cajés. 
The vaults behind the rood screen of the temple display 
paintings from the late 15th century that are attributed to 
Juan de Flandes, the painter of the royal court of Queen 
Isabella the Catholic. In the altars of the antechoir, there are 
two altarpieces dedicated to San Ildefonso and San Nicolás 
de Bari, whose paintings were commissioned to the baroque 
painter Francisco Zurbarán, thus concluding the exceptional 
collection of his works in Guadalupe.

The Camarín de la Virgen chamber

+34 927 36 70 00

Museums of Guadalupe

Museum of Illuminated Manuscripts. (Guadalupe)
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THE TEMPLETE MUDÉJAR OF GUADALUPE

As if protecting a precious jewel, the Mudéjar cloister of the Royal Monastery of 
Santa María de Guadalupe surrounds and protects one of the main architectural 
treasures of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark. This templete 
or small temple in the middle of the monastery’s garden represents the most 
elaborate architecture of its time and is one of the main attractions of this 
monumental complex.

A Mudéjar-Gothic masterpiece

with the Ermita del Humilladero, a chapel located 
on the access route to Guadalupe from the north 
when arriving from Navalmoral de la Mata. These 
similarities and the fact that both were built during 
the same period suggest they were inspired by the 
same aesthetic principles.

Interestingly, this small temple reveals some 
undeniable Islamic connotations beyond mere 
reminiscences, despite being a religious Christian 
structure located in the heart of a prominent 
sanctuary. 

One of the most important architectural 
ensembles of the Royal Monastery of Guadalupe 
is, undoubtedly, the Mudéjar cloister known as 
Claustro de Los Milagros, adorned by a small 
temple in the centre: the “Templete Mudéjar”. 
The construction of this central element, considered 
as the apotheosis of the Mudéjar-Gothic style, was 
carried out between the late 14th century and the 
early 15th century. It has many aesthetic similarities 
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This is due to some elements of the Almohad 
movement that appear in its design. Its 
ornamentation and materials bring to mind the 
Mudéjar towers of Aragon. However, the structure 
also possesses certain Gothic elements because 
of which numerous scholars consider it to be the 
perfect archetype and the best representation of 
the Mudéjar-Gothic style. All this speaks of an era 
in which the fusion of styles and the assimilation 
of cultural influences were the norm. Stonework, 
baked and moulded clay, tiles and gypsum are the 
main materials used in its construction. 

It has an umbrella dome, which has curved 
segments that follow the elevation’s curve, with 
eight sections and ribs. The templete has a square 
floor plan, although its interior has a hexagonal 
shape. It has two levels: the first of stonework 
and the second of brick. On each face of the lower 
level, there are two pointed arches separated by 
a mullion and covered by a larger one that opens 
towards the garden. The upper part is topped by a 
peculiar succession of three octagonal pyramids 
superimposed like scales. It once sheltered a 
fountain that was closed in the 18th century. 

The Royal Monastery is home to numerous artistic and 
historical treasures, many of which are exhibited in its 
museums: Museum of Illuminated Manuscripts, Embroidery 
Museum, the Sacristy, etc.

You can also visit the Hospedería de Guadalupe hostelry 
located next to the Gothic cloister that occupies a large part 
of the monastery’s rooms. One of the best features of this 
building is the new dining room, designed by the famous 
architect Rafael Moneo in 1993.

Another must-see attraction is the Ermita del Humilladero 
chapel, declared a Cultural Heritage Site, which is located on 
one of the pilgrimage routes to Guadalupe, a short distance 
from the town. 

Apart from the Monastery of Guadalupe, it is highly 
recommended to visit the Historic-Artistic Complex of La 
Puebla that dates between the 14th and the 16th century and 

boasts spectacular streets and buildings with arcades. Some 
of its most interesting elements are the 16th-century Colegio 
de los Infantes—currently part of the Parador Nacional de 
Turismo, a network of state-run luxury hotels— as well 
as the old hostels, hospitals and the Iglesia de la Trinidad 
church. Another remarkable site is the picturesque Judería 
(Jewish Quarter) which was built between the 14th and the 
16th century. Near the Tres Chorros square, you can admire 
a beautiful group of buildings that feature typical wooden 
arcades and balconies generously decorated with plants. 
They have an exceptionally well-conserved vernacular 
architecture.

In the vicinity of Guadalupe, you can visit the Risco de La 
Villuerca geosite, the highest peak of the Geopark with 
an elevation of 1,601 metres. The Pozo de la Nieve (ice 
house), built by the Hieronymite monks to supply ice to the 
Monastery and its hospitals, is located on the track that leads 
up to it.

The Historic-Artistic Complex

+34 927 36 70 00

Royal Monastery 
of Our Lady of Guadalupe

The Mudéjar Templete of the Monastery of Guadalupe
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THE GRANJA DE MIRABEL PALACE

Surrounded by lush chestnut forests and standing elegantly between two valleys 
in the foothills of Las Villuercas is the Granja de Mirabel, a palace chosen for 
rest and shelter by the Catholic Monarchs for themselves and their children. 
Cervantes, Alfonso XII and Miguel de Unamuno were some of the distinguished 
guests of this bucolic estate, declared a Historic-Artistic Monument in 1931. 
These days, its chapel is only open to visitors on 3rd May for the romería (a 
Roman Catholic religious pilgrimage) of the Cristo de Mirabel chapel, a great 
opportunity to marvel at the treasures hidden inside its walls.

The lodging place of the Catholic Monarchs

Monastery, it became a lodging place for of the 
nobles who visited the area. Juan de Zúñiga, the 
last Grand Master of the Order of Alcántara, took 
his last breath here in 1504. After the Confiscation 
of Mendizábal (1836), it was transferred to private 
hands.

The main building of the palace is walled up and 
its grandeur is enhanced by the charming Moorish 
gardens inside the fortification, with the constant 
presence of water in various fountains. The most 
exceptional among these is the “Fuente del Frío” 
(cold fountain), a natural spring that flows into a 
pond, next to which a Vettonian verraco (granite 
megalithic sculpture) is placed. Its Mudéjar facade 
and the cloister are especially remarkable.

The Valle del Infierno and Valle de Valdegracia 
valleys surround this palace located on the 
outskirts of Guadalupe, just 10 km away by car or 
5.5 km if you prefer to walk along a lush green 
path. 

It owes its origin to a small ancient monastery in 
which the Catholic Monarchs stayed during one 
of the pilgrimages to the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. From that moment, the farmhouse-
monastery underwent successive renovations 
and expansions that turned it into a palace. In the 
hands of the Hieronymite monks of the Royal 
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The most prominent structure of the estate is 
its 15th-century chapel known as Capilla de la 
Magdalena. The chapel has a rectangular floor 
plan and a pointed transverse arch (usually one of 
the four arches that support a vault or a dome) and 
houses well-preserved Flemish frescoes on many 
of its walls. They portray biblical scenes in which the 
main highlight is the depiction of Virgin and Child 
in the centre. These works are the most important 
collection of Gothic frescoes in Extremadura. 
Another interesting feature of this chapel is its 
chancel with a magnificent polychromatic coffered 
ceiling. The altarpiece of Magdalene by Pedro de 
Roza and a painting of the Virgin of Guadalupe are 
truly captivating.

Right next to this chapel is Cristo de Mirabel, 
another chapel with rectangular floor plan and 
chancel in the shape of a Greek cross. It houses 
a Baroque altarpiece with a painting representing 
the Descent attributed to a disciple of Rubens. In 
the same altarpiece, there is a depiction of the 
dead Christ, an image venerated in the region 
since ancient times. A Baroque Infant Jesus and 
a protogothic image of Saint James are other 
important works of art housed in this temple.

The Mudéjar architecture is quite evident 
throughout the property, with an impressive blend 
of Baroque and Flemish styles that have given the 
place its character over the years. Owing to these 
factors, it has been declared a Cultural Heritage 
Site (BIC) and a National Monument.

You can visit the site on 3rd May, the only day of the 
year when it is open to the public. That day marks 
the celebration of the Romería de la Cruz (religious 

pilgrimage) in which a procession on horseback is 
held from Guadalupe and the doors of the palace 
are opened.

However, in addition to its collection of artistic 
treasures, another great attraction of the estate 
is, undoubtedly, its exotic surroundings. The rustic 
landscape that surrounds the site is probably what 
caught the attention of the monarchs who chose 
Mirabel as their haven of peace. Even today, the 
immediate surroundings of Granja de Mirabel 
are ideal for admiring the dense forests of the 
Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark. 
Its valleys are dotted with relict species of trees—
surviving representatives of a formerly diverse or 
widespread group in an isolated area—such as the 
Portugal laurel (loro in Spanish).

Miguel de Unamuno, in his work Por tierras de 
Portugal y España/ Around Portugal and Spain, 
describes the abundant vegetation in this area: 
“We went up to Mirabel, a space managed by the 
monastery, and descended from there through 
one of the lushest and densest forests I have been 
to in my life. I had never seen such gigantic and 
dense chestnut trees. And the walnuts, poplars, 
cork oaks, common oaks, Portuguese oaks, 
evergreen oaks, ash trees, almond trees, alders by 
the stream and the whole setting perfumed by the 
aromatic shrubs”.

There are several access routes to Guadalupe 
that pass through Mirabel, such as the Ruta de las 
Hermitas and Ruta de Isabel la Católica.

Near Granja de Mirabel, you can visit numerous cultural and 
natural attractions. It is not very far from Guadalupe and, 
therefore, you can visit the Royal Monastery as well as its 
museums. In the area around the town, take the opportunity 
to admire the Ermita de Humilladero chapel, the Pozo de la 
Nieve (ice house) and the Risco de la Villuerca cliff. 

Go on a relaxed tour through La Puebla (Guadalupe) to 
explore its famous streets, modest yet charming balconies 
and arcades generously decorated with plants, tickle your 
taste buds with one of its local specialities, the Morcilla de 
Guadalupe (blood sausage), accompanied by some excellent 
local wine with Denomination of Origin Ribera del Guadiana. 

The wines with D.O.P. Ribera del Guadiana

+34 927 15 41 28

Tourist Information Centre 
of Guadalupe
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THE GRANJA DE VALDEFUENTES PALACE

The Granja de Valdefuentes palace, a royal and Hieronymite residence, is 
almost hidden between the dense forests near Guadalupe. Boasting its palatial 
splendour, although, with the size of a country estate, it is one of the best 
historical and cultural treasures hidden in the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO 
Global Geopark. Its history, its antiquity and its original purpose, are very 
similar to that of Granja de Mirabel which is located only a few kilometres from 
it. Just like the latter, it was declared a Historic-Artistic Monument in 1931 by 
the Provisional Government of the Second Spanish Republic. Today, due to being 
privately owned, it is not open to the public.  

A royal residence in the middle of the forest

Monarchs when they visited the Monastery 
of Guadalupe, alternating their stay with the 
aforementioned Granja de Mirabel. 

For a long time, it was the property of the 
Hieronymite monks who carried out its successive 
renovations, giving shelter in its quarters not 
only to the monarchs but also to the nobles that 
made pilgrimages to the sanctuary of the Virgin 

Situated east of the Granja de Mirabel is this other 
palace with a very similar history. Surrounded by 
nature, near the Arroyo Santa Cecilia stream—to 
which the chapel of the palace is consecrated—
and in the vicinity of Guadalupe, this building was 
constructed during the early 14th century. It was 
also one of the favourite residences of the Catholic 
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THE GRANJA DE VALDEFUENTES PALACE. (Guadalupe). (Photograph Javier Ross)
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of Guadalupe. The most significant works took 
place between 1551 and 1554 with the instructions 
of Philip II, who subjected the complex to an 
important remodelling to convert it into his 
temporary residence. It is interesting to note that 
“the Prudent King” showed a great predilection 
for the tranquillity of these locations. All these 
renovations throughout the centuries acquired 
a peculiar mix of styles, Gothic, Mudéjar and 
Renaissance being the most evident, which added 
a fascinating touch to the building’s architecture.

The palace is not very big in size, has two floors 
and its front facade has a series of arcades that 
constitute an atrium. The floor of the building is 
quadrangular and has an interior courtyard with an 
old fountain in the centre built above a spring that, 
probably, the place has derived its name from. The 
courtyard, which acts as a hallway for the rooms of 
the building, is surrounded by granite columns and 
semicircular arches. 

In the chapel, under the dedication of Santa Cecilia, 
there is an excellent Mudéjar coffered ceiling that 
still remains well-preserved and is one of the most 
important features of Valdefuentes.

A modest garden adorns the complex from 
where you can enjoy spectacular views of the 
surroundings and where cypresses, horse-

chestnuts and boxwood hedges coexist. These 
reflect the preferences of Hieronymite monks 
while organising flowerbeds and trees, giving 
importance to the Renaissance style, but with the 
evident influence of Islamic gardens.

Although Granja de Valdefuentes is currently 
private property and is not open to the public, it is 
worth taking a walk in its surroundings.

The lush chestnut forests of this area constitute an essential 
part of its rich natural heritage. Unamuno, awed by their 
magnitude, also made a special mention of these in his 
work. While crossing one of these forests along the path 
from Cañamero to Guadalupe—Ruta de Isabel la Católica—
you can observe the famous chestnut tree known as “El 
Abuelo”, one of the biggest in Spain. This magnificent 
natural monument, declared “árbol singular” or veteran 
tree by the Regional Government of Extremadura, stands 18 
metres tall with over 12 metres of trunk diameter and was 
already documented in the year 1353 as a milestone that 
demarcated the lands of Cañamero from those of La Puebla 
de Guadalupe. This millennial specimen was once subjected 
to an act of vandalism when its trunk was sprayed with gas. 

Although still alive, it is now in the last stage of its life cycle 
and a good part of its structure has been collapsing gradually. 

There are several routes near the Granja de Valdefuentes that 
allow you to enjoy some of the most stunning landscapes of 
the Geopark. Its route will take you through wooded areas 
covered with Pyrenean oaks, pine trees, chestnut trees and, 
at the bottom of the valleys, alders and Portugal laurels. As 
for the fauna, you can observe several forest bird species 
along these paths, such as golden oriole, European green 
woodpecker and European nuthatch as well as large birds 
of prey, such as griffon vulture, Bonelli’s eagle and golden 
eagle. In the more isolated areas, with a bit of luck, you might 
be able to spot black storks. 

The Isabel la Católica trail

+34 927 15 41 28

Tourist Information Centre 
of Guadalupe

A closer look of the arches in the Granja de Valdefuentes
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THE ERMITA DEL HUMILLADERO CHAPEL

The struggles and difficulties faced during the journey pale in comparison to the 
feeling of immense joy upon reaching this site located about four kilometres from 
La Puebla de Guadalupe. For some visitors, fatigue is replaced by gratification 
when they observe the beauty and magnitude of the landscape, and catch a 
glimpse, for the first time, of the silhouette of the Royal Monastery of Santa María 
de Guadalupe. While some others take this opportunity to offer their thanks for 
the successful completion of the journey, which is precisely what the Ermita del 
Humilladero chapel was constructed for in the 15th century. This small religious 
monument served as a holy place for the pilgrims travelling from the north 
through the Camino Real route, so that they could make a stop to pray before 
reaching the monastery. Even today, five centuries later, this little jewel awaits 
alongside the route and welcomes travellers who appreciate art and heritage.

A small temple to express gratitude for the completion of the journey

fascinating outline of the Royal Monastery for the 
first time. Right on that spot, at the beginning of 
the 15th century, it was decided to erect a shrine—
Ermita de Humilladero—where the pilgrims could 
pray and extend their gratitude for the completion 
of their journey without setbacks.

This type of shrines, generically referred to as 
“humilladeros”, were constructed in the outskirts 

Many of the routes connecting the north to 
Guadalupe converged on the Camino Real route 
from where pilgrims from places like Madrid, 
Segovia, El Escorial and Toledo arrived at the 
sanctuary. About four kilometres away from La 
Puebla de Guadalupe on this pilgrim’s route, at the 
top of Las Altamiras hill, travellers could observe a 
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34



81

RELIGIOUS HERITAGE

of the cities, on intersections of important roads or 
alongside the pilgrim’s routes. They were usually 
small in size and laid out in a square shape.

The layout used for the construction of Ermita del 
Humilladero of Guadalupe, also known as Ermita 
de la Santa Cruz, was the same as that of the 
small Mudéjar chapel in the cloister of the Royal 
Monastery of Guadalupe, with a square-shaped 
floor, moulded bricks and Gothic decor. As in the 
chapel, it renders a peculiar symbiosis between 
the Mudéjar and the Gothic styles, suggesting 
a possible collaboration between Christian and 
Mudéjar builders durings its construction. One of 
the best examples of this hybrid style is the Gothic 
rib vault made with bricks laid in classic Mudéjar 
style. In this vault, a keystone represents the coat 
of arms of Castile surrounded by four angels.

The Humilladero is designed with a beautiful 
symmetry, accentuated by repeated patterns 
and designs on each of its facades, aligned in 
the direction of the four cardinal points. These 
four facades, with basket-handle and ogival 
arches, served as entrances to the small interior 
and are currently kept closed with iron bars. One 
of the most striking factors is the decoration of 
some of the capitals and corbels bearing motifs 
that are difficult to interpret and were possibly 
inspired by medieval bestiaries. Some can be 
identified as angels, mythological creatures, 
people with musical instruments, quadrupeds 

and a peculiar pagan figure, known as the “Green 
Man”, frequently found in Romanesque and 
Gothic works throughout Europe. Some of these 
sculptural works are identical to the decorations 
on the entrance of the Monastery of Guadalupe, 
further highlighting the link between these two 
monuments.

Inside the chapel, there is a granite cross which 
the chapel derived one of its names from. The 
hipped roof is decorated with Arabic tiles and was 
constructed during one of the restoration works 
of the monument. In 1931, Ermita del Humilladero 
was declared a Historic-Artistic Monument. 

At the top of Las Altamiras hill, where the Ermita del 
Humilladero is located, there is an observation point that 
offers spectacular views of Puebla de Guadalupe and its 
Royal Monastery. For centuries, this was the first image 
that the pilgrims could see after a long journey through the 
Camino Real route.

Continuing on the route in the opposite direction to 
Guadalupe, you can take different paths to the Villuercas-
Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark and the SPA (Special 
Protection Area) and SCI (Site of Community Importance) 
Sierra de Las Villuercas mountain range and Valle del 
Guadarranque valley, the natural habitat of numerous bird 

species, such as black vulture, griffon vulture, Egyptian 
vulture, red-billed chough and golden eagle.

From the same roundabout at the foot of Ermita del 
Humilladero, you can access the track that goes up the 
geosite of Risco de La Villuerca cliff, the highest point of 
the Geopark with an altitude of 1,601 metres. From its peak, 
you can enjoy a breathtaking view of the Appalachian relief 
as well as get a glimpse of the distant territories of the 
neighbouring provinces of Badajoz, Toledo and Ciudad Real. 
Right before arriving at the top of the Arenal pass, you can 
stop by the Pozo de la Nieve (ice house), a Hieronymite 
structure meant to supply ice to the monastery.

The observation point over Guadalupe

+34 927 15 41 28

Tourist Information Centre 
of Guadalupe

The Ermita del Humilladero chapel. (Guadalupe)
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THE POZO DE LA NIEVE 
OR ICE HOUSE OF GUADALUPE

For our ancestors, having access to ice all year round was one of the biggest 
challenges. The unique structure of the Pozo de la Nieve or ice house reveals a 
remarkable feat of engineering by the Hieronymite monks to supply ice to their 
hospitals and speaks volumes of their efficient logistic system to this end. Only 
this made it possible to overcome the implausible challenge—from our current 
perspective—of having access to the ice during Extremadura’s summers centuries 
ago. The Pozo de la Nieve still remains preserved in the vicinity of Guadalupe 
near the path towards Risco de La Villuerca cliff, evoking the times when ice, 
something so common for us today, used to be a real luxury.

The logistics of storing ice throughout the year

the monastery’s medical school. Back then, using 
ice was the only way to keep certain types of food 
and medicines fresh.

Located at an altitude of over 1,300 metres, it 
ensured that the storehouse of the precious ice 
remained protected from the highest temperatures 
of summer months in the low-lying areas. To be 
precise, the Pozo de la Nieve is located in a place 
of convergence of the boundaries of Guadalupe, 
Cañamero and Navezuelas. It is also very close to 

Ice houses were already built during Roman times. 
They consisted basically of spacious dry wells that 
served as insulation chambers to store snow or ice 
during the winter to be used in the summer.

The Pozo de la Nieve of Guadalupe was built by the 
Hieronymite monks in the 17th century to supply 
ice to the Royal Monastery and its hospitals. Its use 
was especially important in medical research at 
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THE POZO DE LA NIEVE. (Guadalupe)
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the border shared with Alía and Villar del Pedroso, 
which makes it a place of great significance for 
these areas.

The Pozo de la Nieve consists of a dome that 
covers the hollow chamber and isolates it from 
the outside temperatures. The well is about eight 
metres deep and some six metres wide, while the 
side walls are lined with stones. In its immediate 
surroundings, you can still observe the remains of 
houses and other structures meant for managing 
the storage and transportation of ice. Presumably, 
this fascinating operation required the full-time 
service of several people throughout the year.

The process was meticulous and methodical: the 
snow was brought in from the nearby peaks, such 
as the Risco de la Villuerca, during extreme winters. 
Although in mild winters and during the spring 
months, it was transported from the mountains of 
Gredos, situated more than a hundred kilometres 
away. The route had impressions of the odyssey 
as the saddlebags loaded with snow were 
transported on the backs of beasts of burden for 
two nights, taking shelter in caves and cellars to 
hide from the sun during the day. Upon reaching 
the destination, the snow was deposited inside 
the well whose walls had previously been lined 
with straw to provide insulation. Each load of snow 
was successively tamped down by the workers, 
thereby saving space and converting it into ice. 
When the well was full, it was covered with layers 

of straw to maintain thermal insulation. During the 
warmer months, the ice was gradually extracted 
and transported to the monks’ premises in Puebla 
de Guadalupe.

The grandeur of this structure and its fascinating 
history are complemented by the charming 
landscape surrounding it. It is located on an 
elevation between the valleys of the Viejas River 
and Guadalupe River, next to the Risco de la 
Villuerca cliff. Towards the north, you can see the 
entire Ibor valley, while the mountains of La Siberia 
extend to the south.

Every year at the beginning of April, a trek of the Alfonso 
Onceno trail is organised through the old bridle path that 
connects the towns of Navezuelas and Guadalupe. The 
track extends 16.5 kilometres and passes near the Pozo 
de la Nieve. This route is named after King Alfonso XI who 
frequented this area for bear hunting. One of the highlights 
of this route is that it shares its final 7 km to Guadalupe with 
The International Appalachian Trail - Spain Chapter.

In the vicinity of the Pozo de la Nieve, you can visit the 
highest points of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global 
Geoparks, such as the aforementioned geosite of Risco de 

la Villuerca cliff. Going up to these altitudes will always be 
a thrilling experience, thanks to the stunning landscapes 
and its natural heritage. The environment here is extreme 
and is, therefore, home to a wide variety of flora and fauna. 
You can observe an exceptional diversity in bird species of 
these areas, such as the rufous-tailed rock thrush, the blue 
rock thrush, the northern wheatear, the alpine accentor and 
the black redstart. It is also interesting to observe how the 
vegetation changes with the increase in altitude. The cork 
oaks, strawberry trees, chestnut trees, pines and Pyrenean 
oaks gradually give way to heather plants, rock-roses and, 
finally, broom shrubs at the peaks.

The Alfonso Onceno trail

+34 927 15 41 28

Tourist Information Centre 
of Guadalupe

A closer look of the Pozo de la Nieve. (Guadalupe)
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THE ARCA DEL AGUA

The Arca del Agua is one of the most valuable engineering legacies of the 
numerous Hieronymite structures within the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO 
Global Geopark. In order to utilise and distribute the water from the springs, 
a genuine artistic marvel of the medieval hydraulic engineering was erected 
in the 14th century, whose functionality is intact even to this day. For many 
centuries, this structure, penetrating the depths of the mountains, allowed the 
Royal Monastery of Guadalupe, as well as the orchards, palaces, houses and 
nearby hospitals, access to fresh drinking water from the springs all year round. 
It was undoubtedly one of the pillars of prosperity in these lands. It is considered 
Spain’s oldest hydraulic structure in service today.

An artistic marvel of medieval hydraulic engineering

The construction of the Arca del Agua concluded 
in 1350. It consists, in broad strokes, of a complex 
system for collecting groundwater and channelling 
it to the Royal Monastery and the Puebla de 
Guadalupe. 

The main catchment area is formed by a series 
of underground passages dug into the rock and 
covered with slate or domed with brick, called 
“water mines”, which drain the water from 
different springs mainly located on the southern 

About six kilometres from Guadalupe, accessing 
the road that leads to Navalmoral de la Mata and 
a subsequent track that leads westwards from the 
Ermita del Humilladero, you can reach the Arca 
del Agua, a remarkable hydraulic structure built 
seven centuries ago. It is one of the geosites of the 
Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark 
and despite its significance and magnitude, it can 
go unnoticed since the majority of it is situated 
underground. 
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and eastern slopes of the Risco de la Villuerca. On 
these gradients, the contact between the quartzite 
rocks and slaty rocks creates fissures through 
which the groundwater rises from the springs, 
known as “veneros” or “manaeros”. The water 
from these passages is directed to the aptly named 
Arca del Agua, which loosely translates to water 
chamber, consisting of a cistern or underground 
reservoir whose vault has an ogival arch. The 
structure of this cistern is built with granite and near 
its entrance, there is a 16th century bronze plaque 
with an inscription indicating that the secrets of 
the “manaeros” that flow into the Arca del Agua 
are written down and kept safe in the monastery. 
Most of this structure lies beneath the surface of 
the ground since it was designed for the water to 
reach its destination by the force of gravity. The 
accumulated water poured into the underground 
reservoir and the so-called “arquillo” with some 
possible impurities. 

Once full, the water of the Arca gushed out due 
to its own weight towards a pipeline made of 

hardened clay that channelled it in the direction of 
Guadalupe. Throughout its layout, a series of vents 
were constructed in order to prevent the air from 
accumulating inside the pipes, thus regulating the 
pressure. This conduction system extends over six 
kilometres and concludes with a 200-metres-long 
tunnel excavated under the Miramontes hill, also 
known as “cerro Horacao” or “cerro Horadado”.

Once the water arrived at La Puebla de Guadalupe, 
it was distributed through a series of smaller pipes 
into the fountains, basins and orchards, making it 
possible for the crystal clear water, that flowed into 
the mountain springs, to be available all year round 
for use by the inhabitants of the Monastery and 
the town of Guadalupe. Even today, the water of 
various fountains such as that in the monastery’s 
cloister, the Plaza de Santa María and the Plaza de 
Los Tres Chorros comes from the Arca del Agua. 

For the design of this complex structure, several 
instructions indicated in the more classic examples 
were taken into account. It was ensured, at all times, 
that the water did not see the light until it reached 
its destination, thus maintaining its potability. 
The monks themselves considered it the most 
important structure of Guadalupe, as stated in the 
codex that describes it: “The conduction system of 
this water is the most important element and is the 
main and oldest heritage of this House”.

In the context of different solutions introduced over 
the centuries for the drinking water supply, we highly 
recommend you to visit the Embalse del Mato reservoir 
which has been supplying water to Guadalupe since the 
90s. It is built on the Guadalupejo River on the outskirts of 
the town. The dam can be reached by following the course of 
the river on Ruta de los Molinos route, where you can admire 
the majestic alder forests.

Other must-see attractions that, in one way or another, 
are related to the Arca del Agua, are the various fountains 
of Guadalupe, nurtured by this marvellous infrastructure. 
Situated under the new Gothic cloister of the monastery is 
another magnificent structure: a medieval cistern excavated 
in the rock to store the water brought from the Arca del Agua 
that, in its heyday, was described as the “best of the best in 
Spain”. 

The Embalse del Mato reservoir

+34 927 15 41 28

Tourist Information Centre 
of Guadalupe

The vaults of the Arca del Agua. (Guadalupe)
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THE WINDMILLS, WATERMILLS, HAMMER 
MILLS AND FULLING MILLS OF GUADALUPEJO

The Guadalupejo River had several hydraulic structures along its course, most 
of them directly linked to the history of the Royal Monastery and of La Puebla 
de Guadalupe. These constructions reveal the importance of watercourses for 
medieval industries and the extraordinary skill of the Hieronymite monks to 
make the best use of these.

The hydraulic systems of the medieval industry

together gave rise to the Ruta de los Molinos 
(Route of the Mills). 

One of the most remarkable feats of medieval 
engineering is the so-called Molino de Batán 
(Fulling Mill), also known as Batán de Arriba 
(Upstream Fulling Mill), which suggests that there 
was another fulling mill downstream, which is now 
missing. These mills were used, on the one hand, 
to remove irregularities and grease from the wool 
and, on the other, to increase the compactness of 
the soft knitted or woven wool and turn them into 
tightly finished fabric. In this case, its purpose was 
to process the fabric with which the habits of the 
religious order were manufactured as well as the 
cloths that were made in the Royal Monastery. 

A short distance from Guadalupe flows the 
Guadalupejo River that has been declared an 
ecological corridor and a wildlife corridor for its 
natural wealth, including one of the best gallery 
forests in Extremadura.  

This river treasures a very unique cultural heritage. 
Numerous hydraulic projects were implemented 
here between the 14th and 15th centuries, most of 
them linked to the prosperity of the Hieronymites 
of the nearby Royal Monastery of Santa María 
de Guadalupe. Along the course of this river, you 
can observe several small dams, fulling mills, 
windmills, water mills and hammer mills that 
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Some old records mention these fulling mills and 
the creation of brown cloths by the Hieronymite 
monks. 

Guadalupejo River was dammed with an 
embankment so that it could reach a certain 
height to be directed to the mill through a channel 
called “caz”. As in the case of the old gristmills, 
the pressure of the water rotated the curved 
vanes which, in turn, set in motion an axle and a 
camshaft. Some wooden mallets repeatedly hit 
the cloths until they reached the desired texture. 
The structure of the machinery, called potro, as 
well as the mallets and axle, were usually built 
with oak wood, but the blades were made of alder 
wood, much more resistant to the continuous 
exposure to water. Although the machinery of 
Molino del Batán has not survived over the years, it 
has been restored and transformed into a cottage. 

Another important mill on this route, the one 
closest to La Puebla de Guadalupe, is Molino del 
Martinete (hammer mill), currently dilapidated.  
The hammer mills were structures that, like the 
fulling mills, used the force of the water to move a 
machinery and a camshaft, although in this case to 
hit an anvil with a large hammer. This mechanism 
was used for forging and the hammers were linked 
to the forges. 

In the same river, at the tail of the Mato reservoir, 
you can observe the ruins of two other mills of this 
kind, known as Las Herrerías (forges).

This system of water mills, fulling mills and 
hammer mills made use of the dams or small 
embankments resulting from it, many of which are 
still part of this landscape.

One of the biggest hydraulic works that we can find 
in the area is the old dam built on the Guadalupejo 
and nowadays is abandoned. Known as “el 
Estanque”, from 15th century and fed several flour 
mills. It is one of the oldest dams with buttresses in 
Europe with vaulted galleries and driving systems.

The Guadalupejo reservoir or Mato reservoir is located on 
the Guadalupejo River, contributing to a stunning landscape 
where the dense chestnut forests extend up to the edge 
of the river. This place entices you to explore it on foot and 
appreciate its serene surroundings.

The road that connects Cañamero and Guadalupe crosses 
a special area for observing the Falla de Puerto Llano fault, 
one of the geosites of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO 
Global Geopark. This extensive fault originated during 
the Tertiary Period and is situated south of Las Villuercas 
mountains, thus being perfectly visible in this area. In its 

immediate vicinity, you can see the works of unfinished 
project of the railway line between Talavera de la Reina and 
Villanueva de la Serena. The current Viaduct of Guadalupe is 
part of its vestiges. This was a railway route that never came 
into operation and is predominantly a green route today.

Not far from here, you can visit another geosite in Cañamero: 
the vantage point of Risco Gordo, Sierra del Pimpollar. Risco 
Gordo is a quartzite outcrop that stands out as the highest 
point in this area. Its vantage point offers spectacular views 
of the Appalachian relief of the Geopark.

The Falla de Puerto Llano fault

+34 927 15 41 28

Tourist Information Centre 
of Guadalupe

Diagram of the fulling mill constructed by the Hieronymites
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THE FEAST DAY OF THE HISPANIDAD

Since 1929, the Virgin of Guadalupe has the title of Reina de la Hispanidad 
(Queen of the Hispanic World). Therefore, every 12th of October, the anniversary 
of Christopher Columbus’s first arrival in the Americas, is celebrated in a very 
special way and with great solemnity in the town of Guadalupe. The most 
outstanding element among all the commemorations is the enchanting procession 
of horses and horse riders from different parts of Extremadura.

A procession of the horses

the Marian devotions to American lands, inculcating 
the cult of the Virgin of Guadalupe in most parts of 
Latin America. 

In 1929, Alfonso XIII crowned the image as Reina 
de la Hispanidad (Queen of the Hispanic World), 
which also marked the foundation of the Guard of 
Honour or the Royal Knights’ Association of Santa 
María de Guadalupe, dedicated to preserving the 

The link between Guadalupe and America is not 
limited to the visits that Columbus made to the 
Catholic Monarchs in the Royal Monastery. The 
sailor named an island of the New World after 
the Virgin and the first Indians brought to Europe 
were baptised at the baptismal font in front of the 
monastery. Conquistadors and monks extended 
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festival in honour of the Virgin. Since then, every 
12th of October, a special procession led by horses 
and horse riders is held in La Puebla de Guadalupe.

At the beginning of this event, the procession of 
knights arrives at the Plaza de Santa María de 
Guadalupe where a Eucharist is celebrated. It also 
involves the investiture of the new members of 
the Royal Knights’ Association, to whom sashes 
are awarded. The ceremony also includes flower 
offerings, the parade of the brotherhoods and the 
tribute to the Patron Saint of Extremadura and 
Queen of the Hispanic World. 

In the afternoon, riders with their horses arrive 
at the gates of the Royal Monastery, some after 
several days of travelling, from different parts 
of Extremadura and Spain, through the various 
pilgrimage routes. The spectacular sight of the 
large group of horses and the sound of their hoofs 
are the highlights of one of the most fascinating 
pilgrimages in Spain. The festival has been 
declared a Regional Event of Tourist Interest by the 
Regional Government of Extremadura and attracts 
more and more visitors every year.

Apart from religious celebrations, various 
cultural and social activities are also carried out 
during this festivity. For example, the Gala de la 
Hispanidad, where important figures meet to hold 

discussions about the Hispanic movement and 
the Hispanidad. On the other hand, there are the 
Premios Guadalupe Hispanidad awards, created 
to disseminate and spread the Hispanic scope of 
the Virgin of Guadalupe and all of Extremadura. 
These awards recognise the extraordinary efforts 
of people, entities or groups for promoting, in one 
way or another, the cultural and religious values 
of Guadalupe and the Hispanidad. The Concierto 
de la Hispanidad by the Orquesta de Extremadura 
continues to be a part of the tradition.

Puebla de Guadalupe accommodates an excellent collection 
of art and cultural heritage, such as the Royal Monastery that 
treasures important works of art in its museums. The small 
Mudéjar temple of its cloister and the Camarín de la Virgen 
chamber are elements of exceptional value, in addition to 
other constructions linked to the heyday of the Hieronymite 
monks as well as the different hospitals built in the town for 
pilgrims. 

In the section of the Monastery’s rooms, with a Renaissance 
cloister, stands the Hospedería de Guadalupe hostelry that 
has preserved the monastic style and aesthetics. 

It is also highly recommended to visit the picturesque Judería 
(Jewish Quarter) of Guadalupe in which an intricate layout of 

narrow streets and small squares make up one of the most 
iconic town centres of Extremadura’s traditional architecture.

Other must-see attractions include two geosites near 
the town: the Arca del Agua and the Guadalupe River 
and Barranco de Valdegracia. The first one is a complex 
and spectacular hydraulic construction carried out by the 
monks to supply the water from the mountain springs to 
the fountains and deposits of La Puebla de Guadalupe. The 
second geosite offers you the opportunity to appreciate 
some important geological and natural features of the 
territory. The upper part of the Guadalupe River has been 
preserved quite well and declared an Ecological and Wildlife 
Corridor.

The Renaissance cloister of Guadalupe

+34 927 15 41 28

Procession of horses on the Día de la Hispanidad. (Guadalupe)

Tourist Information Centre 
of Guadalupe
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THE FEAST DAY OF 
THE VIRGIN OF GUADALUPE

8th September is one of the biggest days in the municipality of Guadalupe. This 
day marks the feast day of the Virgin of Guadalupe, patron saint of Extremadura, 
who received the title of Reina de las Españas (Queen of all Spains) or Reina de 
la Hispanidad (Queen of the Hispanic World) in 1928. This celebration coincides 
with the official date of the Day of Extremadura. These events have become a 
symbol of the region’s identity.  

The Day of Extremadura

River. The tradition also affirms that it was sculpted 
by Saint Luke the Evangelist, with Virgin Mary 
herself as the model. 

Before finally arriving in the valleys of Las 
Villuercas, the sculpture travelled through Asia 
Minor, Byzantium, Rome and Seville. From here, 
and due to the fear of its desecration during the 
Islamic invasion, it was transferred and hidden. 
A collection of great pictorial works found in the 
Mudéjar cloister depicts this saga.

From the very beginning, the festival began to 
gain importance and fame while the monastery 

The religious rite originated in 1389 when the 
church was transformed into a monastery and 
8th September was chosen as its date since it 
marked the celebration of the Nativity of Mary. It 
is noteworthy that the Monastery of Guadalupe 
has its chancel and perpendicular axis aligned to 
face the exact point where the sun rises on 8th 
September.

The focus of the entire celebration is the 
Romanesque sculpture that, according to legend, 
appeared in the 14th century near the Guadalupe 
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acquired the status of a prominent spiritual centre. 
Some visitors wrote: “After Jerusalem, Rome 
and Compostela, the romerías or pilgrimages to 
Guadalupe deserve to be considered the most 
remarkable holy expeditions of Christianity.”

In 1577, Spanish writer Bartolomé de Villalba y 
Estaña Donzel wrote: “Our Lady of Guadalupe is 
the most famous place in all of Europe that people 
from every corner of the world come to visit.”

Even today, a diligent ritual is performed practically 
retaining its original aspects. 

From 31st August to 8th September, the monks 
celebrate a novena offering prayers in the 
mornings and evenings. On 6th September, the 
Virgin is brought down from her chamber and 
taken to the Cama de la Mora. On the 7th, the 
pilgrims are welcomed with a mass. Finally, on 
the 8th, a procession of the Virgin is held in the 
Mudéjar cloister and the basilica.

During the religious celebration, various cultural 
and festive events are carried out, such as the 
fireworks or the concert of the Banda de Música de 
Guadalupe. All of these components make it the 
biggest festival in the region.

This religious festival is accompanied by the 
institutional celebration of the Day of Extremadura. 
Since 1985, the official festivity of the autonomous 
community coincides with the day of the Virgin 

of Guadalupe as it is one of the symbols of 
Extremadura’s identity. The canonical coronation 
of the Virgin as Patron Saint of Extremadura in 1907 
was one of the first manifestations of the region’s 
exaltation in recent times. In the initial years of the 
commemoration of the Day of Extremadura, the 
institutional acts were carried out in Guadalupe.

Since the 13th century, Guadalupe has acquired an enormous 
cultural and artistic legacy with regard to the devotion of the 
Royal Monastery. Much of this cultural wealth is attributed 
to the Hieronymite monks, who carried out numerous 
constructions and erected hydraulic structures, such as the 
Arca del Agua, the Pozo de la Nieve and the hammer mills 
of the Guadalupejo River. They were also responsible for the 
construction of religious buildings, such as the monastery 
itself, the Ermita de Humilladero chapel, the small Mudéjar 

temple of the cloister as well as the civil infrastructure, such 
as the various hospitals and shelters for pilgrims coming to 
Guadalupe.

La Puebla de Guadalupe is surrounded by enclaves of 
great environmental value, such as the Guadalupejo River, 
declared an Ecological and Wildlife Corridor, where you can 
enjoy the lush riparian woods (gallery forests that appear 
along the rivers) of alders, black poplars and ash trees.

Hospitals and shelters for pilgrims

Procession of The Virgin of Guadalupe inside the monastery

+34 927 15 41 28

Tourist Information Centre 
of Guadalupe
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THE CARNIVAL OF SOULS OF 
VILLAR DEL PEDROSO

The Carnaval de Ánimas or Carnival of Souls of Villar del Pedroso is not a fancy 
dress party. It has very little to do with the lively and colourful festivities. It is 
an ancient and unique festival, dating back to the 17th century, which combines 
religion with the military, feelings of joy with sorrow. The Serengue dance, 
one of its most characteristic features, along with the rhythmic sounds of the 
tabor, brings together the generals, soldiers, standard-bearers, field marshals, 
authorities, the citizens as well as the visitors.

A fusion of religion and the military

of this family, according to the criteria, are in charge 
of assigning the various predefined roles: general, 
captain, second lieutenants, sergeants, etc., which 
can be played by both men and women.

This elaborate celebration is packed with diversified 
rituals. The most remarkable one among these, 
although gradually becoming less frequent, is the 
procession through the streets upon sunset, on 
the days prior to the carnival, asking for alms for 
the souls of the purgatory. Accompanied by the 
tabors, a large bell and singing coplas (Spanish folk 
songs), they go from house to house requesting 

The Carnaval de Ánimas is a celebration that goes 
on for seven days. According to tradition, the origin 
of the festival lies in the legend of a general in 
command, a native of this region. During a battle, 
upon realising that the enemy’s troops were far 
more in number, he commended his spirit to the 
Ánimas Benditas or Blessed Souls, promising an 
annual celebration if his army emerged victorious, 
which it did. Since then, the carnival is celebrated, 
at irregular intervals, whenever a family formally 
takes the responsibility to organise it. The members 
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the contribution. The onset of the night, the usual 
cold of the season and the lonely and silent streets, 
brightened by the singsong voices, lend this event 
an ancestral aura that overwhelms everyone 
witnessing the procession. 

Other highlights of the carnival are: the reunion 
of the soldiers, with the sound of gun salute by 
the residents; the waving of banners during the 
Serengue dance; the making of the Bouquet of 
Souls, early Tuesday morning, decorated with 
bread rolls scented with aniseed; proceeding to 
the general’s house, followed by a procession to 
the cemetery to honour the deceased; the sale of 
the bread rolls; and the race between sergeants 

holding their halberds. All this is profusely 
accompanied by the smell of gunpowder that, 
at times, overwhelms the streets, the aroma of 
hot coffee, “aguardiente” (Spanish brandy) and 
delicious local sweets.

To learn more, we encourage you to visit the 
Carnaval de Ánimas Interpretation Centre located 
in the Casa del Labrador, on Calle Real, 10, of 
the region. Admission to this centre is free and 
includes a guided tour.

Within the city centre, you can admire the vestiges of the 
Iron Age, such as the famous verracos. These are stone 
sculptures of animals, some interpreted as bulls, while some 
others as wild boars or male pigs, carved by the Vettones.

You can also observe remnants of the Roman culture in the 
locality with diverse archaeologically important inscriptions. 
The most prominent of these is the Roman tombstone, 
placed next to the church, bearing inscriptions that refer to 
the burial of a 25-year-old woman.

One of the most stunning geosites of the Villuercas-Ibores-
Jara UNESCO Global Geopark, the Desfiladero del Pedroso 
gorge, is situated in the municipality of Villar del Pedroso. 
The encasing of the Arroyo del Pedroso stream, about 750 
metres long, from its source at an old mill to its mouth at 

the Tajo (Tagus) river, is absolutely spectacular. Here, we 
can see walls of aplites (microgranites highly resistant 
to erosion) that rise many metres high and surround the 
stream, leading to the formation of waterfalls, rapids and 
the so-called “giant’s kettles” or potholes. The gorge can be 
accessed from the neighbouring town Puente del Arzobispo, 
right after crossing the bridge over the Tagus river, through a 
2-kilometre-long path along the riverbed.

Not very far from this, take the opportunity to marvel at 
the vestiges of the Islamic era. These include the ruins of 
the fortress of Castros, its walls, the columns of the bridge 
over the Tagus river, as well as the surrounding houses. 
The fortress was built in the 10th century and was meant 
to provide defence, which will put a finishing touch to your 
splendid excursion to the Villar del Pedroso. 

The Islamic vestiges

+34 927 55 50 02

Carnaval de Ánimas 
Interpretation Centre

The Carnaval de Ánimas. (Villar del Pedroso)
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THE PHOTOGRAPHIC LEGACY 
OF EUGENE SMITH IN DELEITOSA

In 1950, the renowned American photojournalist Eugene Smith came to Spain 
to make a report on the “persistent drought” in Spain. One of the most famous 
international reporters, accompanied by his camera, travelled around a country 
engulfed in poverty and economic backwardness, until his journey brought him 
to Deleitosa, the place that he found perfect for his photographic report. He 
created some of the most poignant images that revealed how the better part of 
post-war Spain was isolated from the rest of the world.

Spanish Village

His photographs captured a neglected and 
underdeveloped society with unpaved streets and 
absence of running water, telephone, electricity 
and public health infrastructure. 

In this context of scarcity and subsistence, 
Smith’s lens focused on the villagers’ daily life, 
their customs, the faces of the residents, their 
occupations, women making thread, peasants in 
the fields, little girls in their first communion, priests, 
civil guards, children sweeping with brooms, walls 
painted with “Viva Franco” (long live Franco), etc. 

“El Smith” (The Smith), as he was known in 
Deleitosa, stayed in the town for two and half 
months and made a 24-page report along with 
45 rolls of film—1,575 negatives and 113 final 
photographic prints. He arrived here in the spring of 
1950, after reading an article in the ABC newspaper 
about Extremadura. Together with his assistant 
Ted Castle and his interpreter, Nina Pinado, he 
integrated himself into the village, something that 
he considered necessary for his work.

MUSEUMS AND INTERPRETATION CENTRES
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There was a hint of atavism in these scenes that 
fascinated the photographer. He did not capture 
the harsh reality of this society with the usual 
impertinence of the photojournalism of that time, 
but instead added a dose of lyricism and exoticism 
that turned his photographs into works of art. His 
great personality and nonconformity gave rise to a 
work that some have compared with the Baroque 
art and with the vision of Buñuel. 

Eugene not only was able to substantiate the 
shortfalls that Spain suffered in those difficult 
times but also personally experienced the lack of 
freedom. Fleeing from the Francoist police, he had 
to leave Deleitosa in haste. The grim image of the 
country reflected in his photos of this village that 
would affect the public opinion worldwide was not 
at all acceptable to the Spanish authorities. 

Paradoxically, after successfully getting his 
photographic report out of Spain, he also ran into 
censorship in his own country when Life magazine 
decided not to publish it for diplomatic reasons. 
The United States was not interested in presenting 
a bad image of Spain at that time. 

Despite this, Eugene Smith managed to publish 
some of his photographs in April 1951 in a report 
called Spanish Village that made a huge impact 
around the world. The eyes of millions of people 
from all over the planet were on Deleitosa as they 
saw, through Smith’s lens, a medieval Spain in the 
middle of the 20th century that he showed through 

a heartrending and evocative yet humanistic 
perspective. He then published the complete 24-
page essay with his photographs, which was a 
resounding success. Between the first edition and 
the subsequent reissues, over 22 million copies 
were sold throughout Europe and America.

Eugene Smith, “El Smith”, lived a turbulent life 
with many ups and downs and died in 1978. 
Deleitosa keeps his memory alive through a bar 
called “Spanish Village” and a street named after 
him. The town hall houses a permanent exhibition 
dedicated to his legacy.

In Deleitosa, you can visit the castle of the Duques de Frías 
in Plaza de España. The second floor of the castle is modern, 
though the first floor still preserves some elements of its 
original construction. According to tradition, Saint Peter of 
Alcántara once stayed here overnight.

Not far from the town is the geosite called Sistema de 
Fracturas de la Sierra de la Breña. It is a series of fractures in 
Armorican quartzite rock with distinctly prominent strike-slip 
faults. It is also a great place to observe formations of scree 

(accumulation of broken rock debris) such as fanglomerates 
and quarries.

It is interesting to note that this site of the Villuercas-
Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global Geopark is also part of the 
Monfragüe Biosphere Reserve and is situated quite close to 
the Monfragüe National Park. This park is easily accessible 
through the road that leads to the neighbouring town of 
Jaraicejo.

The fracture system of the Sierra de la Breña

+34 927 54 00 04

Town Council of Deleitosa
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THE VIADUCT OF GUADALUPE

During the 1920s and 1930s, a railway project was approved in order to connect 
Badajoz, Madrid and Huelva, passing through Villanueva de la Serena and 
Talavera de la Reina. However, the irregular foothills of the Villuercas posed 
an insurmountable obstacle because of which the project was abandoned three 
decades after its inception. As a reminder of that ill-fated project, a magnificent 
viaduct stands at the gates of Guadalupe, crossing the rugged valley of 
Guadalupejo River.

The monumental vestiges of an unfinished railway line

The execution of this project soon faced immense 
difficulties owing to the orographical features of this 
mountainous region. The geological fault of Puerto 
Llano de Cañamero especially caused major issues 
in the construction. Its rock formations, in addition 
to being excessively hard, were too fragmented 
to finish the tunnel that would pass through the 
mountain. Several attempts at excavation resulted 
in cave-ins. 

During the dictatorship of Primo de Rivera, an 
infrastructure project was initiated with the 
purpose of connecting Madrid, Extremadura and 
western Andalusia by train, linking Villanueva de 
la Serena with Talavera de la Reina and crossing 
Las Villuercas. The railway line of Las Villuercas, 
popularly known as “La Vía”, would be 168 
kilometres long with 19 stations. 

ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION

PANORAMIC VIEW OF THE VIADUCT OF GUADALUPE
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The Spanish Civil War and the subsequent 
deprivation also interfered with the development 
of this project and it was thus interrupted for years. 
Finally, in the 1960s, after the tremendous effort 
invested in its construction and just 20 kilometres 
left to finish the proposed route, it was deemed 
unviable and thereby abandoned forever. As a 
result, the railway project of Las Villuercas turned 
into an unachievable dream.

But those three and a half decades of construction 
left behind remarkable vestiges in these areas, 
some of which are even considered as monuments. 
These include the viaduct that dramatically stands 
next to La Puebla de Guadalupe, a marvel of civil 
architecture of the 20th century. 

With an elevation of 58 metres, it spans 274 metres 
and was one of the biggest bridges of Spain at that 
time. According to the chronicles, the 22 million 
pesetas spent on its construction also made it the 
most expensive bridge. 

Built with reinforced concrete, it has four huge 
ovoid arches in the centre and seven small arches, 
three on one bank and four on the other. The weight 
of buttresses of the bigger arches is lightened with 
openings in the form of narrower arches. This adds 
an undeniable elegance to the overall appearance 
of this structure despite its imposing magnitude. 

This bridge welcomes those who come to La 
Puebla de Guadalupe from the south as they cross 
the road under one of its arches.

One of the best attractions of this impressive 
structure is the large ceramic mural, measuring 
4 by 8 metres, on one of its pilasters. Affixed in 
1959 by the construction company of the viaduct, 
“Tierras y Hormigones”, it is a colourful mosaic of 
tiles representing the Virgin of Guadalupe and her 
monastery. Its avant-garde style was not to the 
liking of the town’s residents at that time, however, 
together with the viaduct, it is now part of the 
exceptional heritage contributed by the different 
eras in this region. 

One of the many interesting places to visit in Guadalupe is 
the Hospedería Real (Royal Hostelry), built by order of the 
Catholic Monarchs during the priory of Fray Nuño de Arévalo. 
This hostelry was composed of two levelled structures, both 
of which had cloisters and galleries, on upper-level and on 
ground floor. The rooms closest to the monastery were for 
the monarchs. The ceremonial hall was about eighty feet 
long and twenty-four feet wide, its coffered ceilings were 
among the best works in all of Spain. Its decoration work was 
assigned to the best glaziers, painters and artists of the time, 
taking into consideration the participation of Juan de Flandes. 
The hostelry continues to run as a hotel and restaurant and is 
one of the biggest attractions of Guadalupe. 

Three kilometres down the road connecting Cañamero 
with Berzocana, you will come across the Interpretation 
Centre of the BSPA Sierra de las Villuercas and Valle del 
Guadarranque. Its exhibits offer a great opportunity to learn 
about the different habitats of this Special Protection Area 
for Birds as well as its rich fauna. It also features beautiful 
gardens representing the autochthonous flora, including 
many interesting species like the Portugal laurel (loro in 
Spanish).

The Royal Hostelry

+34 675 06 19 82

I. C. of the BSPA Sierra de 
las Villuercas and Valle del 
Guadarranque

+34 927 15 41 28

Tourist Information Centre 
of Guadalupe

+34 682 79 84 59
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THE REGIONAL ARCHAEOLOGY
INTERPRETATION CENTRE

The replica of a cave with cave paintings and the reproduction of several elements 
known as the Treasure of Berzocana from the Bronze Age are some of the main 
attractions offered by the Archaeology Interpretation Centre of Berzocana. It 
is like an imaginary journey through the evolution and the history of all the 
cultures that were established in these valleys for thousands of years. More than 
250 archaeological pieces from different eras are testimonies to that human 
presence in the territory.

A glance at the past of Villuercas

one hundred tombs of different kinds for three 
years. 

An important site that has given some highly 
valuable pieces is the “Cuesta Quemada”, a 
mining deposit from the Late Roman Empire in the 
Dehesa Boyal of Valhondo. Through the dating of 
the vestiges, it was determined that they belonged 
to a rural mining establishment of the 3rd or 4th 
century of the Common Era. After being examined, 
a good part of the recovered materials, invaluable 
for the culture of Extremadura, are kept on public 
display at this centre of Berzocana. 

Other sources for the acquisition of these pieces 
were donations from individuals and contributions 
from the Church, specifically the Cofradía de los 

It is one of the eleven interpretation and 
information centres of the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara 
UNESCO Global Geopark and one of the most 
important ones for understanding the history of 
this region. It opened its doors in 2013, although 
it was preceded by what was known as the 
Archaeological Museum of Berzocana. 

Its collections have become enriched thanks to 
the pieces obtained from the excavations carried 
out throughout the region by the University of 
Extremadura, the Complutense University of 
Madrid and the University of Barcelona. It is worth 
highlighting that these excavations in Berzocana 
allowed for further location and excavation of over 

MUSEUMS AND INTERPRETATION CENTRES

THE REGIONAL ARCHAEOLOGY INTERPRETATION CENTRE. (Berzocana)
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Santos de Berzocana (Brotherhood of the Saints of 
Berzocana). In total, the centre boasts a collection 
of about 250 archaeological pieces from different 
historical and prehistoric eras.

The Interpretation Centre is located in the same 
building where the old library used to be and, prior 
to that, the town schools. The building’s entrances 
provide access to people with limited mobility and 
there is an internal staircase that connects its two 
floors. The building is also accessible to people 
with disabilities from the outside for each floor.

The route allows us to travel through the prehistory 
and history of the cultures and peoples that 
inhabited the territories of the geopark, from the 
Palaeolithic through the successive periods and 
epochs. This journey is separated into different 
exhibition halls dedicated to the Prehistory, the 
Roman Empire and the Middle Ages.  

The pieces are displayed in glass cabinets and 
identified with their corresponding cards. The 
explanatory panels describe and interpret the 
most important aspects of each historical moment 
and are accompanied by location maps, diagrams, 
descriptions, photographs, etc.  

The most prominent pieces are the replicas of the 
original ones, such as those of the two torques 

(necklaces shaped like a circular horseshoe) of 
the Treasure of Berzocana (the original pieces are 
displayed at the National Archaeological Museum), 
and reproductions like those of the “estelas de 
guerreros” (warrior stelae) of Solana de Cabañas 
and Cañamero.

One of the main attractions of the centre is 
the replica of a cave dedicated to the world of 
schematic cave paintings and their interpretation. 
In the unlit daylight basement of the building, 
an audiovisual presentation on cave paintings 
in general, as well as those of the geopark, are 
shown.

As an activity that complements the centre’s 
importance, it offers the possibility to opt for guided 
tours of the same. They offer a chronological 
journey through different sections of the exhibition, 
from Prehistory to the Middle Ages.

There is a small square next to the interpretation 
centre where parking is not allowed, however, 
there is a parking area for buses and cars nearby—
in the Plaza de España. 

In the urban area of Berzocana, you will find the catholic 
parish church, under the advocation of San Juan Bautista, 
with a magnificent Mudéjar tower. Legend has it that in the 
13th century, at the foothills of the mountains close to the 
town, in an olive grove—now known as the “olivar de los 
santos” (olive grove of the saints), a farmer found a marble 
sarcophagus that contained the remains of San Fulgencio 
and Santa Florentina. These remains were placed at the 
church in a reliquary donated by King Philip II of Spain. The 
entirety of the church was declared a National Historic 
Monument in 1977.

In the vicinity of the town, you can visit the spectacular “Roble 
de la Nava” tree which is over 400 years old. Standing 19 
metres tall with 4.5 metres of trunk diameter and crown that 

measures 29 metres, it has been declared “árbol singular” 
or veteran tree by the Regional Government of Extremadura.
Other interesting places to be visited around Berzocana 
are the geosite of the Canchos de las Sábanas, geological 
enclaves such as La Cabeza del Moro and La Peña Gorda, 
Celtic hill forts, and the “Huertos de San Juan” botanical 
garden in Finca la Sierra.

Nearby, we can also observe numerous examples of 
schematic cave paintings from the southwest area, dating 
between the Chalcolithic period and the Bronze Age, 4000-
1000 BCE (Before Common Era). They can be found in rock 
shelters or caves on the quartzite cliffs, such as the Los 
Morales cave, Los Cabritos cave, the Cancho de las Sábanas 
cave and the Risquillo de Paulino rock shelter.

The sarcophagus of San Fulgencio 
and Santa Florentina

+34 681 26 43 19

Archaeology Interpretation Centre 
of Berzocana
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Cuture, tradition and identity

INTANGIBLE HERITAGE

Beyond the rich heritage represented by the physical assets acquired over the 
centuries in the form of temples, fortresses, civil engineering, monuments and 
other spaces of cultural, artistic and historical values, there is another much 
less tangible heritage that is equally important: the traditional culture. It forms 
a significant part of this wealth of heritage passed down from the previous 
generations progressively shaping the ethnic identity and, therefore, deserves to 
be protected and considered just as valuable.

In Extremadura, there are numerous examples of 
cultural events that have survived the passage of 
time and have intensely and dynamically been part 
of the people’s lives. This is due to the profusion 
of societies and cultures that have inhabited these 
lands over the centuries, leaving behind their mark 
and enriching the cultural tradition. 

This wealth of intangible heritage has been 
augmented by the occurrence of cultural exchange 
in Extremadura. The Vía de la Plata (Silver Way), a 
path connecting the south and the north of the 

Although these are essential elements contributing 
to the cultural diversity and creativity of any society 
as well as defining the identity of a region, many 
of which are at serious risk of disappearing, 
the intangible heritage has been the last to be 
considered as cultural heritage as such.

The traditional crafts, dances, songs, oral traditions, 
language, festivals, etc. are cultural manifestations 
protected by UNESCO since 2003 and are worthy 
of preservation just like any other type of heritage.

COPPER CRAFTSMANSHIP
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A group singing the jota in Alía

Iberian Peninsula, as well as the network of drovers’ 
roads served as channels for circulating traditions, 
practices and knowledge. Also, the proximity to 
Portugal undoubtedly contributed and continues to 
contribute to the traditional knowledge and cultural 
manifestations of this land. 

And while the drovers’ roads and pilgrimage 
routes served as a gateway for the enrichment 
of traditions, the geographical position of 
Extremadura as a frontier territory played an 
important role in preserving them. Moreover, 
the fact that the region remained outside the 
successive industrial revolutions favoured the 
conservation of the original cultural practices.

The Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global 
Geopark is not an exception and its towns have 
retained an interesting set of traditions. These 
include practices related to livestock, agriculture 
and forestry, including ancient skills and jargon, as 
well as the traditional knowledge about production. 
This intangible heritage also comprises different 
linguistic forms and numerous manifestations of 
oral tradition, such as dialects, jargon, lexicons and 
toponyms. Similarly, this heritage embraces oral 
literature: stories, legends, romances, myths, folk 
tales, proverbs, sayings, epics, etc.
The gastronomy and the traditional food and 
drinks are also part of this immaterial culture, 
which the Villuercas-Ibores-Jara UNESCO Global 
Geopark encompasses through the products 

included in various protected designations of 
origin and geographical indications: PDO Queso 
Ibores, PDO Miel Villuercas-Ibores, PDO Dehesa 
de Extremadura, PDO Ribera del Guadiana. Other 
products include cherries, chestnuts, the famous 
blood sausage, various cold meats, delicious 
pastries, etc.

The traditional craftsmanship represents an 
important part of this heritage and the Geopark 
boasts excellent examples, such as the metalwork 
and fabrication of copper utensils, basket weaving 
with chestnut bark, bobbin lace, pottery, wood 
carving, the ancient looms, goldsmiths’ craft, cork 
handicraft, etc.

The preservation of this extraordinary cultural 
heritage has to be undertaken by the same 
designated community that, ultimately, has 
the obligation to keep it alive. Nonetheless, the 
public administrations are equally responsible for 
safeguarding it. 

To this end, the Inventory of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Villuercas and Ibores is being developed 
by the Directorate General of Museums, Libraries 
and Cultural Heritage of the Regional Government 
of Extremadura. The pilgrimage routes of 
Guadalupe, the craft of making Ibores cheese and 
the aforementioned copper craftsmanship are 
some of the treasures that are being catalogued, 
studied and documented.
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SPAIN EXTREMADURA
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22. THE SAN MATEO CHURCH OF LOGROSÁN

23. THE SAN PEDRO CHURCH OF VILLAR DEL PEDROSO

24. THE “ROLLOS” OR “PICOTAS” 

25. THE VIA CRUCIS 

26. LA JARA

27. THE AQUEDUCT OF LAS HERRERÍAS

28. THE MONASTERY OF GUADALUPE

29. LA PUEBLA DE GUADALUPE

30. THE MUSEUMS OF THE MONASTERY OF GUADALUPE

31. THE TEMPLETE MUDÉJAR OF GUADALUPE

32. THE GRANJA DE MIRABEL PALACE

33. THE GRANJA DE VALDEFUENTES PALACE

34. THE ERMITA DEL HUMILLADERO CHAPEL

35. THE POZO DE LA NIEVE

36. THE ARCA DEL AGUA

37. THE WINDMILLS AND WATERMILLS OF GUADALUPEJO

38. THE FEAST DAY OF THE HISPANIDAD

39. THE FEAST DAY OF THE VIRGIN OF GUADALUPE

40. THE CARNIVAL OF SOULS OF VILLAR DEL PEDROSO

41. THE PHOTOGRAPHIC LEGACY OF EUGENE SMITH

42. THE VIADUCT OF GUADALUPE

43. THE REGIONAL ARCHAEOLOGY INTERPRETATION CENTRE

1. THE PALAEOLITHIC FINDS OF LAS RAÑAS

2. THE SCHEMATIC CAVE PAINTINGS

3. THE CHIQUITA OR ÁLVAREZ CAVE

4. THE RISQUILLO DE PAULINO ROCK SHELTER

5. THE CANCHO DEL RELOJ OUTCROP 

6. THE DOLMENS

7. THE WARRIOR STELAE

8. THE HILL FORTS

9. THE ZOOMORPHIC SCULPTURES

10. THE TREASURE OF BERZOCANA

11. THE MINERAL DEPOSITS OF CERRO DE SAN CRISTÓBAL

12. THE ROMAN MINING

13. THE ROMAN AND VISIGOTHIC REMAINS

14. THE ISLAMIC CASTLES

15. THE CABAÑAS CASTLE

16. THE CASTROS FORT

17. THE MEDIEVAL ROUTES OF GUADALUPE

18. THE SANTA CATALINA CHURCH OF ALÍA

19. THE NUESTRA SEÑORA DE BELÉN CHAPEL OF CAÑAMERO

20. THE NUESTRA SEÑORA DE LA PEÑA CHURCH OF CABAÑAS 

DEL CASTILLO

21. THE SAN JUAN BAUTISTA CHURCH OF BERZOCANA

THE CULTURAL SITES
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                    The Sacristy of the Monastery of the Guadalupe
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                      The Horcones bridge, Navatrasierra 






